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THIS 49%« STORM WINDOW 





protects your family all winter: 


New Trans-Kleer Storm Window 


Goes on In 5 Minutes Without 
Tools, Hooks, Screws or Nails 
10.8 Sq. Ft. Window Costs only 49 Yo¢ 
Used by U. S. Army in Iceland and 
Alaska — Now Available to Public 


NOW ... Storm Windows need not cost you up to $14.00 apiece. American 
industry has developed a lightweight flexible product that enables you to 
seal out wintry blasts for only 49%2¢ a window! Imagine it! For pennies 
per window you can insulate EVERY ROOM in your home! This new 
material was developed by the Gary plant of a billion-dollar American 
manufacturing firm—for use by the U.S. Government during the last war. 
It looks like glass, yet can’t peel off, never chips, shatters or rattles. Actual- 
ly flexible like rubber. Has a tensile strength of over one ton per square 


inch. Crystal clear, not milky 


or yellowish like some plastic materials. 


Weighs less than 1/10th of the lightest glass windows ever developed. Even 
a large window comes to less than 8 oz. Not affected by snow, sleet, rain or 
dampness—because it’s 100% waterproof. Won’t crack even at 53 degrees 
BELOW FREEZING! Use and re-use it YEAR AFTER YEAR for winter 


comfort and protection. 





Low-cost HEALTH PROTECTION this remarkable REYNOLDS product you not 





ean hardly see this TRANS-KLEER storm window— 
og wonderful ly trans; it protects your loved 

ones from —- frigid blasts. And each window costs 
only 49'%2¢ each 


Sensational Discovery 
Used By Army To Fight Cold 


One of the big problems of the last war was 
how to defend our troops and protect equipment 
against the ravages of Arctic winters. One of the 
world’s greatest manufacturing companies was 
ordered to build a special plant and soon millions 
of yards of this new material was moving out to 
Alaska, the Aleutians, Iceland and Greenland. 
It was not available to the public because every 
inch. went to protect our men, vehicles, planes 
and weapons. Finally, it was released to the 
public. and ever since the demand has been 
greater than the supply! The Gary plant of 
famous REYNOLDS METALS COMPANY is 
working round-the-clock trying to supply it! 


only save a terrific amount in the purchase price, 
you also cut down enormously on your fuel bills! 


Install Trans-Kleer 
_ Windows in 5 Minutes 


Trans-Kleer storm windows require no nails, 
hooks, screws or tools. No back-breaking toil or 
broken glass to contend with. Cut off required 
amount, trim to fit the inside of your window, 
large or small, square, round, rectangular — it 
makes no difference! Then press on the special 
Adheso border supplied and your storm window 
is tirmly in place. Simple, easy — a child can in- 
stall them! And Trans-Kleer windows, because 
of the LOW CONDUCTIVITY development 
give you real winter protection, actually keep 
wintry blasts out of your home. 


2,000,000 Windows Sold! 


For years, demand for Trans-Kleer has out- 
stripped the supply. Lucky buyers of the first 
windows told their neighbors and the word 
spread. Last year alone, over 2,000,000 were sold, 
yet thousands of folks were disappointed when 
the supply ran out. Advertising had to be cur- 
tailed and our huge supply was exhausted earlier 
than anticipated. There will be another wild 
scramble for them this year. Production has 
been planned for 2,500,000 windows this year-- 
but even this huge total might not be enough 
unless you act FAST! 


Test In Your Home AT OUR RISK! 


Here’s your chance to get Trans-Kleer on a 
HOME TRIAL BASIS. You can’t lose a single 
penny. Mail the coupon below and a 36 by 432- 
inch kit—108 SQUARE FEET —will be shipped 
you immediately, complete with Adheso border. 
Deposit only $4.95 plus postage with the mail- 
man. Try TWO windows inside any room. Test 
them--see for yo how they seal out drafts. 
Compare the temperature—any 25c thermometer 


Use Year After Year—No Upkeep Cost} irome. See the difference feel the difference! 


At winter’s end just fold away your Trans-Kleer 
like cloth for use next year. You can air the 
room anytime, too—lift the Adheso border to let 
in fresh air, then press back and it’s sealed 
tight again! Cleans easily with a damp.rag. It’s 

no wonder so many home owners, hospitals, 
churches and public buildings use this tried and 
tested REYNOLDS product! TRANS-KLEER 
comes in kits 36 inches by 432 inches and costs 
you only $4.95 complete with Adheso border! 


Then. if you’re not convinced they’re every bit 
as effective as any storm window—why, just keep 
the TWO windows and return the balance and 
get your $4.95 back at once! 


Avoid Disappointment—Order Now! 


Millions of folks in the U. S. and Canada are 

ing this same ad in hundreds of magazines 
and newspapers. Despite enormous production 
facilities, the REYNOLDS ALUMINUM people 


is enough for 10 windows—each measuring can turn out so much and no more! Don’t wait 
10.8 sq. ft.—just 4944c each! In all you receive | until it’s too late! Play safe! Rush the coupon 


108 SQUARE FEET for only $4.95! Good | NOW! If you wish to save 


GLASS storm windows cost from $7.95 to $16.00 
for ten you'd have to pay $79 to $160.00, With 


postage cost, send 
check, cash or m. o. for —_ and. the windows 
will be shipped postage f. 














STRETCHES WITHOUT BREAKING! 


This amazing storm window stretches without breaking! Has 
tensile strength of over one ton per square inch! Push it with 
your foot—it stretches—then springs back undamaged! De- 
veloped for Armed Forces in last war. Installs quickly, easily 
inside windows of all sizes. Made by world-famous REYNOLDS 
METALS COMPANY. 


ADVICE TO READERS 


To Obtain Best Results 
From Storm Windows 


All types of Storm Windows, glass, 
thermopane, plastic can save many 
dollars in fuel bills if used right. 
Follow these 5 rules for best results: 
- s 1.—Check all leaks. 2.-Make sure 

: windows fit tight. 3.—Caulk alumi- 
num ‘type before installing. 4.—Store wooden frame type in 
dry place to prevent warping. 5.--Replace ail cracked panes 
at once. Trans-Kleer ends storage, caulking problems, shat- 
tered glass, panes to;replace, leaks to scal! No hard toil to put 
on or remove! Put on quick INSIDE regular window with 
new, improved ADHESO border. l.ift Adheso border to let 
stale air out. Press back and you have perfect sealed-in in- 
sulation again! (See picture) Freezing weather is coming. 
Play safe! Order your TRANS-KLEER windows NOW! 
MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


THORESEN’S, Dept. 96-L-47 
352 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 
CANADIANS: Same price! Same guarantee! Order from our Canadian 


Subsidiary: THORESEN LTD., 45 St. James St., West, Dept. US-47. 
Montreal 1, Que. 





| RUSH FOR FREE HOME TRIAL! 


| Thoresen’s, Dept. 96-L-47 
352 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
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RUSH .... 
for 10 windows averaging 10.8 
Adheso Sealing Border and easy ‘picture instructions at no 


i kits of Trans-Kleer ee 108 sq. ft. each, eno’ 
] cost. I will try 2 windows and if I’m not satisfied for, any 
| He 


each. Include im 


ai 


I'll return the remainder within one week for REFUND of | 
my money. I will keep the 2 windows 

| Ci Payment enclosed. Send Prepaid. O Sena C.0.D. plus postage. | 

CHECK AMOUNT DESIRE | 

1 oi xrr (08 sa. tt.) C2 KITS (216 0.) H 

{ for 10 windows—4.95 r 20 windows—8.95 i 

Name... ccccccccccccccccce beccecccccccccccccccccsesceseecs } 

| AGDTOEB. oo cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccvccccccesccsccsocce - 

| civ peecdcdecccvesecsosacseseesécceceee BiaND... ccceccccsces “4 
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THE ISLAND 


Advertisement 


By 
REV. SPIROS ZODHIATES, 
Th.B., M.A. 


OF THE OUTCASTS 








Greek leper on the island of Spinaloga 


On my second missionary journey to 
Greece it was my privil to visit the 
ancient Biblical Island of Crete where 
Titus labored for the Lord Jesus. Near 
that island there is another tiny island 
which is called Spinaloga. The sound of 
that name spells horror to anyone who 
knows what it represents. It is a rocky and 
barren place inhabited exclusively by 
lepers. All around there is plenty of sea 
water, but there is no fresh water on the 
island except what the Lord sends in the 
form of rain. When there is no rain there 
is no water for drinking or washing. No 
vegetation grows on the rocks. Very rarely 
does anybody dare go to visit these out- 
casts of life lest they be contaminated. It 
seemed strange when I landed there to see 
these dear lepers, some of them on that is- 
land for fifty years, greet me from afar. 
None of them stretched his hand for me to 
grasp. They know that they are outcasts 
and that their bodies must not come in 
touch with the healthy bodies of their 
fellow-beings. There was a young man 
with. a pale face and with eyes without 
eyebrows and his nose eaten up by leprosy. 

Another young man who did not have 
many external signs of leprosy said: “My 
parents were lepers. My fellow-villagers 
sent me on a stretcher to Spinaloga as 
soon as I to show some symptoms of 
leprosy. After a while the doctors said that 
I was cured and I returned to my village. 
But my fellow-villagers did not want me. 
No one gave me work. Because they knew 
that I had lived on the island of Spinaloga 
my fellow-villagers ran away with fear 
and trembling as soon as they saw me. 
They made my life miserable and unbear- 
able until I had to return to cursed Spina- 

What feeling possesses one when he sees 
on the walls ot that ancient castle, “This 
is the grave of the living dead.” One of 
the streets has been named, “The Boule- 
vard of Pain.” I don’t blame them for giv- 








ing it that name. I entered one cave after 
another. It was hard to believe that hu- 
man beings in this twentieth century could 
live in such places. How my heart re- 
joiced, however, when I entered the cave 
of a dear woman who was dressed in black 
and as soon as she heard who I was, she 
said to me, pointing to the Bible that the 
American Mission to Greeks had provided 
for her, “My boy, I don’t know how I 
could live without this Book.” My mind 
at that moment flashed back to the United 
States to those of you who sacrificially 
gave so that this Bible could be placed 
in that little room in the rock. How my 
heart yearned to see each of these many 
lepers provided with a Greek Bible as this 
dear woman was. My heart really broke as 
one dear leper followed me for a long 
time begging me for a Bible. I had only 
one Bible left, but I had promised it to 
another leper. There are well over 200 
lepers on that island. We can get Greek 
Bibles at one dollar each. By the way, did 
you know that there are more lepers in 
Greece than in any other —— in 
Europe? Spinaloga is peg es of the leper 
colonies: The American Mission to Greeks 
repeatedly has sent food and clothing to 
these needy people, as well as financial 
help, and above all it has made Christ 
known to them through the distribution 
of God’s Word and the sending of native 
missionaries among them. 

And, finally, please permit me to close 
this article with the translation of a most 
pathetic 


LETTER FROM A LEPER COUPLE 
“Dear Friends: 


“This is the first time that we com- 
municate with you. We can assure you 
that it is the great suffering of our lives 
that is forcing us to write this letter. It 
has been a few years since we became ill 
with this horrible disease of leprosy and 
we have been on this rocky isolated is- 
land of Spinaloga, the leper colony on the 
island of Crete. Leprosy, unfortunately, 
attacked the limbs of our bodies and es- 


Spiros Zodhiates preaching to a group of lepers on the island of Spinaloga 





pecially our eyes. We need to undergo 
surgery, but we do not have the necessary 
money. We want to buy some instruments 
so that we may be able to walk and to 
move around a little bit, but we cannot 
do that either. For two solid years now 
we have been lying in bed without being 
able to move. On top of all these great 
trials of our illness, misfortune struck an- 
other hard blow at us, and that is that 
our little home in the town of Volos where 
our eight children used to live has been 
completely destroyed by the recent earth- 
quake. We lost everything we had, and so 
now our eight ildren are in the 
streets ex to the elements of nature. 
Poverty and suffering are their constant 
companions and we, their ts, are un- 
able to offer them anything or even to 
see them because we are in this far-away 
leper colony. This is why we ask you to 
help us as much as you can so that we 
may be able to rescue our children from 
certain death. Whatever you do for us 
the Lord will give it back to you a thou- 
sandfold. 

“My dear brothers and sisters, the cross 
that we bear is very heavy indeed. I am 
without any feet and almost. without eyes 
and now the home of our children has 
been destroyed. Life has become unbear- 
able. This leper colony- is certainly in- 
debted for what you have done for it and 
may God bless you. Won’t you do some- 

ing now for us and our children? My 
wife and I close this letter expecting a 
favorable reply from you. Please help us 
before it is too late.” 

LEPER JOHN SFINDOURAKIS 

Nothing need be said concerning the 
above pathetic appeal. The Lord Jesus 
had a special interest in the lepers. Won't 
you do the same? Please send your contri- 

utions for these lepers and others like 
them to: American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary, 
Dept. E., P. O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. Our Canadian friends are invited 
to write to: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ontario. 


FILM ON GREECE AVAILABLE 


If you wish to see with your eyes the leper 
colony of Spinaloga and other aspects of the 
Lord’s work _in Greece, write for a booking 
of the 30-minute 16 mm. color sound film, 
“Man of Macedonia.” It is sent out on a free- 
will offering basis. 
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LETTERS 00 the Editors 


SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 


“UNDERSTANDING 
THE TIME” 
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Sirs: work out a synthesis of scientific fact and 


< 


a 
= 


_wowowoeoeoeoeoeeoveeeeeeeweweweweweoweewvevwovwvovovoneoneoneneea 


OPPO POPP OPP POP POPOL “De 


yoououvevewveveweewwoveowovevoevevevwvvwvvwvevwvvwewevevwevevwvevweveveowerwwovwevevevvwvevwvvwvwvwvevwevwevwvwwevewewwuwvwvwvewvewvwewCowCwe= 





is the theme of 
2nd International 
Congress on Prophecy 


‘to be held November 6-13, 1955 


in Calvary Baptist Church 
New York City 


IN THE FALL OF 1952, the 
first International Congress 
on Prophecy was convened 
under the auspices of the 
American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism. Standing 
room was at a premium in 
many of the sessions. 


Since 1952, there has been 
a marked acceleration in the 
race for supremacy among the 
nations of East and West. 
Apostasy in the spiritual 
realm is on the increase. For 
millions the future is be- 
wildering. It is a day of con- 
fusion and fear. 


To declare God’s message 
for the present hour, the sec- 
ond International Congress 
on Prophecy will meet No- 
vember 6-13 this year, again 
at Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York. 


Under the leadership of Dr. 
V. R. Edman, president of 
Wheaton College, outstanding 
Bible scholars have been in- 
vited to give fresh interpreta- 
tion of God’s plan for this 
atomic age: 


Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
Dr. Atva J. McCLain 
Dr. Wisur M. SMITH 
Jupce W. R. WALLACE 
Dr. WittiaM F. KERR 
Dr. E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH 
Rev. HERMAN B. CENTz 
Dr. M. R. DE HAAN 

Dr. CHESTER TULGA 

Dr. J. PALMER MuNTz 
Dr. JoHN F. WALVoorD 
Dr. ALLAN A. MACRAE 
Dr. JoHN S. WIMBISH 

AND MANY OTHERS. 

For advance program write to 


DR. A. B. MACHLIN, 
Director Dept. E 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 


ETERNITY is to be commended for its will- 
ingness to discuss controversial matters 
which sometimes divide true evangelicals. 
None of us should fear open discussion and 
criticism. We believe that Christianity has 
a message (or, better, the message) for our 
confused age. It cannot, then, refuse to come 
to grips with the concepts—scientific or 
philosophical—which are uppermost in con- 
temporary thought. We will frequently 
differ, but we must not ignore. 

. . . 1 would like to believe that Mr. Bayly 
is correct when he says, “The days when 
evangelical Christians may have been iden- 
tified with intellectual hara-kiri are as dead 
as the teaching that Mussolini was the 
beast of Revelation.” I fear, however, that 
the anti-intellectual element is still a strong 
one. Ridicule and abuse have not been 
banned from’ our evangelical pulpits and 
platforms. We meet in mutual admiration 
societies to cast verbal brickbats at the nasty 
people who differ from us. 

I have no objection, even to the brickbats, 
if they are thrown by those who are quali- 
fied to throw them. My objection is to 
those who, with a little knowledge, or no 
knowledge at all, but with loud protesta- 
tions of orthodoxy, gain the reputation of 
being spokesmen for evangelical Christian- 
ity. 

If Ramm is criticised fot calling his book 
The Christian View of Science and Scrip- 
ture (patterned, no doubt, after Orr’s The 
Christian View of God and the World), it 
should, at least, be pointed out that Ramm 
does not pose as an infallible pope, giving 
us ex cathedra pronouncements concerning 
the problems raised in his book, For exam- 
ple, in discussing Joshua’s long day, Ramm 
states that “there are three live possibilities” 
with reference to its interpretation. A 
statement like this will annoy the mind that 
is used to a’simple and direct solution to 
every problem. On the other hand it may 
well challenge both scientist and: theologian 
to explore those “three possibilities.” . 

The protest which Ramm makes—and I 
believe justly—is to that attitude of self- 
complacence which refuses to come to grips 
with the problems. . . . 

Cares F. PFEIFFER 
Pastor, Fifth Reformed Presbyterian Church 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sirs: 

The review of “The Christian View of 
Science and Scripture”in the Aug. ETERNITY 
is by far the most discerning and helpful 
I've read. But it leaves so much undecided 
that I hope you will follow it up. 

. For instance, if reviewer Bayly is 
right that in essence Ramm accepts the 
neo-orthodox solution that “there is really 
no problem since the Bible is prescientific 
and science is a-theological,” it should be 
made known—and loudly—to Christian edu- 
cators. But why, if it is true, should Dr. 
Ramm spend several chapters wrestling to 


scriptural statements in astronomy, biology, 
geology and anthropology? It would seem 
that his position is misunderstood. 

This is further borne out by the author’s 
own specific refutations of the neo-orthodox 
position (pp. 32, 39) in which he maintains, 
“The tangency of the Biblical religion to 
fact must be maintained.” 

As for quoting “without comment” neo- 
orthodox interpretations of the Fall as does 
Dr. Ramm in an excursus, it would seem 
only fair to mention that Ramm made it 
quite clear on pp. 333-34 that he accepts 
the historicity of the Fall. 

Finally, although agreeing with reviewer 
Bayly that in this field “hard and honest 
criticism is needed rather than generalities 
and undiscerning praise,” I’m somewhat 
taken aback that fundamentalism has 
“swallowed camels” and saved its criticism 
for Dr. Ramm. Certainly his book should 
be required reading for every thoughtful 
Christian. 

Tom Hanks 
President, Northwestern chapter, 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 


Sirs: 

The “critical review” of Bernard Ramm’s 
recent book, “The Christian View of Sci- 
ence and Scripture,” which appeared in 
your August issue, was very disappointing 
to these readers, who had been awaiting 
with interest your comment on this work. 
Our chief criticism of the article by Mr. 
Bayly would be to question whether it was 
a “review” at all. We understand a “review” 
to be a description of a work, discussing its 
scope, purpose, content, treatment, etc., in- 
tended to give the reader a true picture of 
the book and some ground on which to de- 
cide whether to read it for himself. A 
“critical review” undertakes in addition to 
assess both the weaknesses and the strengths 
of the book and to comment critically on 
those areas in which the reviewer is specially 
competent. Mr. Bayly’s article appears 
rather to be a somewhat disconnected list 
of criticisms aimed at a selection of scat- 
tered points from the book, though there 
are a few kind generalities near the begin- 
ning. There is no factual, comprehensive 
account of the work. Anyone who had not 
already read the book must have been left 
with a badly inadequate and distorted idea 
of what it says. 

Dr. Ramm’s book is an ambitious one. It 
attempts a critical survey of important and 
divergent branches of knowledge and of 
their relations to Scripture. No man, parti- 
cularly in these days of ever increasingly 
specialized study, can be expected to speak 
authoritatively on such a variety of sub- 
jects. And yet, there is need of brave men 
who will risk revealing the limitations of 
their knowledge in specific fields in order 
to apply their talent for synthesis to the 
formulation of concepts and principles 
which may serve as the binding agents be- 
tween separated areas of knowledge, showing 
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This Greek grandmother and granddaughter lost their home and all their possessions. This photograph was taken 
on the spot by Rev. Douglas G. Stewart during the time of the earthquakes. The people of Greece need your sym- 


pathetic help. 


Photo: DGS 


EARTHQUAKES IN GREECE - DEATH TAKES ITS TOLL 


e@ Evangelical believers suffer the loss of loved ones, 
homes and all their possessions. 


e They have urgently appealed to us for immediate 
assistance. 


e@ $10.00 will enable us to send a food or clothing 
parcel to a needy Greek family. 


e All gifts will be sent directly to Greece to administer 
to the physical and spiritual welfare of the Greek 
Evangelical believers. 


e@ They are depending on YOU! 


October 1955 


e Will you, as a token of your gratitude to God, 
SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS with a destitute Greek 
family by sending your gift to: 


fp —————— GREEK RELIEF FUND = = ===; 


Rev. Douglas’G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 

811 Westview St., Philadelphia 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: | enclose $.............0c0 as my offering to God to 


help meet the physical and spiritual needs of the Greek 


believers. 
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/ I’ve always wanted... : 


\ financial security, plus an J 
\ active part in the 
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Mrs. L. has reason to be contented. Her Moody Bible Institute Annuities 
assure her of a generous, steady income for the rest of her life. 


And besides that, she says: “No one can ever know what a great thrill it is to my 
heart to know that I have a part in training consecrated young people for lives of 
Christian service. I just recently learned that 120 former Moody Bible Institute 
students sailed for the mission field in one year. I feel that in this way I am really 
doing something vital and important for my Lord.” 

You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous income for the rest of your life. 
After signing an annuity agreement, you are free from bother and worry. For 
45 years Moody Annuity returns have arrived on time and have remained the same, 
regardless of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They are “burglar- 
proof” because they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. If they are lost 
or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary without interruption. 

And through investing your money in this way, you have the joy of knowing 
your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and other Christian 
workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through the printed word, gospel-science films, 
daily gospel broadcasts, and the other varied ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 


Mail this coupon today — no obligation 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. ET25-8 


820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois - 

( Please send me “Douste Divwenns,” the story of Moody 
Annuities. 

(D Please send folder, “You Can Take It With You,” relat- 
ing to stewardship and wi 
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their interrelations and forming them into 
a greater whole. 

Few of us, unless we are involved in study 
or work directly related to science, can real- 
ize without real mental effort the extent 
to which we misunderstand the statements 
of science when we interpret them in terms 
of the common implications of the words 
that are used. Dr. Ramm tries to make clear 
to his readers, in a brief survey, the under- 
standing of these matters which he has gain- 
ed in years of study in science and the 
philosophy of science. He asks us to stop 
and do some fresh thinking about the Bible 
itself, its language, and what God wants us 
to learn from it. He compares science and 
Scripture, using the understanding of each 
previously developed, and discusses the prin- 
ciples that may help in relating them. The 
final and major part of the book is an at- 
tempt to apply these principles, examining 
a host of special problems in astronomy, 
geology, biology, and anthropology, and 
relating the results of experiment and ob- 
servation of nature to our understanding of 
certain relevant Biblical teachings. 

Dr. Ramm bases his work on certain as- 
sumptions. Underlying all else is his assump- 
tion that the Bible is directly inspired by 
God. To this view we are also committed. 
He assumes also that the God who speaks 
by His works in the creation is the same 


(Continued on. page 47) 
NOTICE 


To the many readers who regularly en- 
joy the Editor’s “Meditations in Isaiah” 
we offer our apologies—pages 6, 7 of this 
issue may explain the interruption. 
“Meditations” will return next month. 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











Oct. 1-2, Victory Memorial Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky.; Oct. 9-16, Magness Memorial 
Baptist Church, McMinnville, Tenn.; Oct. 23-30, 
Trinity Baptist Church, Marion, Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Oct. 3-7, Evangelical U.B. Church, Upper Mil- 
ford, Pa.; Oct. 9, 11-14, Bethany Mennonite 
Church, Quakertown, Pa.; Oct. 16-19, Men- 
nonite Church, Springfield, Pa.; Oct. 23-26, Sec- 
ond Mennonite Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; Oct. 
30, Bethel Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa.; 
Oct. 31, School of the Bible, Baltimore, Md. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Oct. 7, 14, 21, 8:00 p.m., First Baptist Church, 
New York, N. Y.; Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:45 p.m., First Baptist Church, New York, 
N. Y.; Oct. 1, T.N.T. Rally, First Baptist Church, 
Bloomfield, N. J.; Oct. 30, 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m., First Baptist Church, Bayonne, N. J. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Oct. 2, Davisville Baptist Church, Southampton, 
Pa.; Oct. 6, Christian Businessmen’s Committee 
of Schuylkill Valley, Valley Forge, Pa.; Oct. 
9-16, Bible Testimony Church, Norristown, Pa. 
(except 15th); Oct. 15, Philadelphia Bible In- 
stitute Homecoming services; Oct. 21-23, Breth- 
ren Church, Leesburg, Ind.; Oct. 31, Christian 
Day School, Centerton, N. J. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Even though several weeks have passed 
since the battle between Dictator Peron 
and the Roman Church exploded in 
Argentina, the situation in that South 
American country still captures the 
headlines of the world press. 

The news behind the news is brought 
out clearly in the Editor’s trenchant 
“Tomorrow” article—“Peron and the 
Vatican.” Those who read it will see his- 
tory unfolding in a new perspective as 
they learn unpublicized facts and follow 
this enlightening analysis. It is a must 
for informed evangelicals. 

* * * 


Some months ago the editors of ETER- 
NITY offered pastors on the subscription 
list free copies of a reprint, entitled 
“The Virgin Mary Question,” from the 
August, 1950, issue of the magazine. To 
our amazement, the entire supply of re- 
prints was immediately gobbled up, and 
at last count there were requests for 
nearly 25,000 more than we could sup- 
ply. Rather than reprint it again, we de- 
cided to publish new material on this 
subject of high interest to so many. 

So we present in this issue the first in 
a new series of articles on “The Grow- 
ing Cult of Mary Worship,” by the Rev. 
Theodore’ Hax, pastor of Mt. Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Los Angeles. 


Erich Sauer, one of Germany’s fore- 
most evangelical leaders, contributes an 
excellent treatment of suffering and dis- 
cipline in the life of a Christian. The 
article is an abridged chapter from his 
latest book, “In the Arena of Faith,” just 
published by Eerdmans of Grand Rapids. 
We recommend it highly and urge you 
to order the book for your library from 
ETERNITY Book Service. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 30, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; Oct. 3, 
10, 17, 31, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. Y.; Oct. 4-7, Second Pres! i 
Church, Bloomington, TL; Oct. 12-14, 
Rehoboth Presbyterian Church, Belle 
Vernon, Pa.; Oct. 23-28, Clayton 
Street Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
Ala. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, and Dr. Barnhouse’s conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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segments of the country. During October, November and 
December, for example, Dr. Barnhouse will be seen and 
heard over stations located in the states of Illinois, Indiana, 


Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 
: E LEVI Sl O N ’ Then, according to present plans, in January, 1956, his pro- 
e gram will be released over stations in the Southeast for a 
three-month period. Beginning in April, the program will 
be released in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and 
a t New England. In the summer, it will be seen in the West. 
Aan to Man The others who will be televised in the same series are 
Dr. Louis Evans, former minister of the Hollywood Presby- 
terian Church; Dr. John A. Redhead, minister of First Pres- 


byterian Church, Greensboro, N. C.; and Dr. Ralph W. 
Sockman, minister of Christ’s Church, New York City. 


By PAUL A. HOPKINS Some fundamentalists have questioned the advisability of 


Dr. Barnhouse’s appearing in conjunction with the NCC, 
and certain ones have essayed to show that this was evi- b 
dence of Dr. Barnhouse’s departure from the faith. Those ‘ 
concerned with the direction of the Evangelical Foundation 
know full well that these charges have been made. In the 





new phase in the teaching ministry of Donald Grey 
Barnhouse will begin on October 2nd when he ap- 

ars for the first time on a regular television program. : 

When Christian radio was in its infancy, Dr. Barnhouse i 
was among the pioneers who boldly grasped the opportunity 
to present the gospel on a coast-to-coast network broadcast. 





That was back in 1927 when Dr. Barnhouse was just begin- Handy Check List of States 
ning his ministry in Tenth Presbyterian Church. 

In the ensuing years Dr. Barnhouse has continued to AREA 1 NORTH CENTRAL 
minister to hundreds of thousands: across the nation in illinois Siitiamtine 
Bible conferences and mass meetings, through the pages of tered Sitecael 
Revelation and later ETerniry, and for the last 6% years lisiiee Ohio 
on the weekly Bible Study Hour, which now reaches most Michigan ate esin 


of the heavily populated areas of the United States and 











Canada. ' 
Now the United States has entered a new era. It is a AREA 2 SOUTHEAST 
time when in one evening one-fourth of the 170,000,000 Alabama Maryland 
people in the United States dial their television sets to Arkansas Mississippi 
watch the $64,000 Question. In a few years television has Delaware North Carolina 
become the most formidable medium of mass communica- Florida ~ South Carolina 
tion in history. Georgia Tennessee 
Regrettably, however, the evangelical message of the _ Kentucky . Virginia 
historic faith is almost completely lacking on coast-to-coast Louisiana West Virginia 
television. Yet television viewers constitute the greatest audi- 
ence for the gospel ever assembled. AREA 3 NORTHEAST 
As Dr. Barnhouse appears on this new medium of mass , 
communication, the inches and.staff of The Evangelical yoo agg ga a wes ‘ 
Foundation, which sponsors this work, regard television as ere Sona gtnamae 
: . : . Massachusetts Rhode Island 
an unparalleled opportunity to fulfill a Bible teaching min- New H hi Ver t 
istry that has been long and exceedingly fruitful. Neer Seaeee — — 
The program on which Dr. Barnhouse appears is called sata bere 
Man to Man, and it will be released on a sustaining basis by 
television stations across the country through the coopera- AREA 4 WEST 
tion of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in ‘ North Dak 
the United States of America. Arizona orth Dakote 
te California Oklahoma 
The program is directed to the great segment of the tele- Colorado Oregon 
vision audience who do not understand the gospel and the idaho South Dakota 
truth of God. Kansas Texas 
Three other widely known Protestant ministers will also Montana Utah 
appear in the Man to Man series. Since the program has Nebraska Washington 
been filmed (for more successful placement), the four Nevada Wyoming 
speakers will be seen and heard simultaneously in four New Mexico 
6 No ignorance is so terrible as ignorance of the Saviour ETERNITY 
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final analysis, however, our responsibility is to the Lord, 
and, because we believe He has opened this door of minis- 
try, we have entered into this opportunity even though 
some may criticize and some may misunderstand. 


It is quite understandable, too, that there has been some 
disagreement among leaders in the National Council over 
whether they should cooperate in presenting Dr. Barnhouse. 
It must be stated, however, that the staff of the Broadcasting 
and Film Commission have shown us every courtesy and 
have steadfastly stood by their conviction that the time made 
available to them by television stations across the country 
must in turn be made available to men capable of handling 
the difficult medium without regard to their theological 
position. 

The Evangelical Foundation has had full charge of the 
financing and production of our part of the program and 
there has been no effort on the part of anyone to influence 
Dr. Barnhousé’s message as he has sought to present faith- 
fully “man’s complete ruin in sin and God’s perfect remedy 
in Christ.” 


In ways that can be explained only in terms of God's 
providence, money has come in for the production of the 
films. Thus far, as needs have arisen, the finances have been 
supplied. We are offering a book entitled Your Right to 
Heaven free to all who write to the program and ask for it. 
This book makes the plan of salvation as clear as possible, 
but many who write undoubtedly will have to be answered 
by personal letters. This work is understandably most im- 
portant. Should the Lord speak to your heart about having 
a part in this television ministry, you can help us immeas- 
ureably by sharing with us now toward meeting these ex- 
penses. Gifts can be sent to the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, marked for Television. 


To all our friends in this ministry an earnest appeal is 
made for intercessory prayer in behalf of this television op- 
portunity. Be sure to tell your friends who may not yet put 
their trust in our Lord to tune in. As the Lord enables you, 
support the program with your gifts. But, above all, do not 
forget to pray because man can only sow, it is God who 
gives the increase. END 














This map shows states and. sequence in which Dr. Barnhouse’s new television program may be viewed. The 
program will be aired first on October 2 by many stations located in the North Central area. Beginning in 
January the program may be viewed in the Southeast; beginning in April, the East; and in the summer, the 
West. Specific stations carrying the program will: be announced as rapidly as this information is known. 
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A few years ago-we were able to write, truthfully, that 
Peron represented the Roman Church in the Argentine. He 
had come to power through his position as president of the 
G. O. U. (Grupo de Oficiales Unidos), a clique of young 
army officers who formed this organization for the sake of 
nationalism. Most of the officers in the army of the Argen- 
tine Republic come from the wealthy classes who are tradi- 
tionally Roman Catholic, and Peron was no exception. They 
were reactionary and consequently were opposed to the 
tides of liberalism that were sweeping through Latin 
America. 

In order to understand the background we should re- 
member that Spanish America looked to Spain, and Brazil 
looked to Portugal, as we look to England, for their lang- 
uage, literature, and historical roots. Limiting ourselves to 
the Argentine, it must be realized that as we look to Chaucer 
they look to the Cid; as we look to Shakespeare and Marlowe 
they look to Cervantes and Lope de Vega. The same direc- 
tional influences have been felt in modern times. While our 
thought has been influenced by English philosophers, the 
main trend of Spanish American thought has been influ- 
enced by Miguel de Unamuno and José Ortega y Gasset. 
The former wrote mystical works, including Del Sentie- 
miento Tragico de la Vida (The Tragic Sense of Life, 1913), 
and La Agonia del Christianismo (The Agony of Christian- 
ity, 1926), in which he turned away from historical Roman 
Catholic concepts and set forth a mysticism that was more 
Eastern in its outlook. When the Spanish Civil War was 
won by Franco, Ortega y Gasset became a voluntary exile, 
as he would not live under a clerical dictatorship. 

In Latin America these writers had their close followers. 
In Peru, Haya de la Torre, an outstanding intellectual, led 
a revolution against the dictatorship and was forced to 
take refuge in the Colombian embassy, where he became a 
cause célébre for five years, until he escaped to Mexico. 
These swirling intellectual currents are everywhere in Latin 
America. North Americans should not be deceived by cries 
of “Communist” against certain Latin American intellect- 
uals. It must be understood that the Roman. Church con- 
trols many of the services of press and information, and 
that news is always slanted in favor of Rome and against 
those whom she considers to be her enemies. And the Ro- 
man Church, in any country where she has a dominant 


8 No one should confuse religion with Christianity 


the VATICAN 


majority, has always considered as an enemy any force that 
is for enlightenment and liberty. 

Peron was 48 when he headed the military junta that 
overthrew the regime of President Castillo in 1943. It took 
him only three years, passing through the positions of war 
minister and vice president, to reach the presidency. By 
1949 he had succeeded in changing the constitution of the 
republic in order to enable him to succeed himself, and 
from that moment his dictatorship was established. 

No one knows all that went on behind the scenes in these 
various steps. Certainly he was thinking in terms of per- 
sonal power and was doing everything possible to con- 
solidate that power. As a political gesture, he had run for 
the presidency in 1946 as the candidate of the Labor Party. 
Just when his personal antagonism to the Roman Catholic 
Church began can not be discovered with certainty. It 
would, perhaps, take a board of psychiatrists to unravel 
the devious changes in his thoughts and attitudes, and they 
would, beyond question, give large place to the influence 
of his wife upon him and his development. 

Maria Eva Duarte was born on May 7, 1919, in a small 
country town in the province of Buenos Aires. When her 
biography was written in Time and Life there were broad 
hints to the effect that her mother had not been married 
and that the daughter had come to the capital through the 
influences of a friendly army officer. She had become a suc- 
cessful actress in radio and motion pictures and had been 
more than friendly with successively higher ranking army 
officers. Finally, she had met Peron just at the moment 
when he had become war minister and active in politics, 
and had become his mistress. From this moment she fixed 
her star to his and helped him rise to power. To the aston- 
ishment of many, he married her in October, 1945. Four 
months later he was elected president for the first time. 

Eva Peron was a most remarkable woman. Her sympath- 
ies were with the common people among whom she had 
been brought up. Even before her marriage to Peron, she 
organized a union of radio workers which helped him 
politically. After her marriage she organized the Maria Eva 
Duarte de Peron Welfare Association which administered 


_a huge program of social welfare and personal largesse. 


Outside newspapers boldly stated that the quickest way for 
a firm to gain political favor and business advantage was 
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(Above) Peron’s followers carry anti-clerical signs at a demonstration 
in Buenos Aires’ Luna Park Stadium. (Below) Workmen repair bomb 
damage to the street following the unsuccessful revolt against Peron. 


to make a large contribution to this welfare organization. 
She became more and more allied with the working classes, 
who are very poor in Argentina, and who go under the 
name of the descamisados, the shirtless ones. Beyond ques- 
tion, her efforts began to lift the living standard of the 
masses. Her death, on July 26, 1952, touched off one of the 
most remarkable waves of national mourning to be found in 
history. 

There was great speculation on the nature of the influ- 
ence she had exercised on Peron. Some American news state- 
ments baldly stated that her influence would not survive 
her, and that Peron would become more reactionary as time 
went by. The wish for such a situation seems to’ have been 
father of the thought. Peron became more and more liberal 
as time went by. He took over the leadership of the women’s 
division of the party which Eva had managed and consoli- 
dated his position with the laboring groups. 

In 1953 Peron’s stature increased considerably. He signed 
economic treaties with several countries which greatly aided 
the life of the Argentine. He visited the President of Chile, 
who later returned his visit; thus ending a tension which 
had existed between the two countries for many years. 
There were two attempts made to assassinate Peron, but 
both failed. There were charges of graft and corruption 
made against his government, and he proceeded with ruth- 
lessness against the ones who were guilty. These included 
the brother of Eva Peron, who committed suicide when his 
venality was proved, and the husband of Eva’s sister. The 
fact that Peron proceeded with such force against these in- 
laws was what caused some people to think that Eva’s in- 
fluence was gone, but the contrary seems to be the case; and 
Peron was thus showing that he believed in Eva’s righteous- 
ness, even though she did have relatives who were not 
above suspicion. 

During this period there were many arrests, and many 
political leaders were put in prison. Several prominent per- 
sons were expelled from the party, which by now had the 
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name of the Peronista party. Among these was the former 
governor of the province of Buenos Aires, who had been 
considered as Peron’s successor. 

It was at this time that the breach between Peron and 
the Roman Church first began to be noticed. The cardinal- 
archbishops of Argentina’s two largest cities, Buenos Aires 
and Rosario, suggested a political amnesty; but they were 
rebuked by Peron’s Interior Minister, Angel Borlenghi, who 
stated that all disorders had been caused by the opposition 
and that the government could not permit such a minority 
to complain with such boldness. 

The great number of intellectual liberals in the Argentine 
were torn in two directions. They knew that Peron was with 
them in their warfare against the bigotry and intolerance 
of Rome and in his desire to help the misery of the masses 
against the great fortunes that dominated the country. On 
the other hand they knew that Peron was accomplishing 
his purposes in a high-handed and arbitrary way that was 
bad for the general principles of liberty. 

Peron proceeded on his course in spite of all opposition. 
He was faced with rising costs at home and with the 


(Continued on page 45) 








ersevere! Keep running! Hold out to the end! Do not 
give up or be disheartened! Never look back, but 
press on towards the mark! With the same freshness 
as you began at the starting-point, remain steadfast until 
the goal. Only thus is it possible to gain the prize in the 
arena—only thus to be crowned. This is the message of the 
whole Hebrews letter, especially of Hebrews 12. 

God is the heavenly Umpire of the race. In His infinite 
wisdom He has placed obstacles in our way: not indeed to 
hinder our course, but to test our devotion; to keep us 
earnest, watchful, and persevering; to strengthen our spirit- 
ual energy. 

Thus the runner’s race in the arena of faith is an “ob- 
‘stacle race.” There are difficulties and sufferings. Hindrances 
block our way. But everything is overruled by the perfect 
love, wisdom, and power of the Divine Umpire. And the 
harder the conflict, the more glorious the prize for the 
victor! 

Suffering must be regarded from the view-point of eter- 
nity. Only thus can one recognize its high value. Suffering 
is not something superfluous—something that disturbs or 
restricts our real life and eternal profit. “My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord” (v. 5). We must pay 





due regard to all the dark mysteries and perplexities of 
life; for in all of them, in the last analysis, we find—GOD! 

Hebrews 12, in the verses just following the opening ex- 
hortation to run in the race, shows us in only a few sen- 
tences, but in mighty fulness, the sevenfold attitude of faith 
that makes blessing of suffering (vv. 5-11). 

1. True faith sees in the difficulties of this life PROOFS 
OF THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD (Heb. 12:5a, 6b, 7b, 
8). Sufferings bear witness to our sonship. “God dealeth 
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father 
chasteneth not?” (v.87). Where discipline is lacking, true 
fatherhood is wanting. If our earthly fathers, who gave us 
our bodily life, had to discipline us, how much more God, 
the Father of spirits, who gave us our spiritual life? 

Therefore it would be wrong and pointless if we should 
complain by asking why God allows us, His own children, 
to suffer so much. Not in spite of His fatherhood but be- 
cause of His fatherhood God cleanses and educates us. God 
speaks to us “as unto children” (v. 5a); He treats us “as 
sons” (v. 7); He scourges every “son” (v. 6). “Otherwise ye 
are bastards and not sons” (v. 8). 

And keep in mind that you are not the only son who is 
being led through dark valleys. God scourges “every” son 
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Those who follow Christ must not expect more from the world than He got from it 
















































s of (v. 6). Nothing very extraordinary is happening to you. 
OD! This may also help you not to over-estimate your sufferings, 
 ex- “knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
sen- brethren who are in the world” (1 Pet. 5:9). This can at 
aith the same time encourage us; for if the others have been 

able by the power of the Lord to endure in difficulties and 
OFS sufferings, then I can do likewise. I am not alone, but find 
7b, myself marching in the midst of a multitude of brothers 
leth and sisters who are treading the same path and running in 
ther the same obstacle race as myself. Their heavenly Father is 
true also my heavenly Father and He will bring us all to the 
> us goal. 
sod, 2. True faith regards the distresses and sufferings of this 

life as WAYS OF THE LOVE OF GOD. “For whom the 
uld Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
ren, he receiveth” (v. 6). Sufferings prove that the Almighty God 
be- is interested in our infinitesimally small life! This should 
30d suffice us! 
“as God’s heart “loves” us— 
» ye We are His elect. 

God’s hand “holds” us— 
o is We are under His protection. 
(Continued on page 40) 


son ; { 


A devotional study in Hebrews 12, condensed from a 


chapter in the recent book, In the Arena of Faith 


by ERICH SAUER 
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THINKING 


If a man is going to be an editor he 
should have frequently recurring periods 
in which he can get away from his work, 
let the breezes blow through his mind, 
and forget all about a deadline for ma- 
terial. When material has to be produced 
for a deadline it often becomes hurried, 
and it is possible for words to take the 
place of thought. I recently had a per- 
iod of almost two months in which I did 
not write at all; and, while I preached 
frequently, I was using old material and 
allowing my creative mind to lie fallow. 
It is rather disturbing in some ways be- 
cause when full work is resumed the 
thought-out patterns prove to be rather 
revolutionary in certain aspects and they 
will not down. 

Take for example the relevancy of 
some items of propositional belief to 
our every-day life. I can think of at 
least four or five theories of prophecy 
over which faithful Christian brethren 
have spent much time in argument. But 
does it really make any difference in my 
life this afternoon, this evening, and 
tomorrow whether I describe my faith in 
the matter of the communion service 
with the various labels that have been 
used to describe varying theories about 
it? Or methods and theories of ordina- 
tion. Or modes of baptism. Or a com- 
pletely plotted scheme of the order of 
events at the Lord’s coming. 

Let me say for some very timid 
friends that I have not changed my be- 
liefs in anything that I can think of, but 
I have changed my thought about the 
manner in which I believe these things. 
I am still what would be called low- 
church and mildly calvinistic, and a be- 
liever in the pre-tribulation rapture of 
the believers, but. . . . 

Perhaps I can express my thoughts by 
an analogy. C. S. Lewis is one of the 
clearest thinkers in the world today. He 
was recently inaugurated as Professor of 
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Medieval and Renaissance English Liter- 
ature at Cambridge University in Eng- 
land. In his inaugural lecture he argued 
that the supposed rift between the Mid- 
dle Ages and the Renaissance is a fig- 
ment of Renaissance propaganda and 
that the periods recognized by students 
of literature and history are often merely 
the inventions of historians who feel 
compelled to impose some sort of struc- 
ture on the past. The Great Divide, Mr. 
Lewis maintains, lies not between the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, but 
after Jane Austen and Scott with the 
arrival of the machine age. These are, 
of course, heresies in the literary and 
historical worlds. An English critic, dis- 
cussing this lecture in one of Britain's 
leading weeklies, ended his article with 
the following: “But if Mr. Lewis robs 
us of all those valuable labels which 
take the place of thought, we shall be 
compelled, when chatting about litera- 
ture, really to know what we are talking 
about.” 


Such a sentence comes into the mind 
like a sledgehammer. How many Chris- 
tians are there who are willing to con- 
sider the application of that sentence to 
some of the labels so freely used in 
Christian circles, which obstruct real 
development in the life that is Christ? 
Do the “problems” of ordination and 
apostolic succession mean anything un- 
less there has been the communication 
of the life that is Christ? A million years 
from now, out in Eternity, is it really 
going to make any difference whether a 
believer was immersed, sprinkled or 
poured upon, or left, as are the members 
of the Salvation Army, untouched by 
water? Is it possible that a Salvation 
Army officer, who does not realize the 
implications of his failure to submit to 
water baptism, could nevertheless be a 
channel through whom the eyes and the 
heart of the Lord Jesus Christ might 
look and love in this sick world? 


The Bible is God’s Word about Christ 


If we give less importance to the val- 
uable labels which take the place of 
thought, we shall be compelled when 
talking about the Christian life really 
to demonstrate it. 


APPEAL FOR FLOOD VICTIMS 


An urgent need is before us because 
of the flood damage that has affected so 
many Christians in the Northeast. For 
example, Percy Crawford’s Pinebrook 
and the Davis Bible Camp next door 
were as hard hit as any single spot in all 
the flood areas. Everyone knows that 
thirty-seven campers were killed at Camp 
Davis, and the property damage at Pine- 
brook, where Percy Crawford rose from 
a sick bed to direct the rescue opera- 
tions, was terrible. The staff dormitory, 
with all the belongings of the workers, 
was washed away. The quartet escaped 
with only the clothes on their backs. 
One had just been married, and every 
wedding gift was swept away. Two staff 
members lost their automobiles. Two 
cabins and the contents of sixteen others 
were destroyed. The crops and topsoil 
of some sixty acres were washed out. 

We kriow that many readers of ETEr- 
NITY will want to have a share in helping 
these and others who are in distress. 


~ Christians in the U. S. are living in 


an era of unprecedented abundance. 
Most of us have comfortable homes, auto- 
mobiles, furniture, and good food. Let 
us give liberally to our brethren in this 
time of need. 

Send your checks to The Evangelical 
Foundation, Inc., 1716 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa., and mark your gifts 
“Flood Relief.” Receipts will be sent 
for all contributions. 


HELL IN NORWAY 


A great controversy has stirred the 
Norwegian Church for more than a year. 
It should be understood that Norway, a 
country of three million people, is 96% 
Lutheran and that the Bishops are sub- 
ject to the Parliament of the country. 
There is a fixed confession of faith, and 
no man who is ordained into the Luth- 
eran Church can depart in any way from 
the doctrines set forth in that confession. 

A little more than a year ago, Bishop 
Kristian Schjeldrup of Hamar preached 
a sermon over the Norwegian radio in 
which he said that the doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment was incompatible with 
Christianity which is a religion of love. 
A reply was immediately made to him 
by Professor O. C. Hallesby, a noted 
conservative leader. 

The controversy shook the country 
and finally went to Parliament. A 
parliamentary committee was called to 
give a report on’ the situation. Their 
first report was that there was a contro- 
versy and that the Church had to settle 
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the controversy itself. It was stated, how- 
ever, that the Norwegian Constitution 
was such that final authority rested in 
the King, and that the Cabinet, under 
his authority, would have to divest 
from functions any Bishop that depart- 
ed from the confessional doctrines of 
the Church. Bishop Eivind Berggrav, 
who headed the national opposition to 
Quisling during the war, backed Halles- 
by. Berggrav is the Bishop whose likeness 
appears on the cover of the January, 
1955, issue of ETERNITY. 

We are not recounting this story here 
for the sake of presenting an item of 
news on our editorial page but in order 
to lead to the following conclusions: 
When people have false ideas about the 
doctrine of eternal punishment, it is 
because they have failed to understand 
the nature of God. Justice is not in- 
compatible with love. Whenever there 
is loose thinking about the judgment of 
God it rises from the fact that men 
have not considered the even greater 
judgment which He executed upon His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

Sometime ago I had a long conversa- 
tion with one of the outstanding liberals 
of the country. He told me that he could 
not believe that the God of Jesus Christ 
could have killed little babies in Egypt, 
and therefore he rejected the book of 
Exodus. A man is always in danger when 
he has a single doctrine by which he 
wishes to measure God. Luther measured 
God by the doctrine of “grace alone,” 
and reached the point of rejecting the 
epistle of James. This American liberal 
rejected Exodus because he was judging 
it by his own concept of love. I pointed 
out to him that there was a far greater 
problem, namely, that the God of love 
should put Jesus Christ to death on the 
cross. The Norwegian Bishop who wishes 
to reject the judgments of God is in the 
same predicament: he has not bowed 
before the cross to understand its inner 
meaning. He has not realized the truth 
that was behind the declaration of the 
one who cried out “He saved others; 
Himself He cannot save.” This charge 
was absolutely true. He could not save 
Himself. He came to die. This was His 
eternal purpose. Christ is not merely the 
lamb slain 1900 years ago. He is the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world (I Pet. 1:19, 20). 

There are few problems in the theo- 
logical realm that cannot be settled by 
waiting before the cross of Christ. If 
we come there, knowing that “if any man 
thinketh he knoweth anything, he know- 
eth nothing as he ought to know it” (I 
Cor. 8:2), and with this realization look 
into the face of Jesus dying, we will be 
given the proper answers. 
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THE LOST CITY 


In preparing an article on Peron and 
the Church in Argentina I read scores of 
pages for background. In the midst of 
my studies I lost a city with a quarter of 
a million people, and I could not find it, 
no matter where I looked. The En- 
cyclopedia Britannica issues a Book of 
the Year with a summary of all of the 
events which take place in a given year. 
I turned in each of the last six volumes 
to find all I could about trends in Ar- 
gentina. At the beginning of each arti- 
cle on the country there is to be found 
a list of the principal cities of the land. 
I glanced at the list, reflecting on the 
fact that here were hundreds of thou- 
sands of human beings, and that I, a 
literate, travelled person, did not know 
the names of some of these places where 
so many of my fellow human beings were 
living. There were eleven cities in the 
1950 year book and twelve in the cur- 
rent volume. I glanced at the map of 
Argentina and located all of these cities 
except one. I could not find Lanus, 
with 242,760 inhabitants. 

Lanus was not to be found in the in- 
dex of the main encyclopedia. There 
were a dozen lines about Lansdale and 
Lansdowne, Philadelphia suburbs with 
a few thousand inhabitants, but no men- 
tion of Lanus, with its quarter of a 
million. Nor was Lanus to be found in 
the Oxford Atlas, the Rand McNally 
maps, nor on any travel maps that were 
at hand. It wasn’t until I telephoned 
the Argentinian consulate that I dis- 
covered that Lanus, with its quarter of 
a million people, lies half an hour away 


from Buenos Aires—a separate residen- 
tial suburb. How did Lanus get left off 
all the good maps and left out of the.’ 
encyclopedias? It is easily understand- 
able that in a geographical dictionary 
of the world a few names might be omit- 
ted. The En¢yclopedia Britannica, in its 
article on rivers, omits from its list of 
important rivers of the world the Me- 
kong—a 2800-mile-long Asiatic river! 

But I got to thinking about missing 
cities! How many are there that do not 
have the gospel? In Argentina there are 
cities of more than a hundred thousand 
that I did not know—Tucuman, Lomas 
de Zamorra, Mendoza—while in other 
parts of the world there are cities of 
three-quarters of a million and even over 
a million that many people do not know: 
Dairen, Chieng Mai, Jakarta, Kanpur, 
Lodz, Port Arthur, Recife, Tiflis, Wu- 
han, and Tashkent. A college graduate 
to whom I read this list of ten cities 
could not locate one of them, yet two of 
them are over a million, and a third has 
2,800,000 people! The ten cities have a 
total population of over eight million 
two hundred thousand people, just un- 
der the population of our six New Eng- 
land states! 

Christ said, “Other sheep have I 
which are not of this fold; them also I 
must bring” (John 10:16). The Holy 
Spirit also told us to “pray for all men 
everywhere.” I must admit that the sight 
of a map churns me inside with great 
grief for the unnumbered millions in the 
lost cities and the lost tribes of the 
world. Do we have the burden to obey 
the command: “Pray for all men every- 
where?” 








the sale of Corot’s landscapes. Although he painted only 600, there 
are 6,000 reputed Corots in the United States alone. Despite such 
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The Growing Cult of 


MARY WORSH 


This article, on the question “Is 
Mary the Mother of God,” is the first 


in a series on the Mary Cult. 


By THEODORE HAX 


ial school and said: “Mother, next to my real 
Mother, I love you best of all.” 

Her mother asked, “And who is your real mother?” 

“Mary!” answered the child. 

So, according to Roman Catholicism, we not only have a 
heavenly Father but we also have a heavenly Mother. Jesus 
taught us to pray to the Father. Romanism teaches her chil- 
dren to pray to the Mother. Honors that belong to God 
alone are heaped upon Mary. The cult of Mary in the 
Roman Catholic Church has been progressing with increas- 
ing momentum during the last century, and today it is 
rapidly approaching a new and blasphemous climax. 

Prominent in all Catholic literature on Mary is the oft- 
repeated phrase, “Mother of God.” It appears that the 
Greek word “theotokos”, meaning mother of God, was first 
used of Mary in 431 A.D. during the controversy against 
the Nestorian heresy at the Council of Ephesus. Belittling 
the deity of Christ, the Nestorians scoffed that if Christ 
were God, then Mary was the “Mother of God”. So the 
Nestorians forced the phrase upon the orthodox, who ac- 
cepted it and made it a watchword. The original purpose 
in using the word was not so much to fix attention on 
Mary as to emphasize the full deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Subsequently the focus of attention was transferred 
from Christ to His mother. This resulted in an exaggerated 
exaltation of Mary that lifts her to a position comparable 
to God Himself. 

The concept of Mary as the Mother of God is the real 
foundation of all the unscriptural excesses that go to make 
up that Mariolatry which is so revolting to Spirit-taught 
Christians. “From the fact that she is indeed God’s Mother 
all Mary’s glories and all her power come,” writes a modern 
Catholic author. 

O’Brien in his popular book, The Faith of Millions, de- 
clares a threefold foundation for honoring Mary: (1) her 
divine maternity, (2) her perpetual virginity, (3) her Im- 


\ little girl in Los Angeles came home from her Catholic 


14 The Spirit-led life is a life of glorious liberty 














' maculate Conception. It will be observed that “her divine 


maternity” stands first, and from it stem the other two. 

According to an accepted Catholic tradition dating from 
the Middle Ages, Mary, in a reported personal appearance 
to the Venerable Sister Mary Villani, is supposed to have 
said of herself, “After the title of Mother of God, I rejoice 
most in that of advocate of sinners.” This last quotation is 
an example of how easily the Catholic mind graduates from 
the concept of Mary as the Mother of God to attributing to 
her powers and prerogatives which belong to God only. If 
she is the Mother of God, why cannot she also be “advocate 
of sinners”? But the Scriptures know of only one Advocate 
of sinners, and He is “Jesus Christ, the righteous” (1 John 
2:1). 

Some may sincerely ask, “Is it not after all true that Mary 
is the Mother of God? If Jesus Christ is God, and Mary was 
the mother of Christ, then it follows that Mary is the 
Mother of God.” 

The above reasoning has been answered by affirming that 
Mary was only the mother of the human nature of Christ. 
To this Roman Catholic theologians reply, not without 
grounds, that Christ was not two persons, one human and 
the other divine; He is one indivisible Person who is both 
human and just as truly divine. Did not Thomas in the 
upper room on the eighth day after the resurrection of our 
Lord address the risen Christ with the words, “My Lord, 
and my God” (John 20:28), and was not Mary the mother 
of that Being? 

All Christians agree that Jesus Christ is true God as well 
as true Man. Martin Luther in his classic explanation of 
the Second Article of the Apostle’s Creed says: “I believe 
that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my 
Lord.” This is a preeminently Scriptural statement. As true 
God, Christ was begotten of the Father from all eternity. 
As true Man, he was born of the Virgin Mary. Nevertheless, 
the Child which Mary bore in her virgin womb was, as the 
angel Gabriel declared, “the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 

Then what is our objection to calling Mary “the Mother 
of God”? Our objection is twofold: historic and linguistic. 
First, history has abundantly proved that the habit of think- 
ing of Mary as the Mother of God leads to Mariolatry. If 
Mary is the Mother of God, then she ought to be without 
sin; this thought gave birth to the Roman Catholic doctrine 
of the “Immaculate Conception.” If she was without sin, 
then her body should have been incorruptible; and it was 
fitting that she be bodily assumed into heaven. Thus was 
born the doctrine of her bodily assumption into heaven, 
officially defined in 1950. If she was bodily assumed into 
heaven as the Mother of God, it was surely fitting that she 
be given a throne next to her Son and that she be declared 
to be the reigning Queen of heaven, worthy of every honor 
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that is accorded to her Son. And the end is not yet! Each 
of these doctrines issues logically from the premise that 
Mary is the Mother of God. Each of the above doctrines is 
not only extra-Biblical but also, as we shall show, anti- 
Biblical! 

The second part of our objection is linguistic. The phrase 
“Mother of God” does not accurately describe the unique 
relation of Mary to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not without 
great significance that the phrase “Mother of God” is never 
once used in the whole Bible. Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, in 
his eagerness to get his readers to think in Roman Catholic 
terminology, misquotes Elizabeth’s words in Luke 1:43, 
making her say to Mary, “How is it that the Mother of my 
God should come to me?” Yet neither the Douay Version— 
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“The Coronation of the Vir- 
gin,“ by Diego Velasquez. 


official English Bible of the Roman Church—nor the new 
Catholic Confraternity Version admits of such a translation 
of this verse. What Elizabeth really said was: “How have I 
deserved that the mother of my ‘Lord should come to me?” 
(Confraternity Version) The phrase “mother of my Lord” 
simply is not the equivalent of “Mother of my God.” The 
phrase “my Lord” when applied to Christ always refers to 
His incarnate life as the God-man and never to His eternal 
pre-existence as the Second Person of the Trinity. There 
was a time when Christ was not Man; there was never a 
time when He was not true God. Therefore Mary’s maternal 
relationship to Christ is not to His eternal deity, but to His 


(Continued on page 38) 


God designed salvation to give men satisfaction 
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ROME AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


One of the reasons why there is a 
crisis in public school finances is pres- 
sure from the Roman Catholic church 
against adequate school taxations They 
want as low a rate of school taxes as 
possible so that Roman Catholics will 
have more money to contribute for the 
competing Roman parochial school sys- 
tem. This was accented indirectly by 
several speakers before the recent na- 
tional conference of the Knights of Col- 
umbus held in Philadelphia. At least 
four of the bishops who spoke before 
the conference made mention of the 
warfare in the field of education and 
argued that Roman Catholic education 
was being impeded wherever there was 
an increase in taxation to support the 
public school system. Bishop Lawrence 
J. Shehan of Bridgeport, Conn., told the 
K. of C. that Roman “freedom of edu- 
cation” may be threatened by the in- 
direct method of creating conditions 
which would make it economically im- 
possible for parochial schools to exist. 
He also accused people “in several 
states” of seeking to impede Roman 
Catholic education by means of restric- 
tive legislation in zoning laws. 

What is needed, in the opinion of this 
Editor, is a system that would make it 
impossible for any member of a group 
that has parochial schools to be elected 
to any board of education in any city. 
That would mean that no Lutheran 
could be elected to the school board of 
any community that has a Lutheran 
school and that no Roman Catholic 
could be elected to a school board in a 
community where there is a Roman 
parochial school. 

There would be a sharp increase in 
the efficiency of the American public 
school system if such a principle were 
established. The reasons for this opinion 
are drawn from observation over a life- 
time. Look around you in your own 
community. Undoubtedly there are Ro- 
man schools in the neighborhood of the 
large majority of the readers of these 
words. And yet it will be found that in 
almost every community where there is 
a parochial system there are also large 
numbers of Roman Catholics on the 
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public school board. There is the strong 
risk, if not the certainty, that every ef- 
fort is made to exalt the parochial sys- 
tem at the expense of the state support- 
ed schools. 

While speaking of the different sys- 
tems, it is also worth while to notice 
that the Roman Catholic schools con- 
sistently study the I.Q. rating of their 
students and keep only the advancing 
students. Students who fall largely below 
the norm are dropped to the public 
schools, so that the Roman schools do 
not have the problem of retarded chil- 
dren that is so great a burden in the 
public schools. It would be interesting 
to have statistics of the religious faith 
of all retarded children in the public 
schools, in order to note the percentages 
in comparison with general population 
statistics. 


RUSSIAN MENNONITES 


Officials of the Baptist Church in Rus- 
sia who attended the recent Baptist 
World Alliance in London informed an 
American Mennonite that there were 
still about 20,000 Mennonites in Rus- 
sia. Most of them, it was learned, now 
live inf, or east of, the Ural mountains. 
They were moved there by the Soviets 
from their. former residences in the 
Ukraine, Crimea, and the Volga River 
Valley. United States Mennonites have 
heard little about their Russian breth- 
ren during the last fifteen years. 


DEBATE ON PEALE IN SECULAR PRESS 


The Redbook for September carried 
two articles taking opposite sides in the 
stormy controversy that is arising over 
Norman Vincent Peale. The article 
against Pealism is written by a journal- 
ist, William Peters, who gathers together 
the many criticisms against easy-going 
religion that have been leveled by 
“theologians of impressive reputation, 
men who are secure in their positions 
and whose sincerity is obvious.” One of 
the strongest criticisms comes from 
Reinhold Niebuhr who states: “The 
Christian religion is one of repentance 
and faith, sin and grace. Christianity 
stresses the idea that man tends to think 
more of himself than he should and that 


there can be no real meeting with God 
except through repentance and confes- 
sion of sin. The basic sin of this new 
cult is its egocentricity. It puts ‘self’, in- 
stead of the cross, at the center of the 
picture. Christianity insists that you can- 
not have faith without repentance, and 
since the very ideas of sin and repent- 
ance are negative, the positive thinkers 
simply leave them out, or at best, gloss 
them over. The result is a partial pic- 
ture of Christianity, a sort of half-truth.” 
Similar strong statements are quoted 
from Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Dr. 
Liston Pope of Yale, and Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, president of the United Luth- 
eran Church in America. Another jour- 
nalist, Arthur Gordon, presents the de- 
fence for Peale. The principal supporter 
of the easy-going religion is Dr. Samuel 
Shoemaker, of Calvary Episcopal Church, 
Pittsburgh. Dr. Shoemaker’s argument is 
that Dr. Peale is giving a primary 
course, and that a primary course is 
needed to bring people to the edge of 
faith. I believe that this is unscriptural; 
for a man must be approached as Christ 
approached the woman at the well— 
with the fact of her sin and with His 
ability to meet all her need in Himself. 


POLITICS AND PRIVILEGE 


Another private bill has been put 
through Congress and signed by the 
President permitting nuns who have 
come from Italy on six-month visitor 
visas to be received as permanent resi- 
dents. This has been a dozen times now, 
and each time the thousands of appli- 
cants in Italy who are waiting for their 
turn under the quota are put down a 
few notches to make way for these nuns. 
The group included in the present bill 
is composed of cooks and housekeepers 
at a Roman Seminary. 


STRATEGIC DELAY 


The bill that is before the Argentine 
Senate which proposes to end Roman 
Catholicism’s status as the State religion 
has been postponed for six months. Ro- 
manism has been the official religion 
since 1810 when the country won her 
independence from Spain. 
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YARDSTICK FOR REVIVAL 


At the recent Teronto convention of 
the Churches of Christ (Disciples) the 
Rev. Lawrence W. Bash of University 
Christian Church, Austin, Texas, said, 
“Billy Graham draws vast throngs 
wherever he goes, money rolls into the 
churches, vast new church buildings are 
planned—but our crime rate continues 
to climb. I think that we have one foot 
in Heaven and the other on the banana 
peel of self-interest.” Mr. Bash urged 
the delegates to gauge the success of 
religious revivals by checking against 
public morality, crime, etc. “Religious 
interest is here,” he said, “but until it 
is crystallized into a total commitment 
to Christ there is no revival.” 


FIFTH LEG FOR A CAT 


Religious news releases say that the 
director of the Soul Clinic movement de- 
sires to start a new Bible House in Swit- 
zerland designed to serve “millions of 
people in Europe who have never even 
seen a Bible.” Europe needs a new Bible 
Society like a cat needs a fifth leg. 
Among the Bible Societies which are 
working full tilt in Europe are the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, with 
branches in every European capital 
where there is liberty to have one; the 
Societe Biblique de Geneve in Switzer- 
land; Societe Biblique Auxiliare du 
Canton de Vaud, at Lausanne, Switzer- 
land; La Maison de la Bible, with offices 
in Paris, Marseilles, and Geneva; and 
other similar societies in Holland, Ger- 
many, and Scandinavia. The announce- 
ment speaks of a quarter of a million 
dollars to start. This amount would have 
to include a budget for depot, printing, 
plates, mailing department, colporteurs, 
etc., all of which exist in capacity cap- 
able of distributing five or ten times the 
amount of Scriptures for which there is 
money. The first quarter of a million 
dollars in a new venture would go out 
largely for unnecessary duplication of 
overhead. What was left might produce, 
at the most, half a million Testaments 
in one language or 300,000 if spread 
over two languages—proportionately less 
for more languages. The same amount 
of money granted to the existing Bible 
societies would place two to three times 
as many Testaments in editions where 
the plates already exist and where the 
only problem is getting the money to 
print and circulate. This venture is typi- 
cal of much of the effort that is being 
carried on today in the multiplication 
of missions and societies which generally 
provide jobs and travel for their direc- 
tors. It is to be hoped that Christians 
who are asked to contribute to various 
movements will get solid advice on ex- 
isting conditions before they throw their 
money into these burgeoning organiza- 
tions. And it is not enough to have the 
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name of some well-known evangelicals 
on a council of reference. Too many 
leaders endorse the good intentions of a 
good man without knowing anything 
about the worth of these good inten- 
tions. 


SEVEN SEDITIOUS SERMONS 


Seven Buenos Aires priests have been 


reported to the Chancery Office by gov- 


ernment officials for allegedly preaching 
“seditious sermons.” This news was an- 
nounced at a press conference by the 
Minister of the Interior, Oscar Albrieu. 
He said that the priests could be pun- 
ished under the penal code but that no 
action had so far been taken. The 
Minister repeated previous government 
charges that blame for new disturbances, 
climaxed by a government-announced 
“terrorist plot” on August 15, rested on 
“militant Roman Catholics” and _ politi- 
cal action groups hostile to the Peron 
regime. The announcement came right 
after a statement by the Peronista 
Party’s Supreme Council condemning 
“those who use religious dogma and 
their Church as instruments of low po- 
litical ends.” —The Council added that 
the time had come for it to resume all- 
out political activity. Three other 
priests, involved in the plot to assassi- 
nate Peron, have also been arrested. 
Chalked on the walls of the Buenos 
Aires cathedral one morning was a sign 
that read: “Peron yes, priests no—priests 
are murderers.” 


MONUMENT TO A FOOL 


The Socialist-controlled city council of 
Nuremberg, Germany, has voted to re- 
erect a statue to a German atheist which 
was destroyed by Nazi authorities in 
1933. The original monument to Lud- 
wig Feuerbach (1804-1872), a materialist 
philosopher, bore the inscription, “Man 
Created God According To His Image.” 
The same inscription is to be placed on 
the’new statue. Church officials denounc- 
ed the action as an insult and said that 
the’ contempt of totalitarian states for 
human dignity can be substantially at- 
tributed to Feuerbach’s teachings. Christ- 
ians will be reminded of Proverbs 29:1. 


RUSSIAN LIBERTY 


A confidential source, speaking Rus- 
sian, was able to talk privately with 
some of the Russian delegates who came 
to London last summer for the Baptist 
World Alliance. My informant has sent 
me a communication from Europe which 
I translate as follows: “I was able to 
speak with the Russian Baptist dele- 
gates. It was very interesting. Even 
though they pretend to be free to preach 
the Gospel, this notion of freedom is 
absolutely different from that which we 
know in the West. They admitted one 


fact, that they have not the right to ex- 
ercise any religious propaganda outside 
of their one auditorium in Moscow, and 
they cannot baptise or admit into their 
church any young person who has not 
reached his eighteenth birthday. All’ 
work of Sunday Schools is absolutely for- 
bidden. . . . But unfortunately in their 
public appearances in London they 
claimed to enjoy total freedom. I be- 
lieve that we must combat this quasi- 
communist propaganda and say that 
even if these brethern are sincere, their 
‘liberty’ is like that of a bird in a cage 
or of a prisoner in his prison.” 


HIGHER LOYALTY 


In the French-Canadian town of 


.Lachute, Quebec Province, an interest- 


ing controversy has broken out over the 
question of the flag of the Papacy and 
the flag of Canada. For many years there 
has been a tradition of alternating the 
office of mayor between an English- 
speaking councilman and a French- 
speaking councilman. This year the 
mayor happens to be Dr. Frederick W. 
Fitzgerald. There was going to be a 
Eucharistic congress of the Roman Cath- 
olics in Lachute for five days during the 
latter part of June. Romanists began to 
decorate the town in the colors of the 
Papacy—yellow and gold. The decor- 
ators hoisted the papal ensign—yellow 
emblems on a gold field—to the top of 
the city flag pole and put the Union 
Jack beneath it. The mayor saw it and 
ordered two city constables to restore 
the national flag tb its place of pre- 
eminence above the papal flag. When 
this was done, there was immediate pro- 
test by the Romanists. Several hundred 
of them met in the city auditorium, cir- 
culated a petition, calling on the mayor 
to resign. 


YOUTH AND THE KING JAMES VERSION 


MacLean’s Magazine, foremost Can- 
adian secular weekly, recently carried an 


editorial concerning Bible versions. A 


prominent Canadian had stated that 
modern translations were needed for 
dealing with children of the younger 
generation. MacLean’s disagreed, saying 
that there were virtues in modern ver- 
sions. but that the teaching of English 
was not one of them. The editorial con- 
tinued: 

“Aside from its content, the King 
James Version of the Bible is one of the 
great treasure houses of the English 
language. A child unfamiliar with its 
cadences, a child to whom its figures of 
speech have no meaning is in danger of 
growing up tone deaf to the melody of 
his native tongue. . . . 

“Undoubtedly a childish simplicity of 
language is best for teaching people to 
brush their teeth, or to drive carefully, 

(Continued on page 32) 
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REACTION ON RAMM 





A Flood of Divergent Opinion Continues 
to Swirl around His Book 


When we commissioned Joseph Bayly to write a critical review of “The 
Christian View of Science and Scripture,” (ETERNITY, August, 1955) the much- 
discussed book by Bernard Ramm, Baylor University theologian, the editors 
sought to present a fair appraisal of the significance, the strength, and the 
weakness of the work. 

But reactions to our review have been as varied as they have been to 
the book. We asked Dr. Ramm to reply to Mr. Beyly’s review and his reply 
is published below. In addition, ETERNiTy has received letters from scientists, 
theologians, and students which we think will stimulate thinking Christians as 
they Yee some of the controversial, but important, issues that have been 
raised. 

As Joe Bayly stated in his review: “Certainly the book is an encourage- 
ment to further thought and writing on the subject and tends to develop 
intellectual maturity among Christians. Can any of us be other than thankful 
that we live in a day of facing up to realities, especially in the household of 
God? Such an attitude as is revealed by Dr. Ramm (“We may have been 
wrong in some of our interpretations, and if we have let’s admit and change 





them”) is one of the most hopeful signs in contemporary evangelicalism.” 
It is in this spirit we have devoted space in ETERNITY to the reactions both 
to Dr. Ramm’s book and Mr. Bayly’s review.—Eds. 


Sirs: 

. .. I have read Mr. Bayly’s review, as 
I have also read reviews by John R. Rice 
of the Sword of the Lord and by Arthur 
Kuschke of Westminster Theological 
Seminary. Since reading Mr. Bayly’s re- 
view I have read through Dr. Ramm’s 
book for myself. 

My reaction to Mr. Bayly’s review is 
that he has succinctly put his finger on 
many of the weaknesses of Ramm’s vol- 
ume. It is my opinion that he has not ex- 
hausted these weaknesses and that there 
are others of which I am critical. . . . 

Harovp LInDsELL 

Dr. Lindsell is Dean of Administration 
and Professor of Missions in Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia.—Eds. 

Sirs: 

...1 would . . . agree with Bayly that 
...- “after clearing away the ramshackle 
structures of erroneous interpretation, 
we must be careful in building our new 
structure that we do not shift our 
foundation from the rock beneath.” Now 
I believe that most of the burden of 
Bayly’s review is that some such shifting 
seems implicit in many aspects of the 
position Ramm has taken. 


18 There are many Christians who do nothing, 


I cannot go that far until I hear 
further explanation from Ramm on the 
various topics. I rather feel that Ramm 
is sometimes too guarded in his expres- 
sion and that he needs to declare him- 
self, especially in regard to some of the 
materials that are presented separately 
and without comment at various points 
throughout the volume. However, it 
seems to me, at this point, that all 
Ramm’s volume needs is to be tighten- 
ed up a bit to eliminate some of the 
gaps as far as transitions are concerned. 
I feel that Bayly is too negative in his 
approach. Even his review is not bal- 
anced in that it fails to give an over-all 
view of the book’s contents for those who 
do not have it to hand. Certainly more 
than a relatively few introductory words 
should be devoted to pointing out 
Ramm’s tremendous positive contribu- 
tions. .. . 

Lioyp F. DEAN 

Dr. Dean, of Gordon College, Boston, 
Massachusetts, is editor of the Gordon 
Review.—Eds. 

Sirs: 

. . - In reading the book I had been 
disturbed by some of the same things 
that Mr. Bayly discusses in his critical 


review. I appreciate the review because 
Mr. Bayly did such a splendid job in 
his analysis of Dr. Ramm’s questionable 
work. I believe that one of Mr. Bayly’s 
strongest criticisms is that of the seeming 
tendency of Dr. Ramm to take certain 
points out of the realm of inspiration 
and insist they are simply the matter of 
interpretation. However, I do believe 
that Mr. Bayly at times tended toward 
picking on Dr. Ramm on small points 
that he failed to really substantiate. . . . 

RoceErR J. ANDRUS 

Dr. Andrus is Executive Vice Presi- 
dent and Treasurer of the Midwest 
Bible and Missionary Institute, St. 
Louis, Misouri.—Eds. 

Sirs: 

. . . I have known Mr. Bayly for a 
good number of years and see again his 
competence in this review. I believe the 
review was both good and fair. . . . 

G. Doucias YouNG 

Dr. Young is Dean of the Seminary, 


Northwestern College, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.—Eds. 
Sirs: 


. .. I believe that Mr. Bayly has rath- 
er correctly criticized what Dr. Ramm 
has to say about prevailing cultural con- 
cepts, etc. Certainly that is a weak spot 
in the book under consideration. Now, 
however, Mr. Bayly seems to have gone 
out on a limb as regards the Biblical 
teaching of a universal flood. That is ex- 
actly the point in question; namely, 
whether the language of the Bible does 
require our understanding of the flood 
described there as beifg universal. 

At the June meeting of the American 
Scientific Affiliation, Dr. Samuel Schultz 
of Wheaton College read a paper, and 
there was a certain amount of discussion 
along the same line by those present, 
which might be summarized by saying 
that the flood was sufficiently general to 
involve all of mankind, but that it was 
yet to be proved that it was geographic- 
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ally universal. In passing his judgments 
regarding the flood, I believe that Mr. 
Bayly is inadvertently doing the very 
thing which too many Evangelicals have 
done in past years as regards scientific 
matters; namely, concluding in his own 
mind that Scripture statements definite- 
ly requite or definitely exclude certain 
scientific judgments when it may very 
well be questioned as to whether the 
Scripture does require or exclude the 
judgments. 

... I rather think a major weakness 
of the Ramm book is that the author 
does not guard sufficiently to restrain 
untutored minds from going beyond the 
author’s expressed views and ending 
with personal views which cannot be 
reconciled with an inspired, inerrant 
Bible. .. . 

Mr. Bayly is also justified in charging 
Dr. Ramm with neglect when, after 
quoting men like J. S. Whale, etc., he 
does not evaluate for his readers the 
materials quoted nor does he point out 
the dangers of Liberalism and Neo-Orth- 
odoxy in connection with acceptable 
quotations from those who hold to such 
views. . . . 

Burton L. GoppARD 

Dr. Goddard is Dean of the Gordon 
Divinity. School, Beverly Farms, Massa- 
chusetts.—Eds. 

Sirs: 

. For two weeks I used Ramm’s 
book as a text for the course in Scientific 
Apologetics at Young Life Institute, a 
post graduate school training workers in 
this high school evangelistic organiza- 
tion. Bernard Ramm was also here 
teaching. He is a devout man, a prolific 
reader, and a delightful friend. No one 
could be more loyal to the Scriptures 
than he. 

... Generally speaking, Ramm’s book 
is excellent, loyal to the Bible, and has 
a viewpoint which does permit a har- 
mony of science and Scripture. His op- 
ponents have not caught up with his en- 
lightened thinking. Most objections to 
his book can be answered from the book 
itself by thorough reading. . . . 

RussELL MIXTER 

Dr. Mixter is Professor of Zoology in 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, I\linois.— 
Eds. 

Sirs: 

. . . My basic objection to Ramm’s 
book is that, although he is writing on 
science, he has no philosophy of science. 
He does not discuss its nature, its pur- 
pose, its possibilities and limitations. 
This basic lack is seen in a Score of de- 
tailed points throughout the book. 
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My reaction to the review is that Mr. 
Bayly has still less of an appreciation of 
the problems involved. What he says 
may be good enough, but it is super- 
ficial... . 

Gorpon H. Ciark 

Dr. Clark is Professor of Philosophy 
in Butler University, Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana.—Eds. ; 
Sirs: | 

.. . These remarks are .. . to point 
up two very important facts: 1) This 
book gathers into one volume the data 
lying dormant and almost forgotten in 
scholarly works now fifty to one hundred 
years old. . . . 2) This book and its 
author should be treated with the same 
courtesy and reserve of temper that we 
have given believing scholars such as 
Green, Strong, Kyle, Wright, Orr, and 
others, whose ministries have been ap- 
preciated and respected, but whose ideas 
in certain areas were received with cau- 
tion or even rejected. . . . Do not rush 
out and hang this good man’s hide on 
the fence because he happens to be say- 
ing before the sun what a good many 
fundamentalist scholars have been say- 
ing in small circles for ten years or 
more! 

.. . He takes his stand (pp. 37-39) as 
“Protestant, Biblical, Conservative, and 
Trinitarian.” In doing this he further 
dissociates himself from that rather vari- 
able system called Neo-orthodoxy by re- 
jecting one extreme of the movement in 
Bultmann (a European N. T. scholar 
who holds the Bible to be a congeries 


of mythology) (pp. 119-122) and the’, 
othet in Brunner’s (following Kierke- 
gaard) strong rupture between the | 
spheres of revelation and of history (p. 
38). Ramm asserts that “The Incarna- 
tion and Resurrection are in the stream 
of History. He likewise frequently names 
and rejects modernism or liberalism (p. 
108, e.g.). It is of interest to know that 
contrary to some evangelical theologians 
he believes in old-fashioned “natural 
theology” (pp. 80-82). 


Orthodox doctrines which he plainly 
receives are: the virgin birth of Jesus 
(pp. 39, 293-296), the incarnation and 
resurrection of Jesus (p. 38), the resur- 
rection of the body (p. 82), creation 
(many pages), etc. 

Last mention is given here to “Inspir- 
ation” inasmuch as this is the precise 
point at which ‘Ramm’s difficulties 
with contemporary fundamentalists are 
bound to come. It seems to be clear that 
Ramm accepts a high view of inspira- 
tion. “The author of this book believes 
in the divine origin of the Bible, and 
therefore in its divine inspiration; and 
he emphatically rejects any partial the- 
ory of inspiration or liberal or neo- 
orthodox views of the Bible. If what 
follows disagrees with cherished beliefs 
of the reader, be assured it is not a 
difference over inspiration but over in- 
terpretation” (pp. 41, 42)... . 

Although he is careful to avoid spe- 
cifically using the term of himself, and 
though he is obviously embarrassed by 


(Continued on page 34) 








Ramm’s Own 
Reaction 


I don’t think I will tackle any reply to Joe’s review. Admittedly the book 
is controversial, and I could spend the rest of my life writing answers to re- 
viewers. I don’t wish to start any circle of replies to replies. If the book is 
defective and opinion concurs at this point, then I should agree to it and 
mend my mental ways. If it is a solid contribution the book will make its own 


way. So let’s leave it with that. 


In His Grace, 


OL Bern 
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CHAPTER 15 part 3 


SATAN AND HISTORY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The LORD and the Earth-God 


he third of the judgments on Pharaoh and on the gods 
T Egypt came out of the soil of Egypt. The alluvial de- 

posits from the annual inundations made this soil, and 
make it today, one of the richest soils in the world. Nowhere 
can there be more bountiful crops. The Hebrews remem- 
bered the leeks, the onions, the garlic, the melons of Egypt; 
and the traveller today can ‘find an abundance of luscious 
fruit in Egypt at modest prices. Our English versions trans- 
late the plague as one of lice, but this leaves something to 
be desired. The margin of the revision shows the hesitancy 
of the translators who added sand flies, and fleas as possible 
renderings of the Hebrew word ken which comes from a root 
meaning to dig. It is probable that the insect was one of 
that variety which digs under the skin of men, still found 
today in many parts of the world in different forms. 

But where was the great god of the earth, Geb, to whom 
the priests made offerings because of the bounty of the soil? 
The artifice of the priests failed them at this point. They 
could not duplicate such things with their magic as they 
had done before, and they were too busy with the incon- 
veniences of the itching to carry on their mummery. It is 
interesting to note, in passing, the nature of the work of 
these religious leaders who were the earthly representatives 
of the Satanic gods. There are three Hebrew words used to 
describe them. The first word, translated magicians, comes 
from a root that signifies a reader of horoscopes. Here is 
the source of their religious life. They are occupied with 
the demons who receive the worship of the hosts of Heaven 
(Zeph. 1:5). The second word is onomatopoeic in both lang- 
uages, for while it is translated sorcerers, and is from the 
Hebrew kashaph its fundamental root points to a whisperer 
of incantations. The third word, wise men, refers to a sly 
cleverness, akin to that of our prestidigitator who operates 
on the principle that the hand is quicker than the eye. Put 
the three words together and we have the picture of a group 
of crafty deceivers, making dupes of the people by their 
arts, but totally unable to cope with a wonder wheh it en- 
ters into the field of the divine. “This is the finger of Elo- 
him,” they said (Ex. 8:19), and for the first time the name 
of the true God is found on the lips of these men, who 
are forced to recognize that the gods they had served were 
powerless; yet Pharoah hardened his heart. 


The LORD and the Scarab-God 


Our version records the fourth of the plagues as being 
“swarms of flies.” The last words are in italics because they 
are not in the original. The plague consisted of swarms, and 
perhaps the word signifies that the swarms were insects of 
all kinds. This would be a great irony on God's part be- 
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cause of the position of the sacred scarab among the gods 
of Egypt. Archaeologists have discovered tens of thousands 
of beetles, many carved from the most precious stones and 
with intaglio inscriptions on their backs. The reason for 
the deification of the scarab beetle is typical and most in- 
teresting. The insect is about as big as a five-cent piece, but 
it feeds on dung in the fields in a most curious way. When 
the flocks and herds defecate, these insects swarm from 
their holes in the ground and collect their provender for 
their future meals. They take the stercoral matter and form 
it into a mathematically perfect sphere about the size of a 
golf ball and roll it across the fields to their subterranean 
dwelling. The Egyptians were not very good entomologists, 
but they could not help observing the thousands of per- 
fectly formed balls being rolled across their fields. They 
soon made a connection in their minds between the spheres 
of dung and the sun in the sky and conceived the idea that 
a giant beetle rolled the sun from evening until morning 
through the underworld until the sunrise brought it back 
into the sky once more. They also had the false idea that 
the beetle deposited its larva in the sphere, but modern 
entomology has proven that this is not true. The sun as 
the seed of life, however, they found illustrated in the 
work of the scarab, and some of the giant ones were accorded 
the honor of mummification and entombment with the 
Pharaohs. Amon-Ra, who was counted to be the king of the 
gods, had the head of a beetle. We can well imagine the 
consternation that covered the land at the arrival of swarms 
of these sacred insects in the houses. Possessed as they are 
with ‘mandibles that are so serrated on one side that they 
can saw through wood, their destructive qualities would 
exceed that of termites. At the same time, they were looked 
upon with a reverence which might be compared to that 
of a Roman Catholic priest toward the piece of bread 
which he has supposedly turned into the body of Christ. 
The plague of the swarms had one other aspect which was 
humiliating to the gods of Egypt. God the Lord had divid- 
ed between Egypt and tlie land of Goshen where the 
Israelites were encamped. The swarms came upon the Ham- 
ites in Egypt, but the Semites were not touched. The pres- 
ence of the swarms caused Pharaoh to call Moses and plead 
for a cessation of the plague and offer the first hint of com- 
promise, even asking to be prayed for (Exod. 8:28). But 
God does not compromise, always demanding an uncondi- 
tional surrender. This was not acceptable to Pharaoh, and 
the judgments continued. : 


The LORD and the Bull-God 


The fifth plague was against the domestic animals of 
Egypt. The worship of Apis, the bull god, and of the cow- 
headed Hathor, goddess of the deserts, was so widespread 
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that the children of Israel had themselves become infected 


with this worship, and later, when they thought that Moses 
had disappeared, gave their gold to be made into a calf, the 
image of Apis, and cried, “These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt” (Exod. 32:4). 
Truly they did not understand the wonders that God was 
performing. In India also the traveller sees the cow, most 
sacred of all the animals, walking down the main streets of 
cities, going freely into stores and shops, nosing its way along 
the counters, or obstructing traffic in the streets. In Egypt 
the domestic animals were sacred, and in every temple there 
was a pen into. which only the priests and Pharaoh could 
penetrate. In such a pen in each temple a live bull was 
kept and worshipped as being the incarnation of one of the 
gods. The plague that now came upon the land was a 
“murrain,” a contagious disease among cattle, and even the 
sacred bulls in the temples died (Exod. 9:3-7). The other 
domestic animals were sacred also, and the murrain struck 
the goats and rams, the images of whose heads adorned the 
bodies of many idols. Perhaps even Bubastis, the cat god- 
dess of love, feminine matters, and fashion, was scourged 
with the pestilence. At all events the judgments executed 
against the gods had come into the back yards of every 
farmer and into the sacred enclosures of every temple. 
Once more the sons of Shem were spared, and when the 
news of this came to Pharaoh he sent messengers to investi- 
gate. The report proved that there was indeed the division 
between the two peoples and that even the cattle of the 
Hebrews was not touched. Yet still Pharaoh hardened his 
heart. 


Ashes of Cursing 

The sixth wonder was manifested against the bodies of 
men. The plague was one of “boils” (Exod. 9:8-11), though 
this word may hide something even more terrible than we 
see at first glance. The Hebrew root means burning, and the 
concordance reveals that the same word is translated as 
leprosy (Lev. 13:18-20), and as the Egyptian botch (Deut. 
28:27,35) which is declared to be incurable. The account 
of the plague gives no indication that any Egyptians were 
cured, for such cures might have been ascribed to the gods 
of the land, to many of whom they attributed great powers 
of healing. Among these there were notably Thoth, the 
ibis-headed god of intelligence and medical learning, Apis 
and Serapis, and Imhotep. The author of the article on 
Egyptian religion in the Encyclopedia Britannica confesses 
a confusion among scholars concerning the attributes of the 
Egyptian deities, and seems disturbed about it, but when 
we consider that there were local deities who took on various 
characteristics at home and were overlapped by national 
deities, the difficulty disappears. The polytheistic mind is 
liable to consider that any god has any attribute in time of 
need. We can study the same phenomenon today where 
various powers are ascribed to a certain statue of the Vir- 
gin Mary not possessed by other statues of the same person, 
and where, for example, the Virgin of Lourdes and the 
Virgin of La Salette and the Virgin of Fatima vie for the 
faithfulness of different devotees in the same church build- 
ing. 

pa all events this sixth plague brought the conflict to the 
individual, and the magicians did not escape. We are in- 
formed directly that they were tainted with the plague, and 
must, therefore, have been unable to carry on their priestly 
functions. People may have brought their gifts and offer- 
ings in feverish hands, but feverish priests received them, 
and gods that were impotent must have been impotently 
served. More and more it was being forced upon the 
leaders that their gods were vanity. And to add insult to 
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injury the priests may well have known the particular 
means used by Moses to launch this plague against them. 
There were human sacrifices in the Egyptian religion, and 
it was the custom to take the ashes of these sacrifices and 
cast them into the air. Borne by the wind they floated over 
the milling populace who counted it a token of sure bless- 
ing to have some of the ashes fall upon them. From this 
heathen custom there is derived the modern practice of 
putting ashes on the forehead on the first day of Lent. But 
now Moses steps to the furnace and casts ashes into the air. 
We are not given the identification of the furnace, and it is 
useless to speculate. But the Moses who had access to the 
inner court of Pharaoh must have had access to the sacred 
precincts of the royal temples. His rod that changed to a 
serpent and his hand that could become leprous or cured 
by thrusting it into his bosom must have cleared a way for 
him to any place he desired to’ go. It is possible that the 
ashes were from the same source as the Egyptian ashes of 
blessing. But at the touch of Moses these ashes were ashes 
of cursing. And terrible to record, once more we read that 
“Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.” 


The Cracking of Public Opinion 

The coming of the seventh wonder must have brought 
quaking terror to the hearts of the people. A great tempest 
came upon the land (Exod. 9:18-33), terrifying because 
Egypt is the sunny land with almost no rain. Now there 
was not only rain—the account tells us twice that there 
was rain, as though to make doubly sure that we compre- 
hend the phenomenal nature of the storm—but there was 
also hail and fire. The Egyptians worship red water and 
fire, and now these two things were to break out and 
curse them. Where was Shu, the wind god? And where was 
Nut, the sky goddess? Where was Horus the elder, the 
hawk-headed sky god of upper Egypt? Could they not pro- 
tect the land from these dire outbreaks in the nature that 
was supposed to be subservient to them? 

The first cracking of public opinion came with this won- 
der. It had been announced that the animals that were left 
in the field would be destroyed, but that the animals that 
were put under cover would be spared. There were some 
that believed, for we read, “He that feared the word of the 
Lord among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and 
his cattle flee into the houses” (Exod. 9:20). Once again 
the hardened ruler sent for Moses and confessed his sin 
and the sin of his people, even using the Hebrew names for 
God. “I have sinned this time; the Lord (Jehovah) is 
righteous, and I and my people are wicked. Intreat the 
Lord (Jehovah) that there be no more mighty thunderings 
(voices of Elohim)” (Exod. 9:27,28). But it is possible for 
a man to confess his sin and to ask for prayer and yet be a 
hardened sinner. The French have a phrase that needs to 
be circulated in English. They speak of those who use 
spiritual language but whose heart is far from God as using 
le patois de Canaan, the dialect of Canaan. Pharaoh had 
the heart of Ham, even though his mouth was filled with 
the names of God that had been revealed to the Semites. 
Thus the judgments had to continue. 

There seems to have been a long interval between some 
of the earlier plagues, but the eighth followed hard on the 
seventh. Locusts were brought into the land. It would ap- 
pear that this was a new thing for Egypt. Locusts had been 
known in other places, but now the dread scourge of west- 
ern North Africa and of western Asia was to come into the 
land of the Nile where it had not been known before. Every 
grain and twig and leaf that had escaped the fire and the 
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INTERNATIONAL 


By W. WARREN FILKIN, JR. 


The Sunday school lesson commentaries 
in Evernity for the months of September 
and October have been written by Dr. War- 
ren Filkin, professor of Christian Education, 
Northern Baptist Theological” Seminary, 
Chicago. We are pleased to present these ex- 
cellent commentaries by one of the country’s 
leaders in the Sunday school field. Circum- 
stances have prevented Dr. Filkin from con- 
tinuing the commentaries for the usual two- 
year period, but we have been fortunate in 
obtaining the talents of the Rev. Harold 
Fife, international chairman of the North 
Africa Mission, for this important assign- 
ment. Mr. Fife’s commentaries will begin 
with the November issue. 


OCTOBER 23, 1955 


Struggle in the Wilderness 
(Temperance) 


Background Scripture: Luke 4:1-15 
Printed Text: Luke 4:1-15 


Devotional Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16 
Memory Selection: Luke 4:8, “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt serve.” 


INTRODUCTION “The most important, the 
most memorable, the most 
mysterious battle in history, was the conflict 
between Jesus and the Devil,” wrote Charles 
R. Erdman. “It is not to be supposed that 
this was the first, or the last assault of the 
false against the rightful Ruler of this 
world; but the experience which closed the 
forty days spent by Jesus in the wilderness 
was a type and summary of ail the attacks 
of Satan and a pledge and prophecy of his 
final defeat.” 

“Jesus had been endowed with superna- 
tural power, and He was tempted to make 
use of it in furthering his own interests 
without regard to the Father’s will” (Plum- 
mer). 


The Gospel writers may well have re- 
ceived the account from Jesus Himself. 
Jesus may well have told the disciples long 
afterward about this fierce struggle with 
the prince of evil that met Him at the 
threshold of His ministry. 


DISCUSSION 
The Purpose of the Temptation. 


One of the chief values of the accounts 
of the temptation of Christ lies in the fact 
that Jesus dragged Satan into the light, and 
revealed to His followers and to the world 
the fact of his personality, and his methods 
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of work. G. Campbell Morgan insists that 
Jesus’ meeting with the devil was certainly 
not of the devil’s planning. Neither was it 
an accident or something that “just hap- 
pened.” Rather, it was a divine plan that 
was being wrought out. “Jesus went into 
the wilderness under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to find the devil,” says. Dr. 
Morgan. “My own conviction is that if the 
devil could have escaped that day he would 
have done so. It is a very popular fallacy 
that the enemy drove Christ into a corner 
and tempted Him. But the whole divine 
story reveals that the facts were quite 
otherwise.” 


Here was God’s perfect Man, led by the 
Spirit, or driven by the Spirit (Mark 1:12), 
into the wilderness to compel the adversary 
to enter into combat. 


The Time. 


The temptation came just after Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan river, when the Spirit 
of God descended upon Him like a dove 
and a voice from heaven said, “Thou art 
my beloved Son: in thee I am well pleased” 
(Luke 3:22). Retirement for reflection fol- 
lowing His baptism was likely to be the first 
impulse of Jesus. 


The Place and Circumstances. 


The place of the temptation was the 
wilderness, and what a wilderness it was 
for Him. Someone has remarked that Christ, 
through His victory there, has made the 
wilderness and the solitary place a place of 
gladness that blossoms as the rose. Here the 


last Adam triumphed over the devil. Note © 


the contrast between the first Adam in his 
temptation and the last Adam, Christ. In 
the first, the devil challenged Adam. In 
this temptation, Jesus challenged the devil. 
The devil ruined the first Adam. Jesus 
spoiled the devil. The defeat of the first 
Adam by the devil involved the entire 
human race. Christ in His victory secured 
victory for the entire human race. “The 
first Adam stood as the head of the race, 
and falling, dragged the race down with 
him. The last Adam stood as the Head of 
the new race, and being victorious, lifted 
that race with Him” (Morgan). 


It should be noted that the last Adam’s 
temptation was considerably different from 
that of the first Adam. Both Adams, of 
course, were sinless before the temptation. 
But Christ was tempted in the wilderness, 
and not in Eden; He was tempted not in 
the enjoyment of all good, but in the press- 
ing want of all that is necessary for the 
sustenance of life, and in the felt weakness 
that went along with such experience. 





The three temptations described may be 
merely specimens and so “representative of 
the struggle which continued throughout 
the whole riod” (Plummer). Erdman 
writes that they are probably intended to 
be symbolic and inclusive, and that under 
one or the other of these enticements to 
evil can be grou all the moral trials of 
mankind. In Luke 4:2 the present tense of 
the participle (“being tempted”) implies 
that temptation, though incidental, was 
continuous, going on with increasing in- 
tensity all the time (A. B. Bruce). 


The First Temptation—To doubt the good- 
ness of God (vv. 3, 4). 


This temptation is not to doubt Christ’s 
Messiahship, nor the second either, for both 
Burton and Robertson insist that the Greek 
may properly be translated, “Since thou art 
the Son of God.” It was a temptation to 
doubt the goodness of God. It is possible 


that the devil pointed to a stone that bore , 


some resemblance to a loaf of bread. The 
sin of turning the stone into bread would 
be in His using divine power to satisfy His 
human needs. If He were to do this, at this 
point in His life and all along the way, 
there would have been no hunger, no pain, 
no sorrow, no cross. He would have defeated 
the very purpose He had in coming into 
the ‘world—“to give his life a ransom” 
(Matt. 20:28). Christ says, in reply to the 
devil’s taunt, that the God who sustained 
life in the Old Testament would sustain 
Him. Jesus resisted the devil’s attack by 
quoting from the Book of Deuteronomy 
(8:3). This first temptation grew out of the 
popular fallacy, “A man must live.” By an 
easy transition this becomes, “Man must 
live well,” and then, “very well.” But for 
Christ no such fallacy would suffice. Man 
need not live, but he must be true. 


The Second Temptation—To earthly ambi- 
tion (vv. 5-8). 

Christ was here offered unlimited human 
power, gained by a small concession to 
Satan. The devil showed him the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them “in 
a moment of time.” Morgan comments that 
Satan let Christ view the kingdoms of the 
world for so brief a time because he was 
afraid that if this Man should have ling- 
ered to examine them, He might have dis- 
covered their worthlessness. The possibility 
is that Christ saw more than the devil knew. 
As it was, the glory of them was purely ma- 
terial. Disintegration was evident in the 
fact that they were kingdoms. 


Satan here claims possession of world 
power (v. 6). Jesus does not deny it, or 
even challenge the claim. It may be due to 
man’s sin and by God’s permission (Rob- 
ertson). Jesus calls Satan “the prince of this 
world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). John 
said “the whole world lieth in the evil one” 
(1 John 5:19). R. A. Torrey paraphrased 
this text, “The whole world lieth in the 
lap of the devil.” The temptation was for 
Jesus to admit Satan’s authority by an act 
of prostration. It would have involved re- 
cognition of authority rather than of per- 
sonal merit. But this would have made 
Jesus the agent of the devil in the rule 
of the world. Christ would have become the 
King of Kings by bargain and graft instead 
of by conquest over Satan. 

By His rejection of the offer to become 
world ruler as Satan’s ally, He ever after- 
ward, as before, had him as His implacable 
enemy (Plummer). Further, Christ was not 
interested in the “kingdoms,” as offered 
by Satan, but rather as Rev. 11:15 says, “the 
kingdom of the world,” and that is what 
He was going to wait to get. He would get 
them, but not from the devil, for Psa. 2:8 
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says, “Ask of.me and I will give thee the 


‘nations for thine inheritance.” Christ will 


get them when He asks for them from 
God. He resisted the devil’s attack by quot- 
ing again from the Book of Deuteronomy 
(6:13; 10:20). 


The Third Temptation—Io presumption (vv. 
9-13). 


Vincent believes nothing in the word 
translated “pinnacle” compels us to infer 
that Christ was placed on the top of a 
tower or spire, which is the popular mean- 
ing of pinnacle. The word may be used in 
the familiar English sense of the wing of 
a building. Herod’s temple had two wings, 
the northern and the southern, of which 
the southern was the higher and the 
grander. Here the devil dared Christ to 
place Himself needlessly in a situation of 
moral peril and then expect to be delivered 
by God’s miraculous power. . 


Satan was most religious here—he quoted 
Scripture (Psalm 91:11, 12). His error was 
not so much misquoting Scripture as 
it was misapplying it. Satan made this 
passage mean presumptuous reliance upon 
God. The account in Matthew says that 
in His reply, Jesus said, “It is written 
again” (Matt. 4:7). Archbishop Trench re- 
marks, “In that ‘It is written again’ of 
Christ lies a great lesson, quite independ- 
ent of that particular Scripture which on 
this occasion He quotes, or of the use to 
which He turns it. There lies in it the 
secret of our safety and defence against all 
distorted use of isolated passages in Holy 
Scripture. Only as we enter into the unity 
of Scripture, as it balances, completes, and 
explains itself, are we warned against error 
and delusion, excess or defect on this side 
or the other.” Thus Christ showed here the 
fallacy of the phrase, “You can prove any- 
thing by Scripture.” The Scriptures Jesus 
knew formed a self-consistent whole, and 
Jesus stood His ground. Through the ages 
false teachers have followed the devil’s 
course in quoting Scripture. “If only against 
the isolated passage there had been the 
recognition of the fact that ‘again it is 
written,’ how much the Church would have 
been saved!” (Morgan). Jesus resisted 
Satan’s attack, here as before, by quoting 
from the Word of God (Deut. 6:16). 


“And when the devil had completed 
every temptation, he departed from him for 
a season.” The “for a season” may mean 
“till a convenient time.” But Jesus won 
the victory over the devil, and because He 
won, believers too may win. “And this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith” (1 John 5:4). From here He 
began His public ministry (vv. 14, 15). 


LESSONS FOR There are so many lessons 
TODAY of practical value growing 
out of this crisis experience in our Lord’s 
life that one wonders what need be set 
down: 

1. There are no accidents to those who 
abide wholly within the will of God. 

2. The experience of moral struggle is 
always one of intense loneliness. 

3. The devil is most certainly a person. 
He is the arch slanderer. Many today do 
not believe that a personal devil exists, but 
they do not offer an adequate explanation 
of the existence of sin in the world. Cer- 
tainly Jesus did not discount or deny the 
reality of the devil’s presence. 

4. The devil who tempted Christ tempts 
us now. One should prepare for these 
hours of temptation, decisive moments, by 
prayer, by meditation, by daily practice of 
the denial of self. 

5. “Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you” (Jas. 4:7). 
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Win pupils to Christ, build them up in Him 





through Christ-centered Gospel Light Lessons! 


“Behold the Lamb of God!” said John the 
Baptist to his listeners. The Redeemer of 
mankind was in sight! The only sufficient 
Sacrifice for the sins of a lost world had 
come into view —Jesus Christ, the only be- 
gotten Son of God! John focused people's 
attention upon Him—the Lamb of God. 


You can make Jesus Christ real and bring 
Him into central place in the attention of 
your Sunday school pupils with Gospel 
Light lessons. They are designed to aid you 
in fulfilling these great objectives. 


‘Examine Gospel Light Sunday school ma- 
terials. You will observe not only the pow- 
erful emphasis on the Person of Christ but 


also these additional gratifying features: 


© an orderly, complete, and long-remem- 
bered course of instruction covering the 
whole Bible. 

© correctly graded material, providing a 
gradual, year-by-year teaching program 
geared to the ever-changing needs of the 
pupil. 

@ undated lessons which may be used any 
time; extra copies are not wasted. 


© teachers’ programs and procedures pre- 
sented clearly and completely. 

© opportunity for teachers to gain new 
vision and efficiency in their work. 





See For Yourself — Go to your 
Christian bookstore or write: 
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GIANT DOT-TO-DOT BOOKS 


These big, 24-page coloring books are truly 


GIANTS in size, GIANTS in fun, GIANTS 
in Bible teaching, and GIANTS in value. 
On each 11” x 14” page is a dot-to-dot puz- 
zle to complete and color, a short, aon 
story and a Scripture reference. Eye-catch- 
ing covers in full color. 

No. 2451. Bible stories (younger children) 
No. 2452. Story of Jesus (younger children) 
No. 2453. Stories Jesus Told (older chil- 


dren) ~ 
No. 2454. — of the Cross (older chil- 
n 
Price, each, 25c. 











MAGIC BIBLE PAINTING 


Bright colors appear like magic when child 
applies water with & brush and starts paint- 
ing with a scrubbing motion on the harm- 
less water-color dots on these pictures. It’s 
easy, it’s fun, and there are no extra sup- 
plies to buy. Directions and brush furnished 
with each picture. 
No. 2551. Church. 
No. 2552. The Good Shepherd 
No. 2553. Table Grace. 

Price, each, 35c.; 3 for $1.00 


PARTY GAMES 
AND QUIZZES 


A splendid book pro- 
viding alpha- 
bet quizzes, fill in the 
blanks, matching 
quizzes, Bible rid- 
dies, object lessons, 
Bible games, iden- 
tifying old songs, fun 
with numbers, rid- 
dles, tongue twisters. 
Ideal for church parties, families, and for 
the shut-in. 96 pages, paper bound. 

No. 3077 
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6. Imitate the Savior: Treasure in the 
heart the blessed words of Holy Scripture. 

7. The divine end should be reached by 
the divine method. Spiritual ends must be 
attained by spiritual means, however slow 
and uncertain they may seem to be. 

8. Unswerving loyalty to Christ is the 
way of the cross, but it is the way of the 
crown. 

9. Love not the world. “The lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life are not of the Father, but of the world” 
(1 John 2:16). Adam succumbed to the devil 
on these three temptations (“good for food, 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be de- 
sired to make one wise”), but Christ, the 
last Adam, conquered, and through Him 
we too may conquer. 


OCTOBER 30, 1955 
Jesus Proclaims His Mission 


Background Scripture: Luke 4:16-44 
Printed Text: Luke 4:16-24, 28-30 
Devotional Reading: James 1:22-27 
Memory Selection: Luke 4:18, 19 


INTRODUCTION ‘The lesson passage for 

this Sunday forms the 
“frontispiece” for all our Lord’s preach- 
ing. So wrote A. B. Bruce. This passage of 
Scripture declares what He came to do. It 
proclaims His own attitude and conviction 
concerning the nature.and authority of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, particularly the 
Book of Isaiah. It sets forth His attitude 
and concern for people other than Jews. It 
also reflects something of His tremendous 
power and influence over men. 


DISCUSSION 


How long a time has passed since the 
Temptation of Christ is not known, per- 
haps a year or less. A. T. Robertson called 
this “the year of obscurity.” Apparently the 
events recorded in John 1:35-4:45 preceded 
Jesus’ message in the synagogue at Naza- 
reth. " 


I. Into the Synagogue (Luke 4:16) 


The people of Nazareth had seen Christ 
leave as an ordinary man about a year be- 
fore this. He now returns to them with the 
fame of His ministry of teaching and heal- 
ing at a high point. Upon this return He 
did what He had done throughout His 
earlier years: He went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day. This was His custom, and 
certainly a good custom for all believers 
today to follow: to go to the house of God 
to worship Him and to study the Scriptures 
on the Lord’s day. 


“There was but one synagogue in the 
little town. It was simply a rectangular hall, 
with a pillared portico of Grecian architec- 
ture, of which the further extremity (where 
the ‘sanctuary’ was placed) usually pointed 
towards Jerusalem. . . . There were seats 
on one side for the men; on the otlier, be- 
hind a lattice, were seated the women, 
shrouded in their long veils. At one end 
was the ark of painted wood, which con- 
tained the sacred scriptures; and at one side 
was the elevated seat for the reader or 
preacher. Clergy, properly speaking, there 
were none, but in chief seats were the ten 
or more “men of leisure,” or leading elders; 
and pre-eminent among these the chief of 
the synagogue. . . . 

“The service of the syn. ie was not 
unlike our own. After the prayers two les- 
sons were always read, one from the Law, 
and one from the Prophets; and as there 
were no ordained ministers to conduct the 
services . . . these lessons might not: only 
be read by amy competent m who 
received permission from the chief of the 





synagogue, but he was even at liberty to 
add his own midrash, or comment” (Far- 
Yar). 

II. Into the Book (Luke 4:17-22a) 


It was customary to give a visiting teach- 
er the opportunity to read and explain the 
Scriptures. Since Jesus’ fame as a teacher 
and preacher had preceded Him, Jesus was 
given the opportunity to read when the 
time for the reading of the prophets came. 
Whether the passage from Isaiah 61 was 
the order of the day, or whether He chose 
it for Himself, is not clear from the text. 
Whatever was the case, He made the most 
of the opportunity. The roll of the proph- 
et Isaiah was*handed to him and He un- 
rolled it until He came to Isaiah 61. Ac- 
cording to the custom of the tinres, He 
stood up to read. The whole congregation 
likewise stood up to listen. Jesus read only 
the first verse and part of the second, stop- 
ping short, in a spirit of tenderness, before 
the stern expression, “the day of vengeance 
of our God,” so that the gracious words, 
“the acceptable year of the Lord,” might 
rest last upon their ears and form the text 
of His discourse. Having rolled up the 
book, He handed it back to the attendant, 
and, as was customary among the Jews, sat 
down to deliver His sermon (Farrar). 


Such were the manner and bearing of 
Jesus that every eye in the synagogue was 
fixed upon Him (v. 20), and this was what 
He said, “This day is this scripture ful- 
filled in your hearing.” It was as much as 
to say, “The real year of Jubilee has come, 
and the Messianic prophecy has already 
been fulfilled in your ears.” Here as in a 
mirror the reader today may see a reflection 
of the consciousness of Jesus with which He 
opened His ministry in Israel. Note the 
significant word anointed. “He Messiahed 
me,” “He Christed me,” would be possible 
translations. Lenski says, “The Word Him- 
self had read the Word to them.” 


Dr. James M. Gray used to refer to what 
he called “the law of double reference” in 
Scripture. In Isaiah 61 the writer looked 
beyond the coming captivity to the day 
when the captives would be set at liberty; 
when those who were bruised would be 
healed of their wounds; when a real “year 
of Jubilee” (Lev. 25:8-17) would come to 
the people of Israel. There was a fulfillment 
of this prophecy of Isaiah. But Jesus saw 
in the writing of Isaiah 61 something far 
greater. He saw Himself, and He saw in 
these words a prediction and promise of 
blessing not only to the Hebrew people 
but to the entire world. How much this is 
like His exposition of the Law, the Proph- 
ets, and the Psalms, in which He explained 
“the things concerning Himself” (Luke 24: 
27) to the two men on the road to Emmaus 
on the first Easter evening, and later to the 
disciples gathered together in the upper 
room. Would that believers today would 
so search the Lage son under the enlight- 
ening guidance of the Holy Spirit of God 
that they too would find Christ in all the 
Scriptures, just as Jesus Himself did. 

As Jesus spoke the people were thrilled— 
at first—for “all spoke well of him, and 
wondered at the words of grace which pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth” (v. 22). The 
phrase here means that the words that 
came out of the mouth of Jesus in a steady 
stream were marked by fascination and 
charm. They were “winning words” as the 
context makes plain, though they were also 
“gracious” in the Pauline sense of grace 
(Robertson). 


III. Into Conflict (Luke 4:22b-30) 


But not all of the people seemed satisfied 
with His exposition. There was an under- 
current, a “buzzing” in the background, of 
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growing antagonism. How can “Joseph’s 
- son” speak with such certainty? And are 
not the statements He is making too much 
for a carpenter’s son to make in identifying 
himself with a promised “Servant of the 
Lord” (Isaiah 40-66)? Further, the audience 
that day expected some miracles which 
would validate His claims. What they had 
heard about Him in other cities, they ex- 
pected to see for themselves: And what did 
Capernaum have that the people of Naza- 
reth did not have? Let this teacher do some 
miracles in Nazareth (v. 23)! 


Jesus did not do any such miracles 
there, because the people of Nazareth had 
already seen a far greater miracle, and yet 
they were not ready to believe. They had 
seen Jesus live a sinless life for almost 
thirty years in Nazareth. What more should 
they expect? 


Jesus gave two Old Testament illustra- 
tions. The drought and famine in Elijah’s 
day lasted some three years (1 Kings 18:1). 
God in that day brought blessing, not to 
widows in Israel, but only to a widow in 
Zarephath in Sidon (ASV). Likewise there 
were many lepers in Israel in Elisha’s day, 
but the healing came to a foreigner, Cap- 
tain Naaman, from Syria. In both cases the 
people of Israel were suffering for their 
unbelief. The suggestion was that likewise 
the nations of the world would accept the 
blessed salvation of Christ, while those who 
knew Him best would suffer for their un- 
belief. Christ belonged, not merely to Naza- 
reth, but to the world. His miracles are 
not to be limited by geographical relation- 
ships. 


This was too much for that congregation 
in Nazareth. The Jewish people were the 
favored people of the world. Jesus would 
never have disputed this view, of course, 
but He would have them remember that 
God’s promise to Abraham of old was “in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed” (Gen. 12:3). With this the people 
were not in sympathy. The acceptance 
Jesus had been given in the earlier portion 
of His address turned to rebellion. Christ 
is no longer interrupted by a mere mur- 
mur of disapprobation, but by a roar of 
wrath. The text indicates that the meeting 
ended in disorder. Jesus was not fit to be 
in their city. They would put Him out of 
the city. Apparently they intended to push 
Him over a forty-foot cliff. 


“But passing through the midst of them 
he went away” (v. 30, RSV). The com- 
mentators generally attribute Jesus’ escape 
from the angry people to Jesus’ calmness 
in the midst of the excitement and indicate 
that they did not carry out their design on 
this occasion for the same reason that the 
soldiers sent to arrest Jesus on another oc- 
casion did not take Him (John 7:45). Of 
cousse, it may be that Jesus spirited Him- 
self away from the scene, but the point 
made here is that such may not have been 
necessary. 


IV. Into Capernaum (Luke 4:31-44) 


So far as Christ had any fixed headquar- 
ters during His Galilean ministry, they 
were in Capernaum, referred to as His 
“own city” in Matthew 9:1. The same close 
connection is implied by the special re- 
proach addressed to the city in Matthew 
11:23 (W. Sanday). In Ca aum Jesus 
cast out demons and healed Simon Peter’s 
wife’s mother and many others as well. 
Verses 42-44 indicate a preaching tour in 
Galilee. 

Regarding the subject of demons, the fol- 
lowing comment by Norval Geldenhuys in 
his Commentary on the Gospel of Luke is 
most helpful: 


October 1955 


In the New Testament, demon-possession 

. is distinguished from cases ‘of ordi- 
nary sickness, insanity, leprosy, blindness, 
lameness, deafness and other natural de- 
fects and diseases. Accordingly this was 
not merely an ordinary form of mental 
disease as some writers have.alleged, but 
a special phenomenon which was partic- 
ularly oe during Jesus’ earthly so- 
journ and thus was directly connected 
with His coming to destroy the power of 
darkness. 


Though instances such as that found in 
Acts 16 no longer occur on a vast and 
noticeable scale, demon-possession will ap- 
pear at the end of the age in the Anti- 
christ and in his followers, says Geldenhuys. 
He cites 2 Thess. 2:9, Rev. 13:2ff., and 
Rev. 17:8ff. At that time Christ will tri- 
umph and finally-put an end to the evil 
one and all his powers of darkness (Rev. 
17:14). 


LESSONS OF 1. Men, young and old, 
PRACTICAL should make it their cus- 
VALUE tom to go to the house of 
the Lord on the Lord’s day (cf. Heb. 10:25). 


2. Men today should note the great re- 
spect with which Jesus treated the Scrip- 
tures and follow His example in this (cf. 
Luke 4:16). 


8, All believers should be acquainted 
with the greatest of all books, the Bible, 
and like Jesus be able to “find the place 
where it was written” (v. 17). 


4. As “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 
5:20) it is the believer’s privilege and re- 
sponsibility to carry on for Christ the min- 
istry that will result in release of captives, 
the bringing of sight to the blind, and lib- 
erty to the bruised (Luke 4:18). 


5. As Jesus closed His reading of Isaiah 
61:1,2 before the words “and the day of 
vengeance of our God,” all should remem- 
ber that Christ came the first time as Sav- 
ior, with the message He read in the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth; but one day He will 
come again, and this coming will result in 
judgment (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 


6. All men today should see in Christ 
the great Subject and Expositor of all 
Scripture. 


7. “It is still true that those who have 
enjoyed the best opportunities for knowing 
Christ often reject him; but, where faith 
is present, broken hearts are healed as by 
Elijah of old and lepers are cleansed as was 
Naaman by the word of Elisha. Thus in 
this scene in the synagogue of Nazareth, 
Jesus indicated not only the grace of his 
ministry, but its universal power. He came 
to relieve all the needs of mankind and in 
all the world” (Erdman). 


8. The “manliness of the Master” ought 
to challenge every believer today. Said 
Amos R. Wells: “It was not by a miracle 


that our Lord passed through that frenzied ~ 


mob, but his heroic manhood, the majesty 
and dignity of his bearing, the splendor of 
his purity, and the outshining of his love, 
cleaved a way for him through the mass of 
his foes. . . . Thus more than once, when 
his enemies tried to seize him, they could 
not (John 7:30,46; 8:59; 10:39,40). Thus 
even the stolid soldiers, sent to arrest him 
in Gethsemane, fell backward to the 
ground before him (John 18:6). We are 
following no weakling when we are fol- 
lowing the meek and lowly Gne. Jesus 
Christ was the most heroic man that ever 
lived. He was the Lamb of God. He was 
also the Lion of Judah.” 
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NOVEMBER 6, 1955 


Jesus Meets-Human Needs 
Background Scripture: Luke 5:1—6:16 
Printed Text: Luke 5:12-15, 27-32 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 25:31-40 
’ Memory Selection: Luke 5:31,32 


The larger lesson passage for this Sun- 
day presents at least six glimpses of our 
wonderful Christ at work. Who is this Son 
of Man? What can He do? How much does 
He know? What is His attitude toward 
helpless, hopeless men? What would be His 
attitude toward notorious sinners, whom 
the scribes and Pharisees ostracized? Is it 
worthwhile to yield to His divine invita- 
tion? Does not one “throw away his life” 
in so doing? The answers to these and 
related problems are to be discovered in 
these glimpses of Christ in this Sunday’s 
lesson. He is: 


I. The Providing Christ (Luke 5:1-11) The 
Miraculous Catch of Fishes. 


Jesus lived close to God, but He also 
lived close to people. It is early morning 
and Jesus is walking by the shore of the 
Lake of Gennesaret. By now He is well 
known, and as soon as the people see Him 


they crowd around Him, so that His walk 
comes to an end. He feels impelled to ad- 
dress. the crowd and enters one of two 
boats moored nearby. The owners of these 
boats were recent converts and disciples. 
They were washing their nets. At Jesus’ re- 

uest Simon Peter thrust his boat out from 
shore a little way, and Jesus sat down and 
taught the people the Word of God from 
the boat. 


Now Jesus is to reward Simon for stop- 
ping his work and letting Him use the boat 
for a pulpit. Jesus’ word to Simon is, “Put 
out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a catch.” Now Simon was a professional 
fisherman: he fished for a vocation and not 
a vacation. He was a thorough-going au- 
thority on fishing in the Lake of Gennesaret. 
So for him to yield to Jesus’ bidding was 
to demonstrate a remarkable humility. 
The result is well known: Simon caught so 
many fish in the net that he was forced to 
call for help from his partners in the other 
boat. Simon Peter’s exclamation was very 
like what Job said when he saw the Lord 
God (Job 42:5,6), and like what Isaiah 
said when he saw the Lord (Isaiah 6). 
Simon Peter fell down before Jesus and 
said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord.” His partners felt the same 
way that he did. 
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This of course was not the first time they 
had met Christ. They were already His dis- 
ciples and had spent some time with Him 
in His brief ministry of six months in 
Judea. 

“While Peter and his friends were fish- 
ing at Jesus’ direction, they were caught 
themselves. He did a miracle which none 
were sO. competent to judge and witness as 
fishers—a miracle which was likely to make 
the greatest impression upon fishermen, 
and so He won them—taking them as it 
were in their own net” (Laidlaw). 

These men will treat men in many ways 
similarly to the way that they catch fish, 
as Trench points out: The fisherman takes 
his prey alive, and the verb in the phrase, 
“henceforth thou shalt catch men” is liter- 
ally “thou shalt take men alive” (Luke 5: 
10). The fisherman draws the fish to him, 
instead of driving them from him, and he 
remembers that his work is one of art or 
skill, rather than one of force and violence. 
He will remember the importance of pa- 
tience, working all night long amid many 
disappointments. So Christ calls His servants 
to a laborious art (Laidlaw). These men 
must first be caught themselves, entirely 
drawn to Jesus and bound to His service; 
they must catch others as He caught them. 
In a remarkable way the expression “take 
men alive” (Luke 5:10) enforces the idea 
that Christian workers are called to win 
men to life. “Thou shalt take men alive” 
is in the present tense and thus indicates 
that this is to be a constant enterprise: 
Christ’s workers are always to have one 
great objective; they are always to be ev- 
angelists. 


II. The Cleansing Christ (Luke 5:12-16) 
The Healing of a Leper. 

Here was a man who, having heard of 
Jesus’ miracles, believed wholeheartedly 
that Jesus was able to heal his leprosy. So, 
when he saw Jesus, he immediately fell 
down before Him and besought Him to 
heal him. The incident hinges on the 
phrase, “If thou wilt.” Of course Christ was 
willing: “Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 


The leper was an outcast. His case was 
regarded as hopeless; he was reckoned as 
dead. “Loathsome, insidious, corrupting, 
pervasive, isolating, cermonially and physi- 
cally defiling, surely leprosy is a fitting em- 
blem of sin; and this graphic narrative pre- 
sents a parable of the power of Christ to 
cleanse and to heal and to restore” (Erd- 
man). Note the ‘humble trust of the —_ 
sufferer, his pitiful cry, the sympathetic 
touch of Jesus, the word of command, and 
the instant cure. 

Jesus charged the cleansed man to tell 
nobody, but to show himself to the priest 
and “make an offering for his cleansing, as 
Moses commanded, for a proof to the peo- 
ple.” The. man apparently broke both of 
these injunctions. He did not go to the 
priest, and he did not keep silence. “The 
result was a temporary injury, at least, to 
the Healer’s work” (Laidlaw). The man 
likely sought to a Jesus’ cause and 
work; he would have done better had he 
been obedient to Christ. Jesus was forced 
to withdraw into the wilderness and there 
He prayed. 


III. The Forgiving Christ (Luke 5:17-26) 
Healing a Paralyzed Man. 

This glimpse presents the Savior as the 
forgiving Christ, and also the magnetic 
Christ. A man with paralysis had somehow 
missed Jesus’ healing word and touch be- 
fore this time. The preceding incident 
stresses the uncleanness of sin. This one 
emphasizes the impotence of the sinner and 
the pain of the sinner—paralysis. Four men 
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_ banded themselves together to bring this 


paralytic to Jesus, only to be faced with 
human interference. There were too many 
people for them to bring the paralyzed 
man to Jesus. Not to be defeated, they 
broke up the tile roof and let down the 
man through the hole in the roof so that 
he lay at Jesus’ feet. 

When Jesus saw their faith—the faith of 
the four and the faith of the sick man— 
He made a startling statement: “Your sins 
are forgiven you!” This caused the scribes 
and Pharisees to charge Him with blas- 
phemy. Christ asked, “Which is easier to 
say: Your sins are forgiven you, or, Rise 
and walk?” Neither one was easier—for 
both were impossible from the -human 
point of view. Then Jesus said, “That you 
may know that the Son of man has author- 
ity on earth to forgive sins, you, sick of the 
palsy, rise, take up your bed and go home.” 
And the man did just that—praising God 
all the way! The pardon was sealed by 
power. 

Many seem to think that the clearing of 
a soul from guilt can never certainly be 
given here by man, nor any certain joy. 
Such assurance may be whispered on a 
death-bed, but never proclaimed till the 
judgment day. Jesus’ message this day was 
better. He pronounced immediate pardon 
to his man right here on earth; and, as He 
spoke on that day, He speaks to those who 
come to Him today. “Son! Be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

His use of the expression, “Son of Man” 
(v. 24), was one that was bound to strike 
fire with the Jews. For in Daniel 7:13 there 
is the promise of “one like a Son of man” 
(ASV) coming with the clouds of heaven to 
the Ancient of Days to receive universal 
and everlasting dominion. The Jews would 
recognize this as a phrase denoting Christ’s 
Messianic dignity. Geldenhuys says that He 
preferred this term to the Messiah because 
of the political connotation that the latter 
bore in the popular mind of His day. 


IV. The Fellowshiping Christ (Luke 5:27- 
32) The Call of Levi. 

“Two Words That Changed a Man’s 
Life.” That was the title of a sermon Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith preached on one occasion 
on the call of Levi. These two words 
caused this man to change his work for 
they changed him. The two words, “Follow 
me,” caused a despised, money-loving tax- 
collector to leave his lucrative post for 
Capernaum where he collected toll for 
Herod Antipas. Because he and his fellow 
publicans were collaborators with the for- 
eign government of Herod they were al- 
ways held in contempt by the Jews, who 
regarded them as outcasts and outrageous 
sinners for whom there was no chance for 
forgiveness. Yet Jesus called Levi and per- 
haps gave him the name Matthew (Ara- 
maic for “gift of Jehovah”). 

From the very start Levi wanted all to 
know of his love for Christ, who had so 
changed his Kfe. So he made a “great feast” 
for Jesus in his house. He invited the four 
fishermen disciples of Jesus, along with 
Nathanael and Philip, and a great crowd 
of his old associates in the business world. 
The Pharisees and their scribes came as un- 
invited onlookers to criticize. This oppor- 
tunity to trap Jesus was too good to let 
pass, although they would have scorned 
Levi's invitation. 

This feast, says George Arthur Clark, was 
a feast of resignation, for it publicly an- 
nounced Levi’s change of work, his leaving 
the customs office; it was a feast of declar- 
ation, in which Matthew openly declared 
himself for Jesus; it was a feast of intro- 
duction, when Levi could introduce his 
fellow publicans to Jesus (Many of these 
may have never heard Jesus speak before. 
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Now they may ask Him questions and hear 
His answers); it was, finally, a feast of dedi- 
cation, for from now on: Matthew was out 
and out for Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 

Alexander Whyte says that when Mat- 
thew rose up and left all and followed our 
Lord, the only thing he took with him out 
of his old occupation was his pen and ink. 
Matthew furthered the cause of Jesus 
Christ with his consecrated pen and wrote 
the gospel that bears his name. 


V. The Liberating Christ (Luke 5:27-6:11) 
Healing of the Man with the Withered 
Hand. 

In the closing verses of Luke 5 Jesus 
teaches that He has brought a complete re- 
newal of the religious forms and their ap- 
plication. He now shows that this applies 
to the keeping of the Sabbath. When He 
struck at the Sabbath, as far as the Jews 
were concerned, Jesus struck at the very 
heart of their religion and its observances. 
In healing the man with the withered 
hand, Jesus rejected all man-made Sabbath 
regulations and regarded it as sinful to 
leave such a man any longer in his pitiable 
condition while the opportunity was pres- 
ent to heal him. Jesus declared Himself 
Lord of the Sabbath, and as such freed His 
followers from unproductive legalism. 


VI. The Making Christ (Luke 6:12-16) 
Fhe Choice of the Twelve. 


Most of these twelve men were fishermen, 
from the region of Galilee. They were not 
wealthy, nor famous, nor men with great 
intellectual attainments. Not one would 
stand high in Jewish ecclesiastical circles: , 
There was not a scribe, Pharisee, or Sad- 
ducee among them. ° 

Dr. Will H. Houghton wrote an editorial - 
once on “The Making Christ.” “Come ye 
after me and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” In Mark 3:14, where the 
account of the choice of the apostles is also 
given, Mark says, “He ordained twelve.” 
Here the Greek says, “He made twelve.” 
In a real sense, when Christ chose these 
twelve men, He made them. Not one of 
them would ever have been heard of had 
it not been that Christ, the Creator of men, 
made them; so that wherever the gospel 
has gone, the world has heard of these 
twelve men. Christ is still making men— 
men who before were weak and sinful, 
men who become helpful in the world and 
an honor to Christ. He is the making 
Christ to all who hear His call and yield 
themselves to Him. 


LESSONS FOR There. are so many won- 
TODAY derful lessons from each 
of these experiences of Christ and those 
who were with Him that one is hesitant to 
mention any. 

1. One may well profit from the prayer 
life of Jesus (Luke 5:16). If Jesus spent all 
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night in prayer (Luke 6:12), and prayed on 
sO many occasions, it would appear that 
prayer becomes the strong and the holy as 
well as the weak and guilty; that prayer 
is peculiarly appropriate before and after 
all special services; that one should seek 
and find opportunities for prayer; and that 
if such sustained prayer life was necessary 
for Christ, how much more must it be for 
believers today! 

2. Harsh as Jesus’ critics were (Luke 5: 
21,22), these critics were not so unreason- 
able as some modern ones, who profess to 
receive Christianity and yet exclude the 
supernatural from the work and from the 
Person of Jesus Christ (Laidlaw). 

3. Jesus’ concern for a Matthew Levi 
ought to stir believers today to reach the 
outcast for Jesus. Someone has said, “One of 
the best exercises is stooping down and 


picking people up.” 
4. still raises up men to do His 
work. 
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Jesus Teaches How to Live 
Background Scripture: Luke 6:17-49 
Printed Text: Luke 6:27-38 
Devotional ‘Reading: 2 Peter 1:2-8 
Memory Selection: Luke 6:31 


INTRODUCTION Why study the Sermon on 

the Mount? Why has it 
become the object of so much criticism on 
the part of many evangelicals? What mes- 
sage does it have for believers today? Is the 
Sermon on the Mount the 1 to be pro- 
claimed to the lost world? y? Why not? 
These and other problems connected with 
this great passage of Scripture come into 
focus in the lesson for this Sunday. 


PRELIMINARY Two Sermons or One? 
CONSIDERATIONS Is this the same discourse 
that is given by Matthew in chapters 5, 6, 
and 7 of his gospel? Dr. John A. Broadus 
argues that it would be most proper to 
suppose that our Lord would substantially 
repeat the same sayings. This through the 
ages has been done by travelling teachers. 
Entirely apart from the speaker’s resources, 
this is really demanded by the similarity 
in the condition and wants of different audi- 
ences. There are numerous other instances 
in which our Lord did repeat material. 

The sermon was probably delivered on 
one of the mountains or foothills surround- 
ing the Galilean =. Probably one of the 
hills lying northwest of Capernaum is 
meant, for shortly after the sermon (Luke 
7:1) Jesus and the disciples entered that 
city (R. B. Miller). 


The Importance of Christian Ethics. 


The propriety of studying the Sermon on 
the Mount (or the Sermon on the Plain, 
as the present discourse is sometimes call- 
ed) has frequently been questioned by 
evangelical believers. F. B. Meyer. in his 
book on the Sermon, titled The Directory 
of the Devout Life, published in 1904, 
makes clear that the problem was patent 
in his day: “In my earliest days I was 
reared in a school that loved the ‘juicy’ 
doctrines of Grace, and if a sermon were 
preached from our pulpit which laid spe- 
cial stress on Christian ethics, during our 
walk home it would be dismissed as Luther 
dismissed the Epistle [of James] as ‘right 
strawy,’ and as savouring too much of the 
moral essay and too little of the Gospel. 
It seemed as though some of the audience 
were a little afraid of Christ as a teacher 
of morals. 

“We understand the matter better now, 
and have learnt that those who would as- 





cend the Hill of the Lord, and stand in 
His holy place, must have clean hands and 
pure hearts, must not lift up their souls to 
vanity nor swear deceitfully. . ... There 
is too much of mere sentiment and emotion 
in what gucs by the name of religion, and 
too little practical Christian living.” 


To Whom Was Jesus Speaking? 


Much of the confusion over the Sermon 
on the Mount would have been avoided 
had the plain statements of Scripture 
(Matt. 5:1,2; Luke 6:20) concerning the 
audience been accepted at face value. Cer- 
tainly the apostles were there, and the 
wider circle of disciples, persons who were 
at that time faithful adherents and de- 
scribed in Luke 6:17 as “a great crowd,” 
and then the “multitude.” When Jesus be- 
gan speaking in the present account, “he 
lifted up his eyes on his disciples” (Luke 
6:20). oon of the expressions in the two 
accounts would be completely foreign to 
any except His disciples. 


Is This “the Gospel”? 


Again, confusion would have been avoid- 
ed had not many who called themselves 
theologians sought to make this the total 
Christian message—the essence of the “sim- 
ple gospel” to be preached to a lost world. 

“It is hardly proper to speak of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount as a digest of the teach- 
ing of Jesus, for it does not include any 
reference to some very important subjects 
discussed by our Lord on other occasions 
in the course of His ministry” (R. B. 
Miller). 

W. F. Adeney comments here as follows: 
“Since the audience consisted of disciples 
and not the public, we must read the dis- 
course as an ethical directory for Christ- 
ians. Therefore the question as to whether 
its precepts can be embodied in the laws 
of the State is irrelevant. A group of Gali- 
lean peasants in a province of the Roman 
Empire had nothing whatever to do with 
the business of legislation; and even in 
contemplation of the future spread of 
Christianity it could not have been the in- 
tentidn of Christ that principles He desired 
to see working outward from the heart 
should be imposed upon a community by 
force with the external authority of the 


- magistrate.” Broadus likewise speaks to the 


point here: “It is . . . very unwise and 
presumptuous to single out this one dis- 
course and propose to live by it, in disre- 
gard of the further teachings of Christ 
and his apostles. . . . It is not honoring 
the Sermon on the Mount, or its Author, 
to represent this as all that men need, see- 
ing he has given much more” (e.g. John 
3:3,7,14,15; 16:13). : 

H. Guy King in his delightful book on 
Matthew 5-7, New Order, succinctly states 
for whom the Sermon is intended as fol- 
lows: the Scrmon is not for everybody, but 
for believers; not given to countries, but to 
individuals; and it is not for the future 
only, but for the present as well. 


Background. 


The events leading up to the Sermon on 
the Mount were probably as follows: Great 
multitudes had gathered the previous eve- 
ning to come to Jesus (Matt. 5:1). He then 
went to spend the night in prayer on the 
mountain (Luke 6:12). Early in the morn- 
ing He called the disciples to Him, chose 
the twelve apostles (Luke 6:13), and then 
descended for some distance along the 
mountain until He came to a level place 
on the slope of the mountain, where He 
met the a , the larger group of dis- 
ciples, and the multitude. After working 
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many miraculous cures, He commenced His 


' address. The introductory words, “He lifted 


up his eyes on his disciples” (Luke 6:20), 
indicate a solemn and impressive opening 
of a discourse (Vincent). 


DISCUSSION I. Beatitudes and Woes 
(vv. 20-26) 

Christ declares that the blessed are the 
poor, the hungry, the mourners, and the 
despised. He pronounced woes upon the 
rich, the satisfied, the joyous, and the 
praised. “Some of the sayings of Christ 
have apocalyptic and eschatological figures, 
but the heart of the matter is here in the 
reality of the reign of God in the hearts of 
those who serve him,” says Dr. Robertson. 
“The kingdom parables expand and en- 
large upon various phases of this inward 
life and growth.” 

F. B. Meyer says here that Christ reverses 
men’s most cherished notions, and then ex- 
plains: “But lately I stood beside a lake, in 
whose calm waters, as they lapped the 
shore, I saw the foliage of the brake, which 
fringed the margin, reflected. But every- 
thing was reversed. What was highest on 
the land was deepest in the water, what 
was lowest on the land was highest in the 
water. The tree-tops lay fathoms deep, the 
daisies and anemones were close at hand; 
and I saw that this was a parallel of what 
is happening around. What is much es- 
teemed by man is reckoned little of in the 
estimate of eternity. The gold for which. we 
strive, and on which we count, is employed 
to make the pavement of the New Jerusa- 
lem. Whilst the humility which washes dis- 
ciples’ feet, the meekness which takes an 
insult quietly, are the royal and leading 
features of that heavenly world.” 


II. The Law of Love (vv. 27-35) 


It is so hard to do good to those who 
hate you. It is so hard to bless (Greek, our 
word “eulogize”) those that curse you. 
Charles E. Jefferson said here: “When my 
enemies throw at me words that blast and 
cut, I must throw at them words which 
caress and heal.” How appropriate is Ed- 
win Markham’s famous quatrain here: 

He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win: 

We drew a circle that took him in! 

“This law or principle of Christian love 
is enforced in a fivefold way: first, Jesus 
gives various striking modes in which this 
love manifests itself (vv. 27-30); he then 
shows what common definition can be gath- 
ered from these instances (v. 31); this love 
is distinct from other kinds (vv. 32-35); it 
is a love akin to God’s way of loving (vv. 
35, 36); and lastly, he shows that this prin- 
ciple of love should influence all our judg- 
ments” (Thomas M. Lindsay). 

The Golden Rule (v. 31; cf. Matt. 7:12), 
says Geldenhuys, sums up the substance of 
the warnings and counsels about the proper 
attitude toward our fellow-men. It is found 
in different, incomplete, and negative forms 
in Socrates, Menander, Confucius, and the 
apocryphal book of: Tobit. “The negative 
confines us to the region of justice: the 
positivé takes us into the region of gener- 
osity or grace” (A. B. Bruce). Someone 
asked Rabbi Hillel to teach him the whole 
law while he stood on one foot. He replied, 
“What you would not like done to your- 
self, do not to your neighbor; this is the 
whole law; all the rest is commentary on 
it.” But this declaration was misleading, 
leaving God out of account, and giving as 
a result a mere moral code without a relig- 
ious basis. Jesus made this rule the second 
great commandment, following that which 
made God supreme in man’s affection and 
loyalty (Mark 12:28-34). 
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Amos R. Wells, in observing that for 
many people the Golden Rule had come 
almost to stand for Christianity, added; “Of 
course the rule is only an application of the 
Christian principle of love, and is a mat- 
ter of morality rather than religion. It 
leaves untouched the great fundamental 
truths of Christianity, such as the atone- 
ment, which give us power to observe the 
Golden Rule. But the world has a right to 
judge Christians by their fidelity to the 
Golden Rule. We must observe it in such 
matters as the prompt payment of bills 
and wages and all debts. We must observe 
it in kindly judgments of others and in 
gentle replies to harsh words. We must 
heed it in generous response to need and 
in liberal giving to good causes. We must 
heed it in our personal peacefulness and 
in our national avoidance of war .. . It is 
not too much to say that the honest ob- 
servance of the Golden Rule would abolish 
labor troubles, remove the causes of poli- 
tical dissension, put an end to war, and 
make a prompt reality of the angels’ Christ- 
mas song over the Bethlehem fields.” 


III. Criticism of others (vv. 37, 38) 


The Williams translation here may over- 
do the text slightly, but its emphasis is 
wholesome, as the linear action involved in 
the present tense is made so clear: 

“Then stop criticizing others, and you 
will never be criticized; stop condemning 
others, and you will never be condemned. 
Practice forgiving others, and you will be 
forgiven. Practice giving to others, and 
they will give to you, measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and run- 
ning over, people will pour into your lap. 
For the measure you use with others ‘they 
in turn will use with you.” 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith believes that this 
matter of constantly judging, which means 
condemning others, is more frequently em- 
phasized in the Scriptures than most Chris- 
tians would like to acknowledge. “We need 
it among ourselves, as conservative believers.’ 
There is so much criticism of one another 
today, among Christians—one’s acts, words, 
demeanor in the pulpit, methods in evan- 
gelism. When I tor someone leaving a 
church and shrugging his shoulders and 
saying, “Well, there were no souls saved 
today,’ I want to stop him right where he 
is and ask him how many souls he has 
brought to Christ that week, or month, or 
year. . . . The older we grow the less 
criticism ought to pass our lips. Being 
scrupulously fair with ourselves, aware of 
our own limitations, will k us from 
harshly judging others. I am finding that 
the men in this country who are doing the 
most work for God are guilty of the least 
criticism of others.” 

In the southland years ago when a cer- 
tain well-known and much-criticized min- 
ister was under discussion, a friend of the 
writer said, “Well, he wins people to Jesus 
Christ, and I made up my mind long ago 
that I would not criticize a man who could 
win more men to Christ that I did.” 
LEADING IDEAS (After R. B. Miller) 

1. Character is the secret 
of happiness and strength. 

2. Righteousness is grounded in the 
inner life. 

8. The dynamic principle of social law 
is universal love. 

4. The Sermon sets God the Father at 
the center of the believer's life. 

5. The life of perfect fulfillment of the 
ethics of this Sermon is the life anchored 
on the Rock of Ages. 
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The Dictionary--A 
Bible Tool 


RALPH L. KEIPER, Book Review Editor 


Very frequently at Bible conferences, 
and from letters that come into the office 
of Erernity, there is a request from 
many people who want to know their 
Bibles better. They ask: “How may I 
get to know the meaning of the Word 
of God? Some of the words in the var- 
ious verses seem so obscure; you refer to 
the original and it makes the text live 
for us. Is there any way in which we 
can arrive at a better understanding of 
a given verse?” 

As I answer this question I do not 
have in mind those who know the orig- 
inal languages, or those who have access 
to a large number of commentaries or 
great libraries. I believe that a student of 
God’s Word can come to know a rich 
experience if he sets out to master the 
English Bible. The reason we do not 
understand great passages in God’s Word 
is simply because we do not understand 
the use of English words. 

To know words is to become acquaint- 
ed with a dictionary. The ideal method 
is to have at your finger tips the Oxford 
English or Webster-Meriam. Still, the 
believer at home who is not able to af- 
ford these great works can get along 
very well with a good desk dictionary. 
Webster’s Collegiate, or The American 
College Dictionary published by Ran- 
dom House, both of which can be sec- 
ured through Eternity Book Service, 
are two of the best among the smaller 
dictionaries. I prefer the Random House 
publication because of its clear type 
which makes for easy reading. 

In a study of a word, a dictionary will 
give its basic meaning, its various uses, 
and then the origin of the word, the 
country from which it originates, and 
its primitive meaning. For example, 
“apostle” is defined as one of the twelve 
disciples, sent forth by Christ to preach 
the Gospel.” Then there are a number 
of derived meanings and current uses 
of the word. Then we are told that the 
term “apostle” comes from the Greek 
verb “apostello,” meaning to send away. 
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Another example is the word “redeem.” 
After learning the basic meaning and 
the various uses of the term, we discover 
that “redeem” comes from the Latin 
“redimere,” to “buy back.” This makes 
us wonder from whom have we been 
bought back—we, the redeemed. This 
causes us to trace down through a con- 
cordance of the Bible, and we see that 
we have been purchased by Christ, 
through His blood, from under God's 
curse upon our sin. The ransom price 
is paid to God, for it is He Who de- 
mands a penalty for sin. 

In studying a chapter of the Bible, 
one ought to make a list of the impor- 
tant words within the chapter and trace 
down each one. It means much work 
and much time, but it is worth it. 
Nothing comes easily if it is to be of 
great value. To the student who will 
consult his dictionary for aid in under- 
standing words, there will be nuggets of 
grace that commentaries may miss. 

We would offer one word of warning. 
Sometimes words have modern meanings 
which are in contrast to their original 
meanings. “Conversation” now refers to 
talk between people; formerly it had to 
do with the “way one carried himself.” 
“Speakeasy” has to do with a place where 
intoxicating liquors are sold contrary to 
law; originally, it was a synonym for a 
dictionary, a word book, enabling one 
to speak easily. Thus a student, after 
tracing down the meaning of a term as 
found in the dictionary, should’ trace 
the various references of the term in a 
concordance just to see how the Bible 
uses the term. This will save one from 
running into errors of interpretation 
which would not appear otherwise. 

It has been our practice to study the 
English words of the Bible as well as 
those in other languages. We have dis- 
covered that this is one of the most 
profitable ways of studying the Book, 
and further, one gains a more adequate 
ability in the use of the English lang: 


uage for every day purposes as well. 





Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. E. 
Schuyler English. Southern Bible Book 
House. 536 pp. $5.95. 

The rich truth in the Epistle to the He- 
brews is exceptionally well expounded in 
this verse by verse commentary by the edi- 
tor of Our Hope. In a rather brief intro- 
duction, the author deals with the canon- 
icity, authorship, date and place of writing 
the epistle. The difficult passages found in 
the sixth and tenth chapters are dwelt up- 
on at length. More than 100 pages are 
devoted to the wonderful faith chapter. 
Speaking of the present ministry of Christ 
as portrayed in Hebrews, Dr. English says, 
“It is a glorious, instructive, and empower- 
ing revelation.” The Lord Jesus Christ is 
truly exalted on every page of this work as 
His great High Priestly work is carefully 
unfolded from the scripture. 

WarreN H. SCHUH 


The Strangeness of the Church. Daniel Jen- 
kins. Doubleday. 188 pp. $2.95. 

This is number five of the Christian Faith 
Series edited by Reinhold Niebuhr. This is 
a series of works on doctrinal studies aimed 
at laymen (hence with little documentation 
and no index) and reflecting the general 
neo-orthodox opinion of Niebuhr. Jenkins 
spends one semester lecturing at Chicago 
and the rest of the year pastoring a church 
near London. 

The general content of the book is a 
study of ecclesiology. From a study of the 
theology of the church Jenkins moves on to 
considerations of the ordinances, church 
and state, church and society, and ecu- 
menics. The “strangeness of the church” is 
that the church is a supernatural society 
which has an existence always characterized 
by a measure of historical conditioning. 

This is a strange book. If many passages 
were presented to us without our knowl- 
edge of their origin we would ascribe them 
to a conservative author. The incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of 
Christ are stoutly maintained throughout 
the book. Religious liberalism comes in for 
several stern crticisms. Yet the non-evangeli- 
cal opinions of the author come peeping 
out here and there (e.g., questioning the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, p. 32; 
questioning the Pauline authorship of 
Ephesians, p. 52; sympathy with realized 
eschatology, p. 58; the rejection of the in- 
fallibility of the Scriptures, p. 70, 78 and 
his neo-orthodox definition of “the Word 
of God,” p. 77). 

His criticisms of Roman Catholicism—al- 
though non-technical—are good and to the 
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point. His. crticisms of the individualism in- 
to which Protestantism may dengerate are 
also .worthy of our consideration (e.g., 
“Clerical domination, expressed in the cult 
of the popular preacher or of the minister 
as the managing director of the church’s 
affairs, is nearly as widespread in some 
Protestant churches as it is in Catholicism, 
with fewer safeguards against personal ec- 
centricities and the arbitrary use of pow- 
er.” p. 114). 

Though we must read this book with an 
understanding of the theological presup- 
positions of the author and so be on our 
guard, we may nevertheless learn much 
from his clear, relevant, and able discus- 
sions of the theological and practical doc- 
trine of the church. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Lamp of Grace. Anne Hazelton. Camelot. 

75 pp. $ .30. 

This is the spiritually colorful story of 
the year 1954 under God in the China In- 
land Mission Overseas Missionary Fellow- 
ship. Readers will be thrilled by the mir- 
acles of grace operating to make possible a 
successful transition from the ashes of the 
old mission—China Inland Mission—to the 
new mission which has arisen therefrom— 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship. 

The single gospel lampstand in China has 
now become seven-branched, beaming gos- 
pel light into Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaya, ‘and 
Thailand. The themes of darkness and 
light are woven throughout the interesting- 
ly written highlights from the fields. 

Douc.ias B. MAcCorKLE 


Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible. 
Charles Simeon. Zondervan. Vol. 14—604 
pp; Vol. 15—600 pp. $3.95 each. 

Here are the next two volumes in Zonder- 
van’s current reprint undertaking. Charles 
Simeon was one of the great preachers of a 
former generation, and the Expository Out- 
lines (formerly Hore Homiletice) will 
prove a blessing to anyone who adds them 
to his collection. In these books will be 
found a Bible commentary on the verses 
treated, as well as suggested outlines, com- 
plete with meaty content, for personal or 
group Bible study. Volume 14 covers the 
Gospel of John from chapter thirteen on, 
and the Acts of the Apostles. Volume 15 
covers Romans. 

H. H. EHRENSTEIN 


Heaven in my Hand. Alice Lee Humphreys. 

John Knox. 76 pages. $2.00. 

Here is a delightful book, consisting of a 
group of stories told by a school teacher as 
she reminesces about the treasures she has 
had in her first-grade jewels. She feels that 
in seeking to mold these little lives she has 
indeed had “heaven in my hand”. Written 
in a quaint style reminiscent of the Quaker 
speech or seventeenth century King James 
Version, it makes very pleasant reading in- 
deed. : 

Handsomely bound, it is a splendid book 
for a gift, especially for a teacher or for 
anyone who works with children. Not  es- 
pecially evangelical. 

WILLIAM WEIss 


Angels in Pinafores. Alice Lee Humphreys. 

John Knox. 93 pages. $2.00. 

A companion volume to Heaven In My 
Hand. The stories are of the same type, but 
on the whole. these are a bit more on the 
serious side. 

Those who enjoyed the first book will ap- 
preciate this one also, whether for a lesson 
in child psychology or for sheer enjoyment. 
Bound exactly like the other, except for 
color. 

WILLIAM WEIss 
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Have you ever considered what life must 
have been like in a refugee camp for dis- 
placed persons? . . . with its continuous 
succession of human tragedy through sepa- 
ration .. . the numbing, haunting fear of 
being “caught” again . . . the faint, flicker- 
ing hope of some day being completely 
free in a new land of promise? And how 
did a Christian fare under circumstances 
like these? 

Into this gripping, turbulent 376 - page 
novel, author Lutnes has woven a story, 
based on fact, which is guaranteed to make 
the Christian reader in America stop and 
search his own soul . . . to ask, “Why have 
I, in this land of plenty, been Bovis: | from 
such tragedy?” 376 pages. $3.50 
At your Bookstore or from Dept. ET 


AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE 
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“HELP US IN OUR GREAT NEED” 


From the Russian Zone of Germany came this 
heart-rending appeal: “Help us in our great need. 
We have no money. We are ill and hungry.” 

A Hebrew Christian refugee in Italy: “Let a poor 
Hebrew Christian, who has suffered much through 
persecution, express his warm thanks for your food 
parcel. I am 66, quite alone, and must struggle. 


Your gift is great.” 





A young Hebrew Christian medical student in 

REV. JACOB pPELTz Germany, with a wife and child, expressed his grati- 
tude for timely help: “We had just 57¢ when your 

food parcel came. From the bottom of our hearts we thank you.” 


Please do pray for us and send a gift to help our ministry amongst 
the poor bereft, youngsters in our Children’s Home, aged and 
destitute Hebrew Christians and young Hebrew converts suffering 
persecution for His sake. The need is very great. Please help us. 
Address Communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


U. S. A. Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. NT 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois Toronto, Ontario 


























LEADERS ARE SAYING: 
“Best hymnbook today—an epochal 
volume.” 


OR. WILBUR M. SMITH 
well-known Bible teacher 





“t do not see how the work could be sur- 
up to date 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 


» “thave now seen a new hymnbook which 
| believe is one of the best issued in the 
English-speaking world since the days of 
Sankey _ the best book in its field by far 
and by very far“ 

DR. DONALD G. BARNHOUSE 
Radio Bible pastor, 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phil. 


“We are very much pleased—at Bellevue 
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the hymnal byw ‘Hymns’ At the time 
we purchased this book, we scanned many 


hymnals and believe that we have cumeel 
the best one for our purpose.” 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


or to acquire any other specific knowl- 
edge or particular skill. It is not best 
for leading people to understand the 
depths of human thought and feeling. 
If we try to reduce all wisdom to basic 
English, avoiding anything that might 
‘ring strangely in young ears,’ we shall 
end as a nation of Philistines so pre- 
occupied with know-how that we are no 
longer capable of understanding any- 
thing.” All of this we believe most sin- 
cerely. But of course the primary pur- 
pose of the Bible is not to teach English, 
modern or classic, but to reveal to the 
individual the story of man’s complete 
ruin in sin and God’s perfect remedy in 
Christ. If this can best be done with 
short sharp sentences in modern speech 
that have no barriers of archaic English, 
then this is the instrument that is to be 
used. The stately cadences of the King 
James Version are brilliant and wonder- 
ful,, but the penetration of truth is 
paramount. It is our experience that 
great numbers of educated young people 


. are stopped cold by the KJV. A member 


of my church, a medical student, found 
that medical students, graduates of our 
foremost universities, who came from 
what we should call pagan backgrounds, 
refused absolutely to spend time with 
the KJV because they stumbled over 
the archaic language. They took to mod- 
ern translations—Phillips, R. S. V., and 
others—reading with profit and without 
difficulty. 


PHILIPPINE KNIGHTS 


The national convention of the 
Knights of Columbus revealed that the 
organization of this militant Roman 
group had increased in the Philippine 
Islands from 35 members to 10,000 mem- 
bers during the past seven years. 


BREAK IN BAVARIA 


A very important bill has just been 
passed by the Bavarian State Legislature 
in Germany. It breaches the concordat 
with the Vatican, made in 1933 by Hit- 
ler, ‘and steps are taken to break the 
Roman Catholic domination of educa- 
tion in South Germany. Under the 
terms of this bil], all church-run and 
state-operated denominational teachers’ 
training academies will be abolished. 
The measure proposes to set up in their 
place pedagogical institutions operated 
by the state on an inter-denominational 
basis. The Vatican has protested that 
the bill violates the concordats of 1933 
and of 1924. A similar bill passed the 
legislature of Lower Saxony last year, 
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and it is now being tested before. the 
Federal Constitutional Court in Karls- 
ruhe. 


STRUGGLE IN BELGIUM 


Recent legislation in Belgium has 
taken more than ten million dollars 
away from Roman Catholic schools in 
that country. Demonstrations against the 
government have been countered with 
large anti-clerical demonstrations. Now 
it is announced that a drive to raise 
funds for the threatened schools is be- 
ing put on by Dutch and West German 
Roman Catholics, and that special offer- 
ings will be taken throughout Belgium 
at fairs, markets and from house to 
house. The leaders of the drive an- 
nounced that it was for two years only 
as they hoped that the present Socialist- 
Liberal government would be over- 
thrown by that time and that the Gov- 
ernment would restore the religious sub- 
sidies. In addition to the drastic reduc- 
tion of subsidies to the Roman schools, 
the reform bill sponsored by the govern- 
ment widens state control over all. edu- 
cation. 


TOYNBEE REVISITED 


Dr. Peter Geyl, the distiguished Pro- 
fessor of Modern History in the Uni- 
versity of Utrecht, has just published a 
volume of critical essays (Debates With 
Historians), which is mainly a criticism 
of Toynbee’s ten-volume work which 
was completed last year. Dr. Geyl’s chief 
criticism of Toynbee is that while the 
latter claims to be an empiricist, he 
writes not as a historian but as a proph- 
et. I have pointed out in these pages that 
Toynbee has departed from Christianity 
in that he holds the hope of the world 
to be a syncretism of the high religions, 
all of which, according to him, have 
something to contribute to human sal- 
vation. Professor Geyl asserts that Toyn- 
bee’s illustrations from universal history 
are drawn to illuminate a thesis already 
chosen. He argues that much of the 
history is false or illogical and that 
different illustrations might equally sus- 
tain an entirely contrary thesis. “I feel 
an irrepresible urge,” Geyl says, “to 
testify against this false witness and in- 
deed to criticize and oppose.a system pro- 
ductive of such pernicious counsels.” 


PRESBYTERIAN RESOLUTION DENOUNCED 


The Catholic Thelogical Society of 
America has issued a statement strongly 
criticizing the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S.A., and the Rev. Dr. John A. 
Mackay, President of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and former moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, for the resolution writ- 
ten by Dr. Mackay and passed by the 
recent General Assembly at Los Angeles. 
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WHY YOU 
SAY IT 


by Webb B. Garrison 


Expressions you use every day 
light up with new meaning! 
“Head over heels,” “to fly off the 
handle,” “a far cry,” “to have a 
loose screw”—these and hun- 
dreds of others have fascinating 
stories behind them. 

How over 700 such words and 
phrases came into our everyday 
conversation makes a book full 
of facts and lively description. 
You'll chuckle at the amusing 
illustrations by Henry R. Mar- 
tin. You'll have hours of delight 
—in reading it, quoting it, shar- 
ing it with friends. 

A book you'll read, and use, 
and long enjoy! $3.95 


at all bookstores 
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The resolution criticized the “trend. to 
exalt the figure of the Virgin Mother” 
and asserted that the increasing empha- 
sis by the Roman Church on the role of 
the Virgin Mary has “widened the 
breach” between that faith and all other 
Christian communions. The Roman 
statement included the following, “We 
have exactly the same Scriptural warrant 
for honoring Mary as God’s Mother as 
we have for worshipping Christ as God. 
[Roman] Catholic devotional practice is 
the legitimate expression of this funda- 
mental biblical fact.” Any Protestant, of 
course, can see in that defence sufficient 
reason for the criticism by the Presby- 
terians. 


THE EMPTY THRONE 


There is a growing possibility of the 
restoration of royalty to Spain. Among 
recent visitors to that land is a bright, 
pleasant youth of seventeen—the Infante 
Don Juan Carlos, heir to the Pretender 
to the Spanish throne. The country to 
which the Prince was invited by Gen- 
eral Franco is now, constitutionally, a 
kingdom without a sovereign. This ab- 
stract definition was given in the Law 
of Succession, which was confirmed by a 
national referendum in 1947. The law 
provides for a Council of Regency to ap- 
point a successor to the head of the 
state—upon his death or in the event of 
his becoming “incapacitated”. As Franco 
himself is the sole judge of his own fit- 
ness to govern, it may be inferred that 
he may resign in favor of an approved 
successor, who will be required to en- 
dorse the existing regime by- swearing 
allegiance to its fundamental laws. So 
there is a fair chance that one day, after 
he has come of age, Don Juan’s son may 
inherit the crown of his .ancestors—but 
not the same royal rights, which the Sec- 
ond Republic annulled in 1931. This is 
very interesting to the student of Bible 
prophecy, for Spain is a part of the 
old Roman Empire which is yet to be 
revived as ten kingdoms. Any tendency 
which confirms any part of the old em- 
pire in a dictatorial direction—fascism, 
monarchy, etc.—is in line with the 
prophecies that sketch the future of 
Europe. 








REACTION ON RAMM 
(Continued from page 19) 


connotations of the term (and who 
isn’t?), Bernard Ramm, B.D., M.A., 
Ph.D., is a Fundamentalist. And, I think 
he should admit it. Furthermore, we 
had better claim him and keep him. 
There has not been one like him among 
us for quite a while and we might not 
get another right away... . 

Rosert D. CuLvER 

Dr. Culver is Professor of Bible and 
Philosophy in Wheaton College, Wheat- 
on, Illinois. His excellent full-length 
evaluation of Dr. Ramm’s book is in the 
current issue of the JOURNAL OF THE 
AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC AFFILIATION.—Eds. 
Sirs: 

- I do not propose to be capable 
of settling issues that have been raised 
by Dr. Ramm or by Mr. Bayly, but I 
think I shall make one or two sugges- 
tions that might prove helpful. 

First, I feel that the propagation of 
the Gospel is basically the work of the 
Spirit, and that He works through hu- 
man personality—human personality 
upon which he has already worked. In 
this respect my father, the late Dr. 
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Harry Rimmer, qualified as a minister 


of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. . . . This 


is what is important; his apologetics are 
not. 

Secondly, his books are not contemp- 
orary, and it is unfair to analyze them as 
though they were. . . . May I suggest, 
without being rude, that Dr. Ramm 
might not care for an analysis of “The 
Christian View of Science and Scrip- 
ture” written in 1990, if there hap- 
pen to be some Christians around then 
still pushing it off on the public to 
serve their own interests in a position 
that will be outmoded also by that time. 

In the third place, I think the prob- 
lem that Dr. Ramm is dealing with is a 
real one. There is a real desire on the 
part of a Christian to make his position 
look good in the eyes of those to whom 
he witnesses. (Col. 4:6) But I wonder if 
the fact that we have a position to de- 
fend is not part of our problem. It 
seems to me that there are at least three 
stages in any Christian movement. 
There is the quickening of the Spirit 
whereby the things of Jesus become real. 
In this first stage it is the person. of 
Christ which is witnessed to, but in a: 
correct theological context, of course. 
The first sign of deterioration is when 
the position begins to be the basis of 
judgment rather than the presence or 
absence of the Lord. As the orthodox 
theological position becomes increasing- 
ly important, it has to be bolstered by 
“scholarship,” and this unhappy situ- 
ation has produced some great scholars 
from time to time in the history of the 
Christian faith. Once this second stage 
is old enough, it either produces dead 
orthodoxy or a departure from the the- 
ological position for the third stage of 
development. 

Now in the second stage, when the 
position is all important, any change 
in the position in any part is liable to 
raise violent reactions, as the group se- 
curity—religious, social, and economic— 
is at stake. This is Dr. Ramm’s problem, 
and the worse is yet to come. 

As the situation develops further, 
there will be three trends: (1) The Ro- 
man Catholic one, in which the position 
that cannot be released is bolstered by 
incredible amounts of scholarly work; 
(2) Disintegration into heterodoxy; (3) 
A moving of the Spirit to re-quicken a 
witness to a resurrected Jesus. If this last 
happens, and let us pray that it does, 
it will happen in an area that has not 
felt the clammy hand of Spiritless ortho- 
doxy. No man has yet put new wine in 
an old skin and kept it there. 

BRANDON RIMMER 

Dr. Rimmer is pastor of the Beroea 
Chapel, San Fernando, California.—Eds. 


For other comment on this subject, 
see our regular Letrers column, p. 2.— 
Eds. 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 


hail was now taken by the locusts. Where 
was Nepri, the grain god? Where was 
Ermutet, goddess of child birth and 
crops? Where was Anubis, jackal-headed 
guardian of the fields? And above all, 
where was Osiris, great head of the 
Hamitic trinity, who was also an agricul- 
tural god? The people of Egypt lost all 
faith in their gods. Rebellion even reach- 
ed the palace. For before the locusts had 
come, Pharaoh's courtiers had pleaded 
with him to let the Semites go. “Let the 
men go that they may serve the Lord, 
their God (Jehovah, the God); knowest 
thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?” 
(Exod. 10:7). But after much vacillation 
and attempted compromise, Pharaoh's 


heart was. hardened and the plague had 
come. The devourers were swift and the 
land was devastated. Then the Lord 
took.a mighty, strong west wind and 
swept all the locusts into the Red Sea. : 
Once more Pharoah’s heart was hard- 
ened. mer 


The LORD and the Sun-God 

The movement of events was increas- 
ing in tempo. Swiftly the ninth wonder 
came. Darkness fell upon the land, dark- 
ness that could be felt. Josephus writes 
(II, 14, 5): “But when Moses said that 
what he (Pharaoh) desired was unjust, 
since they were obliged to offer sacrifices 
to God of those cattle; and the time 
being prolonged on this account, a thick 
darkness, without the least light, spread 
itself over the Egyptians, whereby their 
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sight being obstructed, and their breath- 
ing hindered by the thickness of the air, 
they were under terror lest they be 
swallowed up by the thick cloud. This 
darkness, after three days and as many 
nights was dissipated.” 

Gross darkness could be a normal 
thing in the land of the midnight sun, 
but this was not Norway or Alaska, this 
was Egypt. This was the land of perpet- 
ual sunshine. Three hundred and sixty- 
five days in the year, the sun shines in 
Egypt. And three hundred and sixty-five 
nights in the year, the skies are so alight 
with moon and stars that there is little 
like it to be seen from earth. The planets 
seem nearer than the lights of neigh- 
bors, and the stars hang in the sky, 
liquid in their trembling beauty. 
Through our fogs, the heavens may be 
millions of light years away, but in Egypt 
they seem to be just out the window and 
just beyond the tree tops. 

And suddenly the sky and the light 
were eclipsed by a phenomenon that 
fell upon the land. The verb is one that 
denotes swiftness as when a lion falls 
upon an unsuspecting prey. Life came to 
a halt. The people were forced to re- 
main in their beds for three days. 
Josephus’ phrase that their breathing 
was hindered by the thickness of the air 
may mean that there was so much mois- 
ture in the atmosphere, that there could 
be no combustion for the open flames of 
their candles or torches. Provisions are 
not stored up in hot lands, and there 
was no refrigeration in those days. The 
people were without food; they could 
not see each other; they lived, choking 
and gasping, in their beds. 

We have mentioned more than a score 
of the gods of Egypt in recounting the 
execution of God’s judgment against 
them, but the greatest comes at the last. 
For over all the gods of Egypt was the 
great Ra, god of the sun. So great was Ra 
that in parts of Egypt some of the people 
held a religious position that closely 
resembled monotheism. In the school of 
On, or Heliopolis, city of the sun, Ra 
was the only god. He and Aten, the 
sun’s disc, were worshipped, and the 
ankh, symbol of life from the sun, with 
these made another sort of trinity that 
was yet a monotheistic trinity. And now 
Ra, the great Ra, has disappeared. Did 
the sacred scarab lose him in the under- 
world of the dead while pushing him 
from sunset to sunrise? Like some ball 
of dung has he been crushed beneath 
some monster foot and destroyed? Where 
are you Ra? And if Ra is gone, there 
is no need of speaking of the god of the 
sunrise, Horus, or the god of the sunset, 
Tem, or the god of light, Shu, or the 
deities of the moon and the planets. 

Pharaoh calls for Moses as soon as it 
is light and offers to let the people go, 
men, women, and children. Is this sur- 
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render? No. The compromising Pharaoh 
demands that they go without their cat- 
tle. The text above all other texts in the 
Bible that speaks against the possibility 
of compromise is Moses’ ringing state- 
ment, “There shall not an hoof be left 
behind!” 

Once more the division was made by 
God between the children of Ham and 
the children of Shem. Though there was 
darkness over all of Egypt, darkness that 
could be felt, yet the children of Israel 
had light in their dwellings. It is a won- 
derful figure of the difference that God 
has put between the true believer today 
and the unbeliever. One of the glories 
which the children of God have in the 
gross darkness of this present age of the 
prince of darkness is that we have light 
in our hearts that makes the world’s 
darkness and light alike to us, even as 
the darkness and the light are both alike 
to God (Ps. 139:12). And we have that 
light because the Son of God came in the 
great darkness of the cross, crying, “My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” (Matt. 27:46). The Father forsook 
His Son in that darkness that He might 
not have to forsake us, and that: He 
might bring us into the holiness of His 
eternal light. 

What the Lord Jesus Christ was to be 
and to do was now illustrated in the 
Passover. Blood was put on the doors 
of the houses of the Israelites. The angel 
of death, messenger of judgment from 
Jehovah God, walked through the land. 
Where there was no blood on the door 
there was death. The gods of Egypt were 
exhibited as vain pretenders. In the an- 
nouncement of the death of Egypt's 
firstborn, there is also the inclusion of 
the judgment upon the Devil gods of 
the land. “For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt this night, and will smite 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; and against all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgment; 
I am the Lord” (Exod. 12:12). 

But where there was blood on the 
door there was no death in the house. 
God in His judgment passed over them 
because the blood was there. Inside there 
may have been a trembling. Hebrew boy, 
crying in terror for fear of the judgment 
that had been announced. In another 
house there may have been a lad full of 
faith and singing for joy. The angel of 
death passed over the first as readily as 
over the second. God had not said, 
“When I see you happy I will pass over 
you”; but “When I see the blood I will 
pass over you.” Oh, the preciousness of 
the blood of the Son of God! 

The plagues of Egypt delivered the 
people of God from the children of 
Ham. The power of the great land was 
broken. There would be other Pharaohs 
sitting on the throne of the ruler who 
had no tomb but the watery grave of 
the Red Sea, but Egypt would never be 
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a material menace again. God would 
continue to warn the children of Israel 
against any spiritual turning to Egypt. 
He would never sanction any union with 
that land. As in the very first days when 
He refused to acknowledge Ishmael, 
since Hagar was an Egyptian and could 
never bear the child of promise, even 
though Abraham’s strength begot the 
child, so to the very end of days God 
would warn His people against the 
evils that were dormant in Egypt and 
all that it stood for. Centuries later 
Pharaoh Necho would march an army 
hundreds of miles to the north to help 
the Hittites, other sons of Ham, against 
the power of Assyria. It would be a vain 
gesture. They would turn at Carchemish 
from other sons of Shem and would re- 
treat ignominiously to their homeland, 
soon to be overrun by Greece and then 
Rome. Never again would they be any- 
thing but a base kingdom. God would 
say through Ezekiel: “Son of man, set 
thy face against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
and prophesy against him, and ae 
all Egypt; Speak and say, Thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold I am against thee, 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great dragon 
that lieth in the midst of his rivers, 
which hath said, My river is mine own, 
and I have made it for myself. . . I will 
bring thee up out of the midst of thy 
rivers . . . I will leave thee thrown into 
the wilderness . . . and all the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt shall know that I am the 
Lord . . . and the land of Egypt shall 
be desolate and waste, and they shall 
know that I am the Lord, because he 
hath said, The river is mine and I have 
made it . . . There they shall be a base 
kingdom. It shall be the basest of the 
kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself 
any more above the nations; for I will 
diminish them, that they shall no more 
rule over the nations. And it shall be 
no more the confidence of the house of 
Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to 
remembrance, when they shall look 
after them: but they shall know that I 
am the Lord God” (Ezek. 37). And thus 
it has come to pass. 

Today it is the third brother, Japheth, 
that is dwelling in the tents of Shem, 
even as God announced (Gen. 9:27). 
And as the many threads of the story of 
Ham’s rebellion have made the strange 
ravelling which we have seen, so the 
threads of the story of Japheth have 
made an even greater tangle which will 
be cut across by a Gordian stroke in 
God’s own time. The wonders of the 
second coming of Christ, greater by far 
than the wonders wrought in Egypt, will 
accompany the deliverance of Shem 
from the power of Japheth. That is an- 
other story. The vision is for an ap- 
pointed time. He shall surely come and 
shall not tarry (Hab. 2:3; Heb. 10:37). 


(To BE ConTINuED) 
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MARY WORSHIP 
(Continued from page 15) 


Theanthropic (divine-human) Person, 
which began when He was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin 
Mary. At a definite point in history the 
eternal Christ took upon Himself our 
human nature. The Word was made 
flesh (John 1:14). He who was Father 
of eternity was born of a woman in or- 
der to become the Seed of Abraham. 
Mary was the human channel through 
which God the Son became a Man. 
Mary was the human instrument chosen 
of God for the miracle of the incarna- 
tion by which the eternal Son “took up- 
on Him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2: 
7). These tremendous truths, known 
only by revelation, do not add up to 
the statement that Mary is the Mother 
of God. Any ‘syllogistic reasoning that 
arrives at the conclusion that she must 
be the mother of God introduces a con- 
cept that is foreign to the Scripture. In 
becoming a man, Jesus had a human 
mother. Beyond that the Scriptures do 
not go; and the only safe way to express 
the great mystery of the incarnation is 
to stay as close as possible to the “sound 
words” of the Scriptures themselves. 

An example of how syllogistic reason- 
ing about the mystery of the divine in- 
carnation can lead one astray from the 
truth is the following: (1) God is a 
Trinity. (2) Mary is the Mother of God. 
(3) Therefore, Mary is the Mother of 
the Trinity. The logic is inescapable, 
but the conclusion is manifestly wrong. 
Then one of the premises must be 
wrong. Which is it? Number one is in- 
disputable for a Christian. Number two 
must be wrong. 

Patent to the Catholic conception of 
Mary as the Mother of God is the com- 
panion idea that she had no other chil- 
dren and was a perpetual virgin. It is 
strenuously argued that all the New 
Testament passages which allude to the 
brethren of Jesus merely refer to His 
cousins (e.g. Matt. 12:46-50; 13:55-56; 
Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21; John 7:3, 
5.10). To a Protestant Christian who 
has no axe to grind, it matters little 
whether Mary had other children or not. 
However, the Scriptural evidence seems 
to point to the fact that she did have 
other children. In addition to the con- 
tested passages of the New Testament, 
there is an Old Testament messianic 
prophecy which is indisputable. That 
Psalm 69 is prophetic of Christ in His 
sufferings cannot be questioned. The 
reference to the cross is inescapable in 
verse 21, “They gave me also gall for my 
meat;-and in my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink.” Matthew 27:34, 38 
records the literal fulfillment. Further- 
more, verse 25 reads: “Let their habita- 
tion be desolate; and let none dwell in 
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their tents.” These words are applied in 
’ Acts 1:20 to Judas. Verse 9 is most 
familiar: ‘For the zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up.” John quotes this 
verse verbatim and applies it to Christ 
in His cleansing of the temple (John 
2:17). The latter part of the same verse, 
“and the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee are fallen upon me,” is 
quoted by Paul in Romans 15:3 and ap- 
plied to Christ. In the very verse pre- 
ceding in the 69th Psalm we read, “I am 
become a stranger unto my brethren, 
and an alien’ unto my mother’s chil- 
dren” (Ps. 69:8). In the Roman Cath- 
olic Douay Version the variation in 
translation of this verse is very slight: 
' “T am become a stranger to my brethren, 
and an alien to the sons of my mother.” 
By every law of exegesis this verse ap- 
plies to the Lord Jesus Christ. Roman 
Catholic writers on the subject find it 
convenient to ignore this passage. The 
phrase “the sons of my mother” can 
hardly be interpreted to mean “cousins.” 

Not only does Romanism teach that 
Mary had no other children by physical 
birth, but, consistent with her role. as 
Mother of God, she is made to be the 
spiritual mother of all believers. Here 
she is again paralleled to God the Fa- 
ther. As God is the Father of all who 
believe, Mary is the Mother of all who 
believe. This doctrine approaches blas- 
phemy. Mary is indeed “blessed among 
women,” but she is not to be considered 
the counterpart of God the Father. 

Listen to Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, ec- 
clesiastical idol of the television screen, 
a man of surpassing brilliance, but every 
inch a Roman Catholic: 

“Just as we do not shrink from the 
thought of God giving us His Father, 
so that we can pray: ‘Our Father,’ so 
neither do we rebel when He gives us 
His Mother, so that we can pray: ‘Our 
Mother.’ ” 

Liguori claims that “according to the 
holy Fathers” Mary became our Spirit- 
ual Mother on two occasions: at the An- 
nunciation when she consented to be- 
come the mother of the Eternal Word, 
and at Calvary when Jesus addressed her 
from the cross. This is perfectly self- 
evident to the Roman Catholic mind, 
but not so self-evident to the rest of us. 
Let us try to pick up the argument di- 
rectly from the famous book The Glor- 
ies of Mary as follows: 

“When at the Annunciation the most 
Blessed Virgin gave the consent which 
was expected by the Eternal Word be- 
fore becoming her Son, she from that 
moment asked our salvation of God 
with intense ardor, and took it to heart 
in such a way that from that moment, 
as a most loving mother, she bore us in 
her womb.” 

There is, of course, a sense in which 
Mary gave her personal consent to be- 
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coming the mother of the Messiah when 
she gave the angel that beautiful an- 
swer of surrender to God's will, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word” (Luke 1:38); 
but we read nothing in the. Scriptures 
about her beginning from that moment 
to pray for the salvation, not only of 
Israel but of all men, with such consum- 
ing ardor that she conceived in her 
womb—in a spiritual manner, of course— 
all the elect of all ages. All such as- 
sertions are only the product of the 
sanctimonious imaginations of men who 
are eager to exalt Mary to the position 
they have predetermined for her. Here 
Mary is pressed into taking the place 


‘ of the Holy Spirit; for the Scriptures 


teach that the children of God were 
born spiritually, not of Mary, but of the 
Holy Spirit (John 3:5). 

The second occasion on which Mary 
became our spiritual Mother, according 
to Liguori, Bishop Sheen, and all Catho- 
lic writers who touch the subject, was at 
Golgotha when our Lord spoke His 
third word from the cross. When He 


‘said to John, “Behold thy mother,” they 
address- 


maintain that Jesus was really 

ing the whole company of the redeemed. 
Bishop Sheen imagines Jesus saying to 
His mother at the wedding of Cana,’ 
“Once I undertake the salvation of 
mankind, you will not‘only be my moth- 
er, but you will also be the mother of 
everyone whom I redeem.” 

It is a well-known fact that Jesus in 
Scripture never addresses Mary as 
Mother. At the-wedding in Cana, for ex- 
ample, He addresses her: “Woman, what 
have I to do with thee” (John 2:4). 
Sheen’s explanation is that what Jesus 
really meant to say was this: “To indi- 
cate the role that you will play in Re- 
demption, I now bestow upon you that 
title of universal motherhood; I call 
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you—Woman.” Then at Golgotha Jesus 
in His word to Mary picks up the re- 
frain from Cana, and addresses her with 
the same title He gave her at the mar- 
riage feast. He calls her “Woman,” 
which in Sheen’s vocabulary means “uni- 
versal motherhood.” To suport this in- 
terpretation, Sheen observes that Jesus 
avoids addressing John by using his 
name; that, he says, would have been to 
address him as the son of Zebedee and 
no one else. Therefore He leaves him as 
the anonymous disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and simply says, “Behold thy 
mother” (John 19:27). Thus in his 
anonymity John stands for all of us, and 
Mary becomes the Mother of all of us. 

The above reasoning is simply fantas- 
tic, to say the least. If Jesus really want- 
ed to teach that Mary was to become the 
mother of all the living He would have 
called her Eve, which means mother of 
all living (Genesis 3:20). The dignified 
title of woman means “taken out of 
man” (Gen. 2:23). Furthermore, the 
fact that John is not specifically named 
at Calvary proves nothing: he is clearly 
identified as distinct from the other dis- 
ciples. And so far as his anonymity is 
concerned, John is anonymous, not only 
in the text in question, but also in every 
other text throughout the fourth Gospel 
where he comes into view. 

On the same imaginative level is the 
fantastic, oft repeated assertion in Cath- 
olic writings that Mary begat Jesus in 
joy in the stable and without birth 
pains, but in begetting us at Calvary 
she endured the most excruciating spirit- 
ual birth pangs. 

The whole purpose of Romanism’s 
claims that Mary is the Mother of God 
and the universal Mother of all who be- 
lieve is to exalt her to a position com- 
parable to the Persons of the Trinity, as 
is evident in the following quotation 
from Sheen, Rome’s best-known repre- 
sentative in America: “If we can call 
God ‘Our Father,’ then we can.call her 
‘Our Mother,’ if we do the Will of the 
Father.” 

We may answer by simply quoting the 
words of Christ Himself when certain 
individuals informed Him that His 
mother and brethren were outside and 
asking for Him. Jesus answered: 

“Who is my mother, or my brethren? 
And He looked round about on them 
which sat about Him, and said, Behold 
my mother and my brethren! For who- 
soever shall do the will of God, the 
same is my brother, and my sister, and 
my mother” (Mark 3:33-35). END 
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OBSTACLE RACE 


(Continued from page 11) 


God’s mouth “teaches” us— 
We possess His living Word. 

At God's feet we are “resting”— 
We enjoy His peace. 


Thus every child of the heavenly F 
ther can know: “nothing can separate 
me from the love of God” (Rom. 8:38, 
39). Yea, even more: All things—and es- 
pecially the difficulties—are a proof of 
His love. 

Therefore the runner in the race is 
not discouraged by obstacles. He trusts 
the love of God and presses on to the 
goal, unburdened by cares and sorrows. 
Cares are therefore a contradiction of 
our standing as children of God. In the 
Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus 
warns so emphatically against all fear 
and anxiety, that one might rightly call 
this part of His discourse a real cam- 
paign against the spirit of worry. The 
Christian should avoid worry for seven 
reasons: 

(1) Cares and worries are useless. 
With all your worrying you are not able 
to add a single cubit to the length of 
your earthly pilgrimage. Our earthly pil- 
grimage is, so to speak, many thousands 
of miles in length but we cannot even 
add as much as a yard to it (Matt. 6:27). 
The Lord wants to point out here that 
we cannot do even the smallest things. 
We cannot lengthen our life even for a 
few minutes however much thought or 
worrying we might take. 

(2) Cares and worries are injurious. 
They are unnecessary and foolish hind- 
rances. For if one worries one experi- 
ences each difficulty twice: the first time 
in one’s imagination and the second 
time in reality; the first time in expect- 
ancy, the second time in the actual 
event. But once would suffice! “Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof”. (Matt. 
6:34). 

(3) Cares and worries.are unworthy. 
The lilies of the field and the fowls of 
the air do not worry and yet are looked 
after. Art thou not better than they? 
The pictures used by the Lord are very 
apt. 

Food and raiment are the main ob- 
jects of worry. The fowls refer to food 
and are a picture from the animal 
world; the lilies refer to raiment and are 
a picture from the plant world. Sowing 
and reaping is men’s work, while sew- 
ing and spinning is especially women’s 
work. All this unites in the impressive 
harmonious demand: “Be not anxious 
for your life” (Matt. 6:25). 

He who worries is forgetting his high 
calling as well as the willingness and 
power of our great God to help. He is 
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_ forgetting God's all-sufficiency and per- 
fect wisdom as well as His eternal love. 

(4) Cares and worries are unfilial. It 
being already true, from the viewpoint 
of creation, that man as man is much 
higher than the plants and animals, how 
much more must it be true from the 
view-point of salvation! As children of 
our heavenly Father we can happily and 
thankfully trust Him; “Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things” (Matt. 6:32). The spirit of 
worrying in a child of God means, 
therefore, that he is leaving his relation 
to the Father out of account. 

(5) Cares and worries are earthly. 
They direct our questionings and 
thoughts far too much to things here be- 
low (food and raiment). The attitude of 
mind of the believer should have a 
heavenly direction: “But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 

(6) Cares and worries are idolatrous. 
They concern themselves too much with 
the question of having or not having 
earthly things. And that is a service of 
Mammon. In the Sermon on the Mount 
the Greek text treats this word as a per- 
sonal name. “Mammon” is, so to speak, 
the name of a god, as Apollo or Diana 
are names of heathen deities. “‘No man 
can serve two masters (two gods): God 
Jehovah and false god Mammon” (Matt. 
6:24). 

(7) Cares and worries are heathen- 
ish. “For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek” (Matt. 6:32). The spirit 
of worrying represents an attitude of 
mind which is foreign to the kingdom of 
God. It lowers the thinking of the re- 
deemed to the standard of that of the 
unredeemed, so that though he lives in 
the kingdom of grace, he behaves him- 
self as one who is outside, like a 
heathen. 

For all these reasons care and worries 
must be avoided by the Christian. “Cast 
al] your anxiety upon Him; for He 
careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). In his pithy 
manner of expression Luther once said: 
“Oh, that we could learn this sort of 
‘casting’! But he who does not learn it 
will remain a man downcast, outcast, 
cast off, cast behind, cast away.” And 
living faith will recognize the truth of 
that other saying of the great Reformer: 


To count out money from an empty 


purse, 

To bake bread from the clouds, 

This is the art of our God alone. 

He makes all things out of nothing 

And He doeth it daily. 

Two passages of Scripture refer em- 
phatically to the question of providing 
for the outward life. One is given in the 
chapter immediately subsequent to He- 
brews 12 and thus is in a certain in- 
direct connection with our chapter 
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(Heb. 13:5). One is the most positive 
and the other the most negative sen- 
tence of the whole New Testament: in 
a very small space the first passage con- 
tains five affirmations and the second 
five negations. Here is the first passage: 

“God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound unto every (lit. all) good work” 
(II Cor. 9:8). In the Greek the root 
word for “all” occurs five times in this 
one passage (pasan, panti,. pantote, 
pasan, pan). 

The other Scripture reads: “I will in 
no wise fail thee, neither will I in any 
wise forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). It is 
hardly possible to give the literal order 
of the Greek words. The first part of 
this sentence contains a double and the 
second part a triple negative, so that 
the sentence contains a fivefold nega- 
tion, as if the text should read: “Not 
will I fail thee! Nevermore! No! Never 
and by no means will I forsake thee!” 

Thus these two Scriptures show in 
their harmonious contrast, positively 
and negatively expressed, the same pre- 
cious message: Will God give me all 
things which are necessary and good?— 
Yes! Five times yes!—‘‘All grace! In all 
things! Always! All sufficiency! All good 
work!” Will God ever forsake me?—No! 
Five times no!—‘‘Never! Nevermore! 
Never and by no means! In no citcum- 
stances!” 

Therefore “Have faith in God!” His 
love and His faithfulness rule over our 
life. The obstacles in the race are ap- 
pointed and overruled by His perfect 
Divine wisdom. All arrangements in the 
raceourse are made by Him who is both 
our wise and just Umpire and our lov- 
ing heavenly Father. 


$. True faith trusts, in the midst of 
all suffering, in the infallibility and 
fruitfulness of all the DECISIONS OF 
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THE WISDOM OF GOD (Heb. 12: 
10a). Earthly fathers—even the best—can 
act only within a certain more or less re- 
stricted horizon and are always liable to 
error common to man. But the heavenly 
Father’s discipline never errs; in His 
loving treatment of His children He 
never takes a wrong measure. Every- 
thing serves to reach the great, ideal 
goal, and this goal is indeed the highest 
possible, namely, to transform His child 
into the image of His own holy nature. 
“For they, verily for a few days chastened 
us as seemed good (or meet) to them; 
but he for our profit that we may be- 
come partakers of his holiness” (Heb. 
12:10). Thus faith can rest not only in 
God’s love but also in His wisdom. 
Faith knows, “I am God's child and not 
His counsellor” (Tersteegen). Even 
when I am in the midst of tribulation 
and trial and see no way out, I can say: 
His hand holds me fast; my Father 
knows! 

The whole situation is, however, com- 
pleted and becomes a matter of actual 
comfort and help for troubled redeem- 
ed ones when they remember that it is 
not only the perfect love and wisdom of 
the Father which rules here but also His 
Divine omnipotence. Our heavenly Fa- 
ther wants to help, knows how to help 
and is able to help. This trinity of Di- 
vine powers gives us, in their working 
together, the guarantee that everything 
is profitable for our good. 

4. True faith reckons, in the whirl 
of events, with the ordering hand of the 
ALL OVERRULING GOVERNMENT 
OF GOD (Heb. 12:7a). The leading 
thought of our passage in Hebrews 12 is, 
no doubt, that the sufferings of the re- 
deemed have a deeper meaning than 
their outward appearance (Heb. 12:11), 
that with all the activities of the ene- 
mies, God in reality is the acting One, 
that although the persecutors of the 
Christians aim at their destruction, the 
real God-intended aim in all these 
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events is their glorification, their “prof- 
it,” the “peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness” (v. 11). “God dealeth -with you 

. for your profit” (vv. 7, 10). This 
means that God overrules even the ac- 
tions of His enemies. They thought evil 
against us but God meant it unto good 
(Gen. 50:20). In all the manifold single 
events He never loses His outlook over 
the whole. He is not only the God of 
all collectively, but also the God of each 
individual. In all the great events He 
never forgets the small matters; in the 
universal history, never the personal 
life-story; in the course of centuries, 
never the happenings of seconds. He 
holds all the reins of events in His hand, 
in all the complicated network of hap- 
penings of time and space, of men and 
history. 

Faith can therefore take the actions of 
unbelievers as being sent to him from 
God. They would not have been able to 
place the disturbances and obstacles in 
our racecourse if they had not been al- 
lowed to do so by the heavenly Organ- 
izer of the contest, and if the mighty 
Divine Umpire, in a mysterious yet most 
effective way, were not Himself acting 
behind and in all their endeavors. 

For this reason the Scriptures never 
speak of a mere “permissive” will of 
God. God is never a mere spectator. His 
attitude is not passive in the happenings 
of this world, but definitely active. He 
is not beside the events, but in them. 
He is not only the One who lives above 
the world, He lives also in the world: 
“for in him we live and move and have 
our being” (Acts 17:28). This was not 
stated by the apostle in a purely spirit- 
ual sense, as though thereby he meant 
exclusively believers. No, he is speaking 
here of men in general as the creatures 
of God, even including the heathen. 

God’s eternal plan for the kingdom 
governs our life. All the happenings of 
human history are scaffolding for the 
happenings of the history of salvation. 
Heaven and hell, angels and demons, 
faith and infidelity, church and world, 
great and small, the general and the per- 
sonal things of this life, everything must 
serve, consciously or unconsciously, will- 
ingly or unwillingly, to fulfil the will of 
God, i.e., the transformation of the re- 
deemed into the image of Christ the Re- 
deemer. The purpose behind “all things 
work together for good” (Rom. 8:28) is 
that we may become “conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the 
Firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 
8:29). 

It is expressly declared, however, that 
this happens only in the case of “those 
who love God.” For “earthly things must 
be known before we can love them, but 
divine things must be loved before we 
can get to know them” (Pascal). And 
not in vain are these who love God 
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characterized at the same time as those 


' “who are the called according to his pur- 


pose.” This means to say: An eternal 
plan governs our life. Our short life on 
earth lies between two eternities: the 
eternity before the time of the world, 
with its Divine election, and the eter- 
nity after this world, with its glorious 
perfection. And confidently reckoning 
with the omnipotent government of a 
loving God and Father we can pass 
along even dark and dangerous roads in 
life without anxiety or fear. 

5. True faith, even in inexplicable 
darknesses, subjects itself without criti- 
cism to the SOVEREIGN ROYAL AU- 
THORITY OF GOD (Heb. 12:9). 
“Furthermore we had fathers of our 
flesh to chasten us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be 
in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live?” (Heb. 12:9). To subject one- 
self and to live are two things which be- 
long inseparably together. Is He not 
able to judge the situation better than 
we—He living in the High and Holy 
Place, on His eternal throne in the 
heavenly heights? May it not be that 
many things which here appear to us to 
be utterly senseless and meaningless will 
be revealed to us in eternity as being 
most meaningful and of the greatest im- 
portance? 

Does not He, the Divine Organizer of 
the race, know better what arrange- 
ments are necessary and profitable for 
the runner than the runner himself? 
Can not the racer, therefore, simply 
acknowledge the superiority and author- 
ity of the Divine Umpire and, without 
any arguing or inward rebellion, under- 
take the running with all its arrange- 
ments and obstacles, just as this race 
has been “set before him” by the heav- 
enly Organizer? 

Therefore away with all grumbling! 
All spirit of complaint and dissatisfac- 
tion is rebellion against God. God is al- 
ways right. “Love your destiny, for it is 
God’s way with your soul.” Even if a 
thousand enigmas surround you, even if 
you can see no way out and everything 
appears senseless, faith can wait. God's 
books must be read backwards—from the 
end to the beginning. But having once 
reached the goal, looking back, we shall 
see that all darknesses of our path will 
have become radiantly bright. 

Until eternity dawns God dwelleth in 
darkness. The nearer the priest came to 
the center of the symbolic dwelling- 
place of Jehovah in the tabernacle and 
approached the throne of grace, that is, 
the ark of the covenant with the mercy- 
seat, and the shekinah, the darker it be- 
came round about him. The Outer 
Court was without roof and illuminated 
by the natural light of the sun: the Holy 
Place was lighted by the subdued light 
of the lampstand in the totally enclosed 
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room. The Most Holy Place was, how- 
ever, absolutely dark. “The Lord said 
that he would dwell in the thick dark- 
ness” (1 Kings 8:12, cf. Ex. 20:21). The 
meaning of this is as follows: The near- 
er a man comes to God, the more he 
approaches The Great Mystery. God is 
the Eternal One, the Absolutely Differ- 
ent One, the great Superior One. 

God “dwelleth in the light un- 
approachable” (1 Tim. 6:16). His earth- 
ly symbolic dwelling-place was meant to 
bear witness to this fact. In the symbolic 
language, however, of tabernacle and 
temple, His unapproachability was repre- 
sented by the lack of all created light. 


The blinding eternal light. was express- 
ed by blinding, impenetrable darkness. 
Only in the eternal city of God will His 
face he seen (Rev. 22:4; Matt. 5:8). 


Therefore, when that time has come, the ° 


heavenly Holiest of Holies will be no 


more dark, without illumination, but’ 


filled with streams of light (Rev. 21:10, 
11, 23). “For the Lord God giveth them 
light” (Rev. 22:5). “For we shall see him 
even as he is” (1 John 3:2). “Then shall 
I know even as also I have been 
known.” This will be a marvellous ex- 
perience both in respect to God’s gen- 
eral counsel of salvation and with re- 
gard to His personal, often so myster- 
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ious, ways by which He has led the in- 
dividual. 


One thing especially will be revealed: 
God's dealings with us in suffering were 
always designed to be a help to our 
spiritual growth. 

6. True faith values suffering as a 
necessity of education, so that our lives 
should be changed into the IMAGE OF 
THE HOLINESS OF GOD (Heb. 12: 
10). The heavenly Father chasteneth us 
for “our profit” in order that we might 
be “partakers of his holiness” (Heb. 12: 
10). “Needs are often needful because 
many things prosper only in times of 
need.” God’s measures to help must 
sometimes be onerous or even severe. 
For it is true that “Small trials often 
make us beside ourselves, but great 
trials bring us again back to ourselves.” 
It was when the prodigal son “came to 
himself” that he said, “I will arise and 
go to my father,” and this was caused 
by hunger (Luke 15:14-18). 

The disappointments in life are in- 
tended to awaken us out of all the il- 
lusions into which sin has led ‘us. Pre- 
cisely the fact that the earth cannot give 
what .man seeks and desires, delivers 
him from his false expectations and stirs 
up his yearnings for the heavenly, so 
that at the end of the way he can. con- 
fess: “Behold, it was for my peace that 
I had great bitterness” (Isa. 38:17). 
Thus the obstacles in our race are in- 
tended by God's purposeful love to fur- 
ther our inner development; to strength- 
en our spiritual muscles; to give us op- 
portunities for victory; to help us to be 
more and more transformed, in charac- 
ter and conduct, into practical accord- 
ance with the holy nature of the eternal 
goal. Finally: 

7. True faith estimates the darkness- 
es of life as God’s means of reaching 
the BRIGHT, ETERNAL GOAL OF 
GOD (Heb. 12:11b). “Pressure raises 
up!” The “afterward” will soon be the 
present. “All chastening seemeth for the 
present to be not joyous, but grievous: 
yet afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit 
unto them that have been exercised 
thereby, even the fruit of righteousness” 
(Heb. 12:11). 

This “afterward” is often experienced 
in anticipation while we are yet on the 
way. Every time we stand the ‘test, we 
further our spiritual progress. Growth in 
sanctification increases our joy. The 
peaceable fruit of righteousness grows 
on the apparently crooked and wild tree 
of tribulation. This heavenly fruit as to 
its character is “righteousness” and as to 
its taste “peace.” God works in us a 
practical righteousness of life and walk 
which is based upon the righteousness 
of our standing which we have received 
through faith in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:9). 

Perhaps the expression “peace” as the 
fruit of righteousness looks back to the 





first verses of Hebrews 12, where the 
arena of faith is mentioned. At the end 
of the race, when the battle is won, we 
shall enjoy the fruit of righteousness in 
peace. 

All the apparent hindrances in life 
are thus in reality furtherances. Should 
we not therefore, in the midst of tribula- 
tion, be “in subjection unto the Father 
of spirits, and live”? (Heb. 12:9). This 
means to “live” in the deep spiritual 
sense of the word. “Life,” not meaning 
merely “being” in the sense of just ex- 
isting, but rather as being filled with 
strength, joy, real meaning, and purpose, 
yea, a being filled indeed with God and 
Christ. “ 

Mary wept by the open grave of the 
Lord. She saw her loss. Not even the 
dead body of her Master was there any 
more. And yet that very empty tomb was 
the proof of the resurrection, the sign 
of victory, and, had she rightly under- 
stood the situation, it would have given 
her abundant reason for triumphant 
joy. But how wonderfully “afterward” 
her lamentation was turned to jubila- 
tion (Matt. 28:8)! “Mary”—“Rabboni”— 
how much is contained in those few 
words (John 20:16)! And after she had 
understood the real meaning of the 
empty tomb, think how this knowledge 
made her to be a witness to the resur- 
rection, a proclaimer of the mightiest 
triumph of life, a joyful testifier to the 
victorious power of the Risen One 
(Luke 24:10)! 

Thus the redeemed see everything in 
one of two ways: with the eyes of nature 
or the eyes of faith. From the natural 
point of view we often see only the 
loss; faith sees the gain. From the nat- 
ural point of view we see death; but 
faith sees resurrection and life. Nature 
sees the tomb; faith, the resurrection. 
Nature looks woefully back into the 
treasures of memory; faith looks forward 
to the coming glory. In joyful expectancy 
faith waits for the day of redemption and 
our being clothed upon with the body 
of glory. 

Then the day of the true, real “after- 
ward” will have come. The goal will 
have been reached for which we strove 
in the-arena of faith. And when the 
crowns and prizes have been bestowed, 
the runner in the race will praise the 
Captain of his faith especially for the 
difficulties which He, the great Umpire 
of the race, in His wisdom and love had 
placed in his path. The heaventy light 
will shine forth, and everything will be 
radiant and clear in the full and ever- 
lasting daylight of God’s glory. 

Then we shall worship Him who guid- 
ed us here below. We shall praise Him 
for all His ways with us, admire His 
wisdom, and enjoy His never-ending 
love, and the vision of His face will be 
our everlasting delight. END 
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TOMORROW—PERON 
(Continued from page 9) 


attempt of the great cattle barons to 
keep meat off the market in order to 
raise prices. He broke their power and 
forced them to sell meat at a price that 
made it possible for the workers to feed 
themselves. Peron also decreed a raise in 
wages for all laborers. 

By 1954 Peron considered his position 
secure enough to declare an amnesty and 
release all political prisoners. Congres- 
sional elections gave his candidates vic- 
tory by 4,600,000 to 2,300,000 votes. The 
elections had been so free that his own 
cabinet members complained at the lib- 
erty that was being granted the opposi- 
tion. Peron created a super-cabinet of 
five to share administrative details with 
himself. Peron moved more to the right 
and announced that he was preparing 
a plan to turn all government-owned 
industries and transportation back to 
private enterprise. It is important to 
note also that during this year Peron 
cracked down on the Communists. Their 
number had slowly increased until they 
had a total of approximately 100,000 
votes out of ten million possible votes. 
But they were not considered negligible, 
and repressive measures were instituted 
against them. This should be well un- 
derstood, for American- news sources 
have attempted to interpret Peron’s diffi- 
culties with the Roman Church as a lean- 
ing towards Communism. This simply is 
not true. It should be noticed, in pass- 
ing, that the news reports of doings in 
the Argentine during these past troubled 
months have been reported in the 
United States in a fashion quite differ- 
ent from the way they have been re- 
ported in Europe. The present writer 
was in Europe during much of the 
time of the revolt, and much of this 
report is based on European news 
sources rather than those which came 
through our American press which was 
slanted in favor of Rome. i 

Peron know that there are many 
shades of belief in Argentina and that 
while Rome is powerful she is not nearly 
as powerful as she likes to think. It is 
always the tendency of the Roman prop- 
aganda machine to consider that anyone 
born or baptized as a Roman Catholic 
is thereafter a part of the Roman power. 
This is simply a vain dream. 

The outline of facts is simple; the 
explanation is more difficult. Peron be- 
gan to take a stronger policy against the 
attempts of the church to increase its 
power. He cut down on the number of 
church holidays and substituted holi- 
days that had to do with his own gov- 
ernment—the death of Eva Peron as 
well as her birthday—and the celebra- 
tion of his first arrival at power. Finally 
Peron banished two Roman Catholic 
bishops and he was excommunicated by 
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the church. A revolt broke out and at- 
tempts were made to assassinate Peron, 
burn his residence and other government 
buildings. Several Roman Catholic 
churches were in turn gutted by anti- 
clerical groups (not Communists). An 
English business man, George Pendle, 
who has travelled widely in South 
America and is the author of books on 
Uruguay and Paraguay, made a brief 
broadcast in London on the revolt that 
had taken place in Argentina. He point- 
ed out that after all the recent news 
about President Peron’s quarrel with 
the Roman Church, it would be tempt- 
ing to assume that the revolt was just an- 
other phase in the dispute. But that 
would be an excessive over-simplification. 
General Peron has a number of enemies 
in different quarters. Their failure to 
overthrow him in the past has been the 
result, to a considerable extent, of the 
fact that they are to be found in so 
many varied walks of life. Indeed, 
Peron’s opponents have little in common 
except their dislike of his regime. 

Some of the wealthy landowners resent 
the manner in which, until lately, he 
favored the development of new urban 
industries at the expense of the tradi- 
tional cattle-raising and agricultural en- 
terprises. These estancieros and their 
sons are Conservatives. Many middle- 
class business men and _ professional 
people dream rather vaguely of democ- 
racy on the North American model: they 
are Radicals. Members of the old-fash- 
ioned Socialist Party (which still has 
quite a following in Buenos Aires) are 
disgusted at the manner in which the 
President has used the bait of social re- 
form and higher wages to attract workers 
into the Peronista Party. There are sev- 
eral hundred army officers who, in their 
forced retirement, have not forgiven 
Peron for having dismissed them because 
of his lack of confidence in their loyalty. 
Navy officers have long been jealous of 
the favoritism shown by the President to 
the Army. Finally, the Roman Catholic 
clergy, militant Romanist laymen, and 
many women are disturbed by the man- 
ner in which the Peronista political 
doctrine has penetrated into schools and 
homes to the detriment of their religious 
faith. But the Conservative landowners 
do not like the Radicals or the Socialists, 
and the Radicals and Socialists are anti- 
clerical. The navy officers have met and 
developed friendly relations with the 
United States and British navies, while 
the older army officers received their 
training in pre-war Germany. And so on. 

Thus Peron’s enemies are divided, and 
so, until now, have not conquered. The 
revolt of this summer has all the ap- 
pearance of another failure in revolu- 
tionary unity. The disturbances result- 
ing from the quarrel with the Roman 
church seemed to provide a suitable at- 
mosphere for the rising. But the hotch- 
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potch of insurgents was up against three 
generally united blocks of resistance. 
The army (previously purged by Peron) 
cannot have contemplated sympathe- 
tically the prospect of disorder or of 
confused attempts at democracy; the 
federal police, controlled by the tough 
Interior Minister Borlenghi, are a 
formidable Peronista force; and the 
powerful Trade Union Confederation is 
manned by eager Peronistas. 

This latest outbreak is by far the most 
serious revolt that Peron has had to face. 
There seem to be two possible courses 
for Peron to take. The first is a course 
of moderation; the second is that hence- 
forth he may feel that, if he is to sur- 
vive, he will be obliged to resort to much 
sterner repression. Should that occur, the 
organizers of the summer revolt of 1955 
will not be without responsibility for 
the consequent violence. Pendle holds 
that if the insurgents should recover and 
triumph there would be nothing ahead 
for Argentina except a long period of 
confusion, counter-revolution, and aggra- 
vation of the economic crisis. 

Seemingly Peron has moved toward 
the path of moderation. There have 
been those who have considered that 
this was a surrender on his part and a 
sign of weakness. This is not at all cer- 
tain. 

ETERNITY is not primarily, or even sec- 
ondarily, a magazine of news. We are 
concerned with Biblical Christianity, and 
with anything in the world that affects 
the Christian or that illustrates Biblical 
truth. Conflict between church and state 
in any part of the world is of interest 
to us because of the light it furnishes 
on the future conflict of church and 
state that is to fulfill prophecy. What 
happens in the Argentine is a part of the 
stream of events, which has been long 
visible in the world, of an undying 
struggle for power between church and 
state. 

A quarter of a century ago I wrote an 
article (Revelation, August, 1931) show- 
ing this same trend, At that time our 
newspapers were cafrying pictures of 
burned out Roman churches in Spain 
and were speaking of similar conflict 
in Italy, and there were riots against 
the Vatican in both Rome and Madrid. 
Now the astonishing thing was that at 
that time the government of Italy was 
a reactionary fascism, and in Spain there 
was a liberal republicanism. The politi- 
cal ideas were at opposite poles of 
thought; yet the hatred of the church 
was similar in both cases. These were not 
isolated events any more than Peron’s 
struggle with Rome is an isolated event. 
They are all scenes in a great series. 

It was the church that had blocked the 
union of Italy. Piedmont and Naples 
were united, but Rome, in the center, 
kept the union from being complete. 
Napoleon III of France supported the 





Pope by force of arms. But in 1870, dur- 
ing the Franco-Prussian war, France was 
forced to withdraw her troops from 
Rome, and immediately Garibaldi 
marched his men to Rome. The Pope 
withdrew to the Vatican, a self-styled 
prisoner. The Italian nation had become 
a state, but it was accomplished over the 
direct opposition of the church. 

In 1872 the next eruption took place. 
This time it was in Germany. The sinis- 
ter forces of the Roman Church were un- 
dermining the authority of the budding 
empire. They attempted to dictate poli- 
cies in education, and the famous May 
laws were passed. The kulturkampf, or 
war for the defence of enlightenment, 
went on for ten years. One bishop was 
imprisoned for several years. A com- 
promise settled the difficulty temporarily. 

By the end of the century conditions 
in France caused the “war” to break out 
there. The bitterest fight in modern 
political history took place, ending in 
1905 with the concordat: the absolute 
separation of church and state together 
with the expulsion of all monastic con- 
gregations from France. 

In 1910, Portugal; in 1927, Mexico. 
In 1931 there was rioting in Brazil be- 
cause of the attempt, by Roman Church 
officials, to force a union of church and 
state in framing the new constitution. 

When Mussolini came to power every- 
one recognized that one of the chief 
questions before him was the Vatican 
question. He settled it with a concordat 
that created Vatican City as an inde- 
pendent state with full sovereignty and 
diplomatic liberty. Many analysts stated 
that this was a diplomatic triumph of 
the highest order and that it would go 
down in history as the “final” settlement 
of one of the thorniest problems. Yet 
within two years there was rioting in 
Roman streets and the Pope's picture 
was torn and trampled. 

The monarchy in Spain was so close 
to the Vatican that commemorative 
stamps were issued with portraits of the 
Pope and King Alfonso. It is possible 
that Spain would still be ruled by a king 
had the monarchy been less in league 
with the church. When the Spanish Re- 
public was declared, it was immediately 
announced that the union between the 
church and state would be dissolved. The 
Cardinal, Archbishop of Toledo and 
Primate of Spain, issued a pastoral let- 
ter advising all Roman Catholics to par- 
ticipate in the elections and vote for 
those “who would defend and guarantee 
the rights of the church.” This was suffi- 
cient to touch off the riots which resulted 
in the burning of churches and monas- 
taries all over Spain. The republic was 
finally destroyed by forces put together 
by Jesuit intrigue and power, and the 
dictatorship of Franco was established 
on the power derived from the Roman 
Church. 
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In this year of 1955 there were demon- 
strations in Belgium because the state 
announced steps to lighten the intoler- 
able burden of supporting the Roman 
Catholic educational system in addition 
to its own system of state schools. 

The difficulties in Argentina are of 
the same kind as those which have taken 
place wherever Rome has anything like 
a dominant interest. It can readily be 
seen that they form part of a consistent 
pattern that runs throughout the history 
of the last century. 


My primary interest in these happen- 
ings is a double one. Wherever there is 
conflict against the Roman Church by 
non-Protestant forces, there is always an 
opportunity for a special campaign of 
evangelism which can let some people 
see that, though one form of Christianity 
has shown itself to be power-hungry and 
intolerant, there is no need to turn away 
from the truth that is in Christ. There 
have been widespread advances by the 
forces of the true Gospel in both Brazil 
and Chile in recent decades, and there 
is room for constant pressure by the true 
forces of evangelical truth. 


But there is another phase of interest 
for me in this recurring pattern of con- 
flict between church and state. The 
prophecies of the book of Revelation 
show us the climax of this conflict. Baby- 
lon is set forth under three aspects: poli- 
tical Babylon, ecclesiastical Babylon, and 
commercial Babylon. The seventeenth 
and eighteenth chapters of this prophecy 


show the ultimate destruction of all . 


three. At first we see the civil and the 
religious advancing together. The great 
whore is riding on the beast. A close 
study of the prophecy -reveals that the 
woman, religious Babylon, is riding on 
the beast, political Babylon. She has 
come to her place of dominance with the 
aid and connivance of the civil power. 
This whore is not the Roman Catholic 
Church per se; it is the organization 
which inherits all forms of church power 
after the true church has been caught 
up, out of all the organizations through 
which it is scattered, in the first phase of 
the second coming of Christ. We can 
easily understand what would happen if 
the Lord should remove from the earth 
every true believer at this moment. It 
would not be long before the unbe- 
lieving elements who are entrenched in 
any church organization would get to- 
gether to consolidate their power. This 
is what will happen in the future; and 
the “churchianity” which’ survives the 
removal of all believers will come to 
agreement with the political government 
of the revived Roman Empire to seek 
further power. This political power will 
come under the domination of one man. 
It should be noticed that he is not called 
a king with the other seven kings (Rev. 
17:10), but is called “the eighth.” He 
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may take power in any form whatsoever. 
This leader, the first mentioned “beast,” 
is, in the beginning, identified with the 
great whore: the one carries the other. 
All the smaller powers “give their power 
and strength” to the head. 

In the sixteenth verse of chapter seven- 
teen, however, there is a sudden change. 
The scene turns to hatred. The ten 
kingdoms that make up the United 
States of Europe (the revived Roman 
Empire) hate the harlot (the church 
organization). These kingdoms are to 
manifest that hatred to the full. They 
“shall make her desolate and naked, and 
shall eat her flesh and burn her with 
fire.” This church, which is organization 
and not organism, must not be confused 
with any church that is on earth today, 
though it is the heir of all of them. It is 
the harlot church and contains none of 
the bride, no born again ones. The 
eighteenth chapter gives the details of 
the climax of this hatred. Does it mean 
that suddenly the civil power will turn 
against the religious? It would seem so. 
If the leader of the restored federation 
of nations, the antichrist, should issue 
a decree confiscating all the wealth of 
the church, take all the property, close 
all the doors for religious services, 
and completely terminate all the com- 
merce of the clergy, the situation would 
fit the description given in this chapter. 
There seems to be little doubt that this 
is what will occur. It is most significant, 
therefore, that one trained eye-witness, 
writing of the sudden outbreak against 
the church in Spain, enlarged upon the 
suddenness of the outbreak. These out- 
breaks have all come with suddenness: 
Italy, Germany, France, Portugal, Mex- 
ico, Brazil, Italy again, Spain, and now 
Argentina. 

We do not know how many more ex- 
amples there will be before the final 
explosion takes place. What we see are 
tendencies and not fulfilled prophecies. 
The stream is flowing in the channel 
which God has dug for it. While we wait 
we must be careful to preach Christ to 
all who will listen, and be careful, in 
our own land, to do all that is possible 
to maintain an utter separation of 
church and state. ENpD 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 4) 


God who speaks more fully and specifically 
in the Bible: creation and revelation will 
not contradict each other. Therefore he 
believes that the information we get by 
studying the physical world is reliable. For 
instance: if all the evidence we find by 
studying God’s creation seems to indicate 
that our world is a certain number of years 
old, we can have some confidence that it 
probably is that old. Dr. Ramm assumes 
further that men, non-Christian as well as 
Christian, are able to study and understand 
the created world in this manner, as in- 
dicated in Rom. 1:20. Finally he assumes 
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that the witness of the conservatives has 
been seriously harmed by the attitude they 
have taken toward the fincings of science, 
and that a positive view which is successful 
in harmonizing the findings of science with 
the teaching of Scripture is an “imperative 
necessity.” 

Dr. Ramm’s treatment of these problems 
is very full. His aim is to present every im- 
portant point of view that has ever been 
suggested by an evangelical writer on any 
given question. In some cases he presents 
what he believes to be a balanced solution; 
in others he is content to present the spec- 
trum of evangelical thought without coming 
to a decision as to which proposed solution 
has the most merit. To us who have just 
passed through a generation when Chris- 
tianity as we knew it (the conservative wing 
of the church) was intent on maintaining 
a single, unified viewpoint on all important 
matters, the discovery of this multiplicity of 
opinion can be startling, and perhaps in- 
structive. 

We have roughly sketched the contents 
of the book, and we do not intend here to 
evaluate it; but there are certain conclu- 
sions to be drawn from the reactions to it. 
One salutary consequence of its publication 
is becoming more and more apparent as the 
work is discussed: Christians who know each 
other's faith and testimony too well to 
deny them find themselves, though not in 
agreement, still in fellowship. So they are 
being confronted with the fact that men 
can be true Christians, in close fellowship, 
without having to be in complete accord as 
to the intended meaning of Scripture, even 
with regard to issues as basic as some Dr. 
Ramm raises. Many who read Dr. Ramm’s 
book, Mr. Bayly’s article, and this letter, 
read for an answer to the question, “Where 
does he stand?”, or “Where does Eternity 
stand?” The waters are too thoroughly mud- 
died for simple answers in terms of familiar 
categories. There are too many categories, 
too many fine distinctions, too many differ- 
ent definitions of who belongs where. This, 
in our view, is all to the good. 

In this respect it is instructive to note 
the variety of opinion that has come from 
circles known for their defence of the faith. 
They call the book everything from “the 
best that the evangelical world has yet pro- 
duced in our day,” “required reading,” and 
“a truly epochal work,” all the way to “not 
safe,” and “a thoroughly bad book.” And as 
you consult more and more leaders of con- 
servative thought, you continue to find this 
seesaw of opinion. 

In the face of such sharp disagreement, 
what is one to think? The old labels break 
down. It would seem that conservatives are 
going to be forced, often against both their 
inclination and their habits, to think for 
themselves. The contribution we would like 
to make to this process is to add one more 
uncertainty: what should the words “think 
for yourself” mean to a Christian? What of 
Dr. Ramm’s pleading, seldom challenged 
by reviewers, the “imperative riecessity” of 
a “harmony of Christianity and science?” 
Is it really imperative for Christians either 
to find or to form such a harmony? 

Lester H. FINK 
DonaLp G. BARNHOUSE, JR. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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